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PREFACE, 

ON THE 

MANNER OF WRITING DIALOGUE. 



X HE former editions of tiiese Dialogues were given 
without a name, and under the fictitious pers<Sh oi 
an Editor: not, the reader may be sure, for any 
purpose so silly aa that of imposit^ on the Public ( 
but for reaKMu of another kind, which it is not dif- 
ficnlt to apprdhend. 

However, these i-easona, whatever they were, 
subsisting no longer, the writer is now to appear in 
his own person ; and the respect he owes to the pub- 
lic makes him tMnk it flt to bespeak their accept- 
' ance of these volumes in another manner, thaq he 
■upposed would be readily permitted to him, under 
his assumed character. 

I, In an age, like this, when most men seem 
ambitious of turning writers, many persons may 
think it strange that the kiiid of composition, whidi 
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I 8 PREFACE. 

was chiefly in use among the masters of this nume- 
rous and stirring family, hath been hitherto neg- 
lected. 

"When the .^NCiENT? harf any tjiing— 

" But what," itwill be said, "always theAncients? 
f' And are we never to take a' pen in hand, but the 
*' first question must still be, what our masters, the 
" ancieats,- have been pleased 'to dictate to us? One 
*' man understands, that the ancient Ode was dls-' 
*' tinguished into several parts, called by I know 
" not what strange names ; and then truly an £ng- 
" lish Ode must be tricked out in the same fantas- 
** . tic manner. AjipXHSR hap h.e^rd. pf a-wise, yet 
^* merry, coDppaijy , icaKed, a Chorus,, which was 
** always: singing ,or' p^efiohing in the Gr^k "^'(^SPt 
" dies; and then, besure, nothing will s^rve but 
" we must be sung and preached to in ours. While 
'* a Third is smitten with a. tedious long-winded 
*' thing,, which was once endured under, the name 
-^' of Dialogue; and strait we Itave Dialogues of this 
" formal cut, and are told withal, that no naan may 
f' presume to write them, on any other model." 

Thus the modem critic, with much complacency 
and even gayety — But I resume the sentence 1 set 
out with, and observe, " \^hen the ancients had 
any thing to say to the world on the subject either 
of morals or government, they generally cliose th^ 
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■ PREFACE. 19 

way of Dialogue, for the conveyance of their in- 
structions ; as supposing they might chance to gain 
a readier acceptance in this agreeable form, than any 
other." 

Haec adeo penitus cura videre sagaci 
Otia qui studiis Iteti tenuere decoris, 
Inque Academia umbrifera nitidoque LrCEO 
Fuderunt claras fcecundi pectoris artes. 

Such was the address, 01^ fancy at leaet^ of the 

wise ANCIENTS. 

Hie MODERNS, on the contrary, have appeared to 
reverence themselves, or their cause, too much, to 
think that either stood in need of this obHque ma- 
nagement. No writer has the least doubt of being 
fevoiirably received in all companies, let him come 
upon ua in what shape he will : and, not to stand 
upon ceremony, when he brings so welcome a pre- 
sent, as what he calls Truth, with him, he obtrudes 
it upon us in the direct way of Dissertation. 

Nobody, I suppose, objects to this practice, when 
important truths indeed are to be taught, and when 
the abilities of the Teacher are such as may com- 
mand respect. But the case is different, when 
writers presume to try their hands upon us, without 
these advantages. Nay, and even with them, it can 
do no hurt, when the subject is proper for familiac 

B 3 



discoarse, to throw it into thii gracious and popuUr 

form. 

I have said, where the subject is proper Jbrja- 
miliar discourse ; for all subjects, I thinks cannot, 
or should not be treated in this way. 

It is irue, the inquisitive genius of the Academic 
Philosophy gave great scope to the freedom of de- 
bate. Hence the origin of the Greek Dialc^e : of 
"which, it Plato was not the Inventorj be was, at 
least, the Model. 

"ITjia sceptical humour was presently much in- 
creased ; and every thing was now disputed, not for 
Plato's reason (which was, also, his master's) for 
the sake of exposing Falsehood and .discovering 
Thtth ; but because it was pretended that nothing 
could be cortainly affirmed to be either true or 

And, when afterwards Cicero, our other great 
master of T>ial<^ue, introduced this sort of writing 
into Rome, we know that, besides his profession of 
the Academic Sect, now extended and indeed ou^ 
raged into absolute scepticism, the very purpose he 
had in philmophizing, and the rhetorical uses to 
which he put his Philosophy, would determine him 
very naturally to the same practice. 
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Thus alt subjects^ of what nafare and impor- 
tance soever, .were equally discussed in the ancient 
Dialogtte ; till matters were at length brought to 
that pass> that tfae only end, proposed by it, was to 
shew the writer's dexterity in dieting for, or 
against any opinion, withoat referring his disputa- 
tion to any certain use or conclusion at all. 

Such was the character of the ancient, and espe- 
cially of the Ciceronian Dialogue ; arising out of the 
genius and principles of those times. 

But for us to follow our masters in this licence 
would be, indeed, to deserve the objected chai^ of 
servile Imitators ; since the reasons, that led them 
into it, do not substtt in our case. :- They disputed 
every thing, because they bdieved nothing. We 
vhottM ^beaf to' dispute some things, becauM tii^ 
are Mch as both for their sacrednew, and certain^, 
no man in his senses afl^cts to disbelieve. At least, 
the Stoic Balbus may teach ut a decent reserve in 
one instance. Since, as he' observes, it it a mcked 
and impious custom to dispute against the Bang, 
Attributes, and Providence of God, whether it be 
under em assumed chopoctery or in ont^s ownK 

Thus much 1 have tbou^t fit to say, to prevent 
mistakes, and to diew of what kind the subjects are 

* Mala et impiarcoiuuetudo est contra Doos dispuUodi, liva 
a asimt) id fit, live simulate. Dt Nat. D. 1. li. c. Cf. 
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which! may, be allowed to enter into modem X3ia- 
l^gw- They are only such, as are either, in the 
strict sense ;of the word, not important^ and yet 
afford an ijigenuous pleasure in the discussion of 
them ; or not jo important as toexclude the sceptical 
ipcohclusive air, which the decorum of polite dia- 
logue necessarily demands. 

And, under these restrictions, we may treat a 
number of curious and useful subjects, in'this form. 
The benefit will be that which the Ancientscertainly 
found in this practice, and which the great master 
of life finds in the general way of candour and 
politeness, 

— parcentis viribus, atque 
ExtenuMltis.eas.consultd^— - ■ i , . ., 

For, though Tmth: be not formally delivCTed in 
Dialogiie, !it.:may be: inetnuated; and a capable 
jprit^ will .find, means, to dtt ihis so effectually as, 
in discussing bdthsides of a qvestion, to engage the 
reader, imtgngiyy, on that side, Where the Truth 
lietf. ,">^ ' -1 

IL But conveniencis is not the only considera- 
tion. The NOVELTY oi the thing, itself, may well 
recotnmend it to us. , 

For, when every other species of composition hai 
. been tried, and men are .grown so fasti<^ous as to 
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receivef-WitK''indfflerttibe t}iii''b«ft'niod«fl produe-' 
tions, <Jn 'dcdtAint of the! WwS* cflintnon 'fonn-,''intoi^ 
which they are cast, it may seem an attem|>ti of 
some merit to revire the only one, altnoBt, of the 
aticient moduli)-;' Whith hath tc^jJetifc^ EMde cbetp 
by vulgar imltaritin; ■ ■ " ''' '■ '■■'' '" '•' 

I can imagine the re^tV-Will ■c4ncei\*i sfeflWe sut-f' 
pnse, tod, if he be not a candid Mle,'^tffi[l'pt9-ha{>8' 
express some disdain, at this pretence tb Nt»9eltyi' 
in cultivating the Dialogue-form. Fot- what, he 
will say, has been more frequently aimed at in our 
own, and every modern langu^ ? Has not every 
art, nay, every science, been taught in this way ? 
And, if the vulgar use of atty mode of writing- be 
enough to diacredit it, can there be room even for* 
wit and genius to retrieve the honour of this trite 
and hackneyed form } 

Tliis, no doubt, may be said ; but by those wh<( 
know little of the ancient Dialogue, or who have 
riot atterided to the tiHie manner in which the rulea 
of good writing require it to be comfKtsed* 

We have what are called Diitlt^es in abundance j 
and the authors, fdt any thing I know, m^ht please 
themselves with imaginii^, they had copied Plato 
or Cicero. Btit in our language at least (and, if I 
extended the observiition td the other modem ones 
of most estimation, I " should perhaps do thew» no 



wrong) I kntfw of nothi^ in the way of !tKal(^e 
dnt dcKTVes to be ctmskiered by tu with su'cb 
regard. 

Tlicre are m Bt^liah Tbkee Diali^iiei, and but 
Three, that are fit to be mentioned on this occa- 
Bion : all of them excellently nell composed in their 
"W^, andj it knust be owned, by the very best and 
politett of ear writers. And had that way been a 
true one, I mean that whieh antiquity and good 
criticism recommend to us, the Public had never 
been troubled with this attempt from me, to intro- 
duce another. 

The Dial(^es I mean ar^. The SlortUisis cfl/xrA 
Shaftesbury ; Jl/r. AcpisOn's 7Vea/iw on Medais ; 
aad the HMnttte Ph,ilos(^ker of Bishop BEKui.Er : 
and; where is the modesty, it will be said, to attempt 
the Dialogue-form, if it has not succeeded in such 
feapds? 

The answer is short, and, I hope, not arrogiuit. 
These applauded persons suffered themselves to be 
misled by modem practice ; and with every ability 
to excel in this nice and difficult composition, hare 
written beneath themselves, only because they did 
not keep up to the ancient standard. 

An essential defect runs through them all. Tliey 
hare taken for their speakers, not real, hat^fetitious 
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chanclm ; contnuy to the practice of the old wii> 
tere; and to the' infioife disadvantige of this mode 
of writii^ in erery reelect. 

The love of truths they, say,- if' ao natural to the 
human mind,' that we expect to' find-tlie appearance 
of it> even in our amusements: Ib somd.isdead, 
the slend«e8t shadow of it will suffice : in others 
we require to have the substance presentcid to tw- 
in all caaes^ the d^ree of probabili^- is' to he esti- 
mated from the nature <^ the work. Thus, for in- 
stance, when a writer undertakes to instruct or en* 
tertain us in the way of Dialogue, he obliges him- 
self to keep up to the idea, at least, of what he 
professes. The conversation may not have really 
been such as it rejHesented ; but we- expect it to 
have all ibejorms of reality. We bring with us a 
disposition to be deceived (for we know his purpose 
is not to rente historically, but. to feign probably) ; 
but it looks like too great an insult on our under- 
standings, when the writer stands upon no cere- 
mony with us, and refuses to be at the expence of a 
little art or management to deceive us. 

Hence th^ probabilities, or^, what is called the 
JUcm^niy of this composition. We ask, " Who the 
" persons are, that are going to converse before us ?* 
" where and when the conversation passed^* aad 
" by what means the company came together ?" If 
we are let into none of.these particulars,' or, rather 
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if a way be not found to satisfy us m all of them, 
wetakeno interest in what remains ; and'gire'the 
^)eakerB, who in this case' are but a sort of Puppets, 
no more credit, than the opinion we chance to en- 
tertain of their Prompter demands from us. ■ 

' On the other hand, wheb such person^f ate hfought 
into the ^iceiie as ar6 well known to us, and are en- 
titled 'to, our respect, and but so much address em- 
ployed in shewing them as may give ws a colourable 
pretence- to suppose them reeilly conversing together, 
the writer himself disappears, and is even among the 
first to fall into his own delusion. For thus Cicero- 
himself represents the matter : 

*' This way of discourse," says he, ''which turns 
^' on the authority of real persons, and those the most 
" eminent of former times, is, I know not how, 
" more interesting than any other : in so much that 
*• in reading my own Dialc^e on old age, I anv 
" sometimes ready to conclude, in good earnest, ife 
" is not I, but Cato himself, who is there speak- ' 
« ing K" 

So OTmpIete -a' deception, as this, requires the 
hand of a master. But such Cicero was ; and bad 

b Genm hoc lemionaiii, positum in hominum vetenim auc- 
tuiUtei et eoiuni Illuatrium, plus aescio quo pacto videtur ha- 
bere gravitatu. lUque ipse mea legens, ^c afHcior iuterduin, 
ttt CaUmeaa, nOQ ma loqui existioiem. Cic. I>e^inic. c. I; 
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it been his design to make the^highest encomiwn ot 
his own Dial(^e>, he; could, not, perl>ep6> have 
done it so well by any other circumstance. 

- But now this' advantage is »ir|ioUy logtl^yt tb^ in- 
troduction of j^*irtB«« perM((ff.> .Theae.mafjdpia 
Gimet^ i nayj thef do the hest-ibese^fK\KF^iftl^ri9€-^ 
teronlyi or chiefly,' is itstgned.L-iUoiDhio^mvW^ 
miiet have real persons, 'MtditbQee.on[}(i: £wrj^}9in«^; 
ter here is but a seeondaryi.bonsidaiatiQA ;' <.aB<l\^^i$ei 
is no other way of giving weight and auttip^fJI'to 
the conversation of the piece. 

And here, again, Cicsab rahydnttructii^'; who 
was so scrupQious on Ihishead'that'he.wbqU not 
put his discourse oil oid'age jinto! tt^unoi^Ui^ of 
TnnoNUS, althoughaGreek wiiterofioBntabad set 
him< the example, btckuse, as.heobseives, a^tbtt- 
lous person would hiaie had'.na great aut^nHty". 
What then would he have said of merely fancied and 
u^a^ persons, who havenot so much as that shadowy 
existence, which the plausibility of a current tale 
bestows ?' ■ ■ I 

When I 8ay>that ckaradter is hut a aecmdary 
consideration in Dialogue, the Reader sees I confine 
myself to that species only, which was in use amoi^ 

c Omnem sermonem tribuimus noa Titliono, ut Aristo 
Chiiu ; parum enin esstt aftctoritatit infaiuU. De Seuect. c. I. 
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ttw ancient*, properly so called; and of which 
Plato and Ciceeo have left ub the best models. 

It is true, in later times, a great wit took upon 
Mm to extend the province of Dialt^e, and, like 
anoUier Prometheus ^, (as, by an equivocal sort of 
C(HDpIiDieQt, it seems, was observed of him) treated 
s new species ; the merit <A which coninsts in asso- 
di^ng two things, not naturally allied together, Tka 
Mverity of PhihfefMc Diaiogue, with the huitwur 
of the Comk. . 

But as unnatural as the alliance may seem, this 
»rt of composition has had its admif^rs. In par- 
ticslir, &tASMus vres so taken with LuCian's 1^»* 
logtey litai he has transfused its highest graces into 
his own ; and employed those fine arms to better 
purpose against the Monks, than the forger of thenl 
had done against the Philosophers. 

It must further be confessed, that this innovation 
of the Greek writer had some countenance from the 
genius of the old Socratic Dialogue ; such I mean 
as it was in the hands of Socrates himself ' ; who 
took his name of Ironist from the continued humour 
uid ridicule which runs through his moral dia- 
But, besides that the Athenian's modest 



■1 See the Dialt^e intituled, Ufi; fit ■Infi?*, npOMROETZ 
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Iront iraa of anodier taste, and better suited to the - 
decorum of conversatton, than the Syrian's frontless 
buffoonery^ there was this further diff^vnce in the 
two cases. Socrates employed this method of ridi- 
culej as the only one by which he could hope to 
discredit those mortal foes of reason, the Sophists-i 
LucuN, in mere wantonness, to insult itsbestfriends^ 
the PHitosoPHERS, and even the;parent of PhildsoS' 
phy, himself. The Sage woald Have popped his 
Ironv, in the company of the good and wise : The 
Rhetorician is never more pleased than in confound* 
ing both, by his intemperate Satire. 

However, there was likeness ertough .jn'-the fei* 
tures of each manner, to favour LirctAN's^ttenipt in 
compounding his new Dialogue; ''He '-wjts- nof dis- 
pleased, one may suppose^ to tonr the cooffc art 
of Socrates against -himsdf r though he-5ouId not 
but know that the ablest masters 6f*9ie'Socratic 
school employed it sparingly ; and that, when the 
illustrious Roman came to philosophize in the way 
of Dialogue, he disdained to make any use of it 
at alt. '. . - r. 

In a word,' as it -was 'taken op, to serve an oc- 
casion, so 'it was'.vferyproperly laid aside with it. 
And even whilethe occasion lasted, this humorous 
manner was far enough, as I observed, from being 
pushed to a Scenic license ; the great artists in this 
way knowiogvery well, that, when SocRATEsbrought 
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JWiUosophy from Heaven to Earth, it was not faia 
purpo$e to expose her on the stage, but to introduce 
her into good company. 

And here, to note it by the way, what has been 
observed of the Ironic manner of the Socratic Dia- 
It^ue, is equally true of its subtle questioning dia- 
lectio genius. This, too, haii, its rise from the cir- 
cumst^ces of the time, and the views of its author, 
who employed it with much propriety and even 
d^ance to entrap, in their own cobweb nets, the 
minute, quibling captious sophists. How it chanced 
that this part of its character did not, also, cease 
with its use, but was continued by the Successors in 
thart: school, and even carried so for as to provoke 
the ridicule of the wits, till, at length, it brought 
on the just disgrace of the SocraSc Pialogue it- 
self, all this is the proper subject of another in-i 
quiry. 

Our concern, at present, is with Lucian's Dia-i 
logoe ; whether he were indeed the inventor of this 
species, or, after Socrates, only the espouser of it. 

The account, given" above, that it unites and wi- 

' corporates the several virtues of the Comic and 

Pldlosoplac manner, is in Lucian's own words'. 

Yet his Dialogue does not, as indeed it could not, 
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correspond exactly to tliis idea. CicEROthougJit it 
vo &sy matter to unite P)iilosopk^ with PoUtenesf 
and Good-humour^; what then would he have 
said of incorporating Phibsophtf, tviih Comic Ridi~ 
cule? 

To do him justice, Lijcian himself appears aea~ 
$ible enough of the difficulty. / have prfisumed, 
8ay9 he, to connect and put together two things, 
not very obsequious to my design, nor disposed by 
any natural sympathy to bear the society of each 
ether \ And therefore we find him on all occa" 
sions more eolicitous for the success of this ha- 
zardous enterprise, than for the credit of his inven- 
^on. Every body was ready to acknowledge the 
novelty of the. thing; but he had some reason to 
doubt with himself, whether it were gazed at as a 
inonster, or admired as a just and reasonable form 
of composition. So that not being able to resolve 
this scruple to his satisfaction, he extricates him- 
self, as iisual, from the perplexity, by the force of 
his comic humour, and concludes at length, that 
he had nathing left for it but to persevere in the 
choice he had once made ; that is, to preserve the 
credit of his own consistency at least, if he coul4 

E DiflBcilUniam Ulam societatem Gravilatu cum Humanitaie 
Leg. ]. iii. c. 1. 

^vtoffta^ai, « 'man wiiSofim, dii ui'itafKf anx^l^oa, tit xatjutiat. 
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sot prevail to have his Dialogue accepted by the ju- 
dicious reader, under the idea ' of a consistent com- 
jxmtitm. 

The ingenious writer had, surely, no better way 
to take, in his distress. For the two excellencies 
he meant to incorporate in his XKali^e cannot, in 
K supreme degree of each, subsist tc^ether. The. 
one must, be sacrificed to the other. Either the 
philosophic part must give place to the dramatic ; 
or the dramatic must withdraw, or restrain itself 
at least, to give room for a just display of the phi- 
losophic. 

And this, in fact, as I observed, is the case in 
LiUCIan's own Dialogues. They are highly dra- 
matic, in which part his force lay ; while his Phi- 
losophy aerves only to edge his wit, or simply to 
introduce it. They have, usually, for their subject, 
not a auESTioN debated ; but, a tenet ridiculed, 
or a CHARACTER EXPOSED. In this view, they are 
doubtless inimitable : I mean when he kept himself, 
as too frequently he did not, to such tenets or 
characters, as deserve to be treated in this free 



But after all, the other species, the sertoug, phi- 
losophic Dialogue, is the noblest and the best. It 

i tlppftuB. c- 7- to the end. Ai{ luH^ofVfu^. c. 33. aod 
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is the noblest, in »11 views ; for the digpity c^ ita 
subject, the gravity of its mtinner, and the import^ 
anceof its end. It is the besf^ too; I mean, it 
excels most in the very truth and art of composi*- 
tion ; as it governs itself entirely by the rules of d;e- 
corum, and gives a just and faithfiil image of what 
it WMild represent : whereas the -ooBiic IKalogue, 
distorting, or, at Ia»t,'a^ravatiHg the features of 
its original, pleases »t some t^xpence of probability j 
and at length attains its end but in part, for want 
oSdramaiic action, the only medium through which 
humour can be perfectly conveyed. 

Thus the serious Dialogue is absolute in itselfj 
and fully obtains its purpose: the huiporous or' 
characteristic, but partially; and is, at best, the 
faint copy of a higher species, the Comic Drfima. . 

'■- However, the authority of Lucian is so great, 
and the ma)iner itself so taking, that for these rea- 
sons, but chiefly for the sake of variety, the first 
of the following Dtalc^ues (and in part too, the 
'SEC<»«d) pretends to be of this class. 

But to return to our premier subject, TH^ w^ijpys' 

OR PHILOlSOPHIC BlALOSUpi . 

1. I observed (and the reasoq now e}q»^rs) that 
eharacter is a subordinate ccmsideration, in this 
Dialc^ue. The manners Bret» b$ given indeed, 

VOL. III. c 
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but tparin^y, and, as it were, by accident. And 
this grace (which bo much embetlisfaes a well-com- 
posed work) can only be had by employing real, 
KNOWN, and KESPECTED speakers. Each of these 
circumstances, in the choice of a speaker, is im- 
portant. The J?r*/, excites our curiosity : the je- 
cond, affords an easy opportunity of painting the 
manners by those slight and careless strokes, which 
alone can be employed for this purpose, and which 
would not sufficiently mark the characters of un- 
known or fictitious persons: and the last gives 
weight and digni^ to the whole composition. 

By this means, the dialogue becomes, in a high 
degree, natural, and, on that account, affecting : 
a thousand fine and delicate allusions to the prin- 
ciples, sentiments, and history of the Dialogists 
keep their characters perpetually in view ; we have 
a rule before us, by which to estimate the perti- 
nence and propriety of what is ?aid: and we are 
pleased to bear a part, as it were, in the conversa- 
tion, of such persons. , 

Thus the old writers of Diak^e charm us, even 
when their subjects are unpleasing, and could hardly 
merit our attention : but when the topics, are of ge- 
neral and intimate concern to the reader, by being 
discussed in this form, they create in him the 
keenest appetite'; and are, perhaps, read with a 
higher pleasure, than we receive from most other 
compositions of literary men. 
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«. It being now apprehended v/hat' persons are' 
most fit to be shewn' in Dialogue, the next inquiry 
will be, concerning their sti/le or manner of ex- ' 
pression. Andl^his, in general, must be suited to' 
the condition and qualities of the persons them- 
selves : that is, it must be grave, polite, and some- 
thing raised above the ordinary pitch or tone of 
conTCTsation ; for, otherwise, it would not agree to 
the ideas we fordi of the speaker^, or to the regard ' 
we owe to real, known, and respected persons, se- 
riously debating, as the philosophic dialogue im- 
ports in the very terms, on some useful or important 
subject. 

Thus far the case is plain enough. The conclu- 
sion flows, of itself, from the very idea of a phiW* 
Sophie conversation between such.men. 

But as it appeared thatthe speaker's ;»vper man- 
ners are to be given, in this Dialc^ue, it may be 
thought (and, I suppose, commonly is thought) 
tiiat the speaker'* proper style or expression should 
be given, too. 

Here the subject begins to be a little nice ; and 
we must distinguish between the general cast of 
expression, and its smaller and more peculiar Jea- 
fures. 

As to the general cast or manner, of speaking, 

it may be well to preserve some resemblance <^ it » 

c s 
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for it remilti so immediately from the apeakei's cha- 
racter, and sconetimes makes so essential a part of 
it, that the manners themselres cannot, otherwise^ 
be sufficiently expressed. 

Accordingly Cicero tells us, that, in his Dia- 
I^ues Af the complete Orator, he had endeavoured 
to shadow outy that is, give the outlioe, as it were, 
of the kind of eloquence, by which his chief 
speakers, Crassus and Antonius, were severally dis- 
tinguished''. This attention has certainly no ill 
effect when the manners of speaking, as here, are 
sufficiently distinct, and generally known. It was, 
besides, essentially necessary in this Dialogue, 
where the subject is, of eloquence itself; and where 
the principal persons appeared, and were accordingly 
to be represented, in the light and character- of 
speakers} tbsA is, where their different kinds or ' 
manners of speaking were, of course, to be Mt- 
piressed. 

In Dialogues on- other subjects, Cicero himself 
either neglects this rule, or observes it with less 
care*; and this difference of conduct is plainly Jus- 
tified, from the reason of the thing. 

jc . iii ' i ' . quQ jji gcoere oratiouii Mtnunque Oratorem cogoore- 
ramuij id ipnim nttmu in eonun semioae acbunbrare conati. 
DeOnt. iii.4.. 

1 A cuHbiu passage, or two, in hii Letters to Atticua, will 
sarve to Ifiustrato tbis obsecration. Thti academic qtiatwTa wera 
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But rtow when the question is, of* the smaller 
features and more peculiar qualities of style or exr- 
pression, it will be found that the writer of Dia- 
Ic^e is under no obligatioDj either from the reasofl 
of the thing, or the best authorities, to affect a re- 
semblance of that kind. 

Authorities, I think, there are none, or none at 
least that deserve to .be much regarded ; though I 
remember what has been observed of an instance or 
two of this sort, in some of Plato's Dialogues, where 
his purpose is, to expose a character, not to debate 
a philosophic question : and for the impropriety of 
the thing itself, it may appear from the following 
considerations. 



drawn np, and finii&ed, whnt » doubtoeeurred to UM) ivbether 
he should not change one of the speakers la that Dialogue, and,, 
iostead «£ Vturo, introduce Brutus ; who would suit hi< pur* 
pose, he said, just as well, because his philoaophic priaciplw 
were the same with those of yasro—naddubUoM, txp he td 
AtHcus, (uf BruRLm irajuearnvt. Etl mim it quoque Anliochais, 
t.njl. 3S. Waathi»» change to be easi^ mad«, ffiffm^m* 
eeasu7. in t^ kind of wntiaig, ts suH the ttj/le and Mmner •/ 
txpreniofi to the character of the speSkeFs ? Yet, hew how 
negligently he 'beats this matCei — Opinor igilur coniidtremti»t 
etti nomina jam facta mnt. Sed vat inddci, v.ei. mutiri pos- 

susT. 1. xiil. H. In dttier words; provided the cm( of the 

several parts was the same, the language of the Dialt^ue wouM 
raqaiK no altkratioq. 1% was indiffefnit, in this res^t, who 
were the speaken. 
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In general, the reason, why character is pr&r 
jWrved in this Dialt^ue, is, because such speakers* 
tfl are introduced in it, cannot be supposed to con- 
wrse for any time on a subject of importance witli- 
put discovering something of their own peculiar 
manners ; though the occasion may not be wanning 
enough to throw them out with that distinctness 
find vivacity, which wp expect in the pn^ress of a 
dramatic plot. But a» to the langttage of ctmverr 
sation, it is so much the same between persons of 
education and poHteness, that, whether the subject 
. lie interesting, or otherwise, all that you can expect 
is that the genera/ cast of expression will be some- 
what tinctured by the manners, which shine through 
it ; but by no means that the smaller differences, 
th<^ nicer peculiarities of style, wilt be shewn. 

Or, we may take the matter thus: 

■ The reason, why the general cast or hind of ex-, 
pression is diflferent in two speakers, is, because 
their characters are different, too. But character 
■ has no manner of influence, in the ease and free- 
dom of conversation^ on the idiomatic differences 
of expression ; which flow not from ,the manners, 
but from some degree of study and affectation, and 
pnly characterize th^ir vrrittcQ and artificial works. 

Hint, for instance, if Sallust and Cicero had 
pomQ together in convenation, th^^mter ivpuld 
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certainly have dropped his; new words and pointed 
sentences : and the latter his numerous oratarial 
periods. All that might be expected to appear, is, 
that Sallust's expression would be shorter and more 
compact ; Cicero's more gracious and flowiog, agree- 
ably to the characters of the two men. 

But there is a further reason why these character 
rislic pecuiiarities of style must not be exhibited, 
or must be infinitely restrained at least, in the sort 
of composition we are now considering. It is, that 
the studied imitation of such peculiarities would be 
what we call mimichy t and would therefore border 
upon ridicule^ the thing of all others which the 
genius of this IMalt^e most abhors. In Comedy 
itself} the most exact writers do not condescend to 
this minute imitation. Terence's characters all ex- 
press themselves, i think, with equal elegance : 
even his slaves are made to speak as good Latin, as 
diieir masters. In the serious Dialogue, then, which, 
from its nature, is, in a much lower degree, mitnetWt 
that minute attention can by no means be required. 
It will be sufficient that the speakers express them- 
selves in the same manner, that is* (provided the 
general cast of expression be suited to their respective 
characters) in the writer's own. 

If there be any exception fVom this rule, it must 
be) when the peculiarities of expression are so great, 
and so notorious, that the reader could hardly 
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k^nowlfet^e tiie ftptdtBF in any other dren, tihan 
ihat of his own style. Hence it ii possiUe, though 
CiCEKD his left us QD exlm|de of this sort, that if, 
in the next' *ge, -any one had thought fit to introduce 
MscENAS into Dialogue, he might perhaps have 
been allowed to colour his langu^ with some of 
those'spruce turns and negligent affectations, by 
which, fts a writer, he vns so well known. It is, at 
leasts on thk principle that the Author of the fol- 
lowing Dialogues mukt rest hit apology for having 
taken such liberty, in one or two instances, onfy : 
in which,' lK)wever, he has couSoed his idaitaticMQ to 
tht single purpose (^ eshibiting some d^ree of like- 
ness to their acknowledged manner of evpressi<»i, 
without attempting to expose it in aQy,8trOQg or in- 
vidioas light. And, after all, if even this liberty, 
so cautiously taken, b« thought too much, he will 
not complain of his critics ; MnCe the £iiUt, if it be 
, one, fras committed rather in compliance fvith what 
he supposed might be the public judgment, than 
with luB own. 

llw reader has now before hita a ^etdi of what 
I cbnceive to be the ckariecter of the uuient phi-r 
kisbphic Dialogue ; which, in one word, may bo 
^id to be, " An imitated, and mannered conveiBar 
** tion between certain real, known, and respected 
" peftons, on swne useful or serious subject, in an 
** el^nt, and suitably adorned, but not diarac^ 
" risttc style." 
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At hut, I «:prcss, as I can, my notion of Ctcx- 
Ko'b DiaJogue, which unites these sereral characters; 
and, by such union, has effected, as it seemi to mc^ 
all that the nature of this composition requires or 
admits. 

This, I am sensible, is saying but little, on the 
subject. But I pretend not to do justice to Ciceko's 
Dialogues; which are occasionally set ofi^ by tliat 
lively, yet chaste colouring of the manners, and 
are, besides, all over eprinkled with that exquisite 
grace of, what the Latin writers call, vrhanity, (by 
which, they meant as welt what was most polite in 
the air of conversation, as in the language of it) 
that there is nothing equal to them, in Antiquity 
itself: and I have sometimes fancied, that even 
Livt's Dialogues ', if they had tome down to us, 
would perhaps have lost something, on a compa- 
rison with these master-pieces of Cicero's pen. 

3. Bat to this apology for the ancient Dialt^e, 
I suspect it will be replied, '< That though, in the 
hands of the Greek and Latin writers, it might, 
heretofore, have all this gnic6 and merit, yet who 
shall pretend to revive it in our days ? or, how shall 
we enter into the spirit of this composition, for which 
there is no encouragement, nor so jnuch as tha 
countenance' of example in real life? No man writes 
well, but fi*om his own experience and observation : 

I Scripsit eiiiip et Dialogoi quos jum magis pbUusopbis 
aanuBieraTepoesuj quaioHiiTOBis. Ssmica, Ep. c. 
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and by; whom is the way of dialogue now -}»«cti8ed ? 
or, where do we find such prec^ehts of grave and 
contioued conversation in modem times ?" 

A very competent judge, and one too, who was. 
himself, as I have observed, an adventurer in this 
class oi composition, puts the objection home in the 
following words : 

** The truth is," says he, " it would be an abo- 
" minable &lsehood, and belying of the age, to put 
" so much good sense together in any orie conversa- 
** tion, as might make it hold out steadily, and with 
** plain coherence, for an hour's titne, till any one 
** subject had been rationally examined"." 

Nor is this the only difficult- Another occurs, 
from the prevailing manners of modern times, which 
are over-run with respect, compliment, and cere- 
mony. " Now put compliments" says the same 
writer, " put -ceremony into a Dial<^e, and see 
" what will be the effect ! This is the plain dUemma 
" against that ancient manner of writing — if we 
*' avoid ceremony, we are unnatural : if we use it, 
. ** and appear as w? naturally are, as we salute, and 
'* meet, and treat one another, we hate the sight"." 

These considerations are to the purpose ; and 
ghew perhaps in a mortifying manner, that the 190- 

■o Ixml Shaptesbury's MomlitU, P. %, S. i. 
. ■> Jde. to m Author, F. l. S. in. 
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dern writera of Dialogue, the very best of them, 
cannot aspire to the unrivalled elegance of the an- 
cient ; as being wholly unfurnished of many ad- 
yantagesj to this end, which they enjoyed. But 
still the^^jrm of writing itself is neidier impracti- 
cable, nor unnatural : and there are certain means, 
by which the disadvantages, complained of, may be 
lessened at least, if not entirely removed. 

To b^in with the last. It is very true, that the 
constraint of a formal and studied civility is foreign 
to the genius of this sort of composition ; and it is, 
also, as true, that somewhat of this constrained ci- 
yility is scarce separable from a just copy and faith- 
fol picture of conversation in our days. The reason 
of which is to be gathered from the nature of our 
policies and governments. For conversation, I 
mean the serious and manly sort, as well as elo- 
quence, is most cultivated and thrives best amidst 
'|he quality of conditions in republican and popular 
states, 

~ And, though this inconv^ience be less perceived 
, by us of this free country than by most others, yet 
something of it will remain wherever monarchy, 
with its consequent train of subordinate and depen- 
dent ranks of men, subsists. 

Now the proper remedy in the ,cate is, to bring 
f^clf uqi oi^l^ t(»ether ia Di^gue as are of th? 
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same rank ; or at least to class our speakers with 
such' care as that any great inequality in that respect 
may be compensated by some other ; such as the 
superiority of age, wisdom, talents, or the like. A 
Chancellor of England and a Country Justice, or 
€ven a Lord and his Chaplain, could hardly be 
shewn in Dialogue, without incurring some ridicule. 
But a Judge and a Bishop, one would hope, might 
be safely brought together ; and if a great Philoso- 
pher should enter into debatev with a lettered Man 
of Quality, the indecorum would not be so violent 
as to be much resented. 

But the influence of modem manners reaches 
even to names and the ordinary forms of address. 
In the Greek and Roman Dialogues, it was permit- 
ted to accost the greatest persons by their obvious 
and familiar appellations. Alcibudes had no more 
addition, than Socrates : and BrutUs and C^sar 
lost nothing of their dignity from being applied to in 
those direct terms. The moderns, on the contrary, 
have their guards and fences about them ; and we 
hold it an incivility to approach them without some 
decent periphrasis, or ceremonial title — 



-gaudentprsenomine molles 



Auricula;. 

ft Was principally, I believe, ivr this reason, that 
inoderb writ*l!B :of IKalogu? have had recourse t« 
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fictitious names and characters, rather than venture 
on the uae of real ones : the former absolving them- 
from this cumbersome ceremony, which, in the 
case of the latter, could not so properly be laid 
aside. Pauemon and Philander, for instfoiee, are 
not only well-sounding words ; but slide as easily 
into a sentence, and as gracefully too, m Ciceeo 
and Amcirs : while the Mr''s_and the Sirs, nay his 
Grace, his Excellency, or bis Honour*, of modern 
Dialogue, have not only a formality that hurts the 
ease of conversation, but a harshness too, which is 
somewhat offensive to a well-tuned Attic or Roman 
ear. 

All this will be allowed ; and yet, to speak plainly 
and with that freedom which ancient manners in- 
dulge, the barbarity of these forms is not worse than 
the pedantry of taking such disgust at them. And 
there are ways, too, by which the most offensive - 
circumstances in this account may be so far quali- 
fied as to be almost overlooked, or at least endufed. 
What these are, the capable and intelligent reader 
or writer is not to be told; and none but such would 
easily apprehend. 

To come then to the other objection of Lord 
Shaftesbury, which is more considerable. 

it would be a manifest felsehood, he thinks, and 

directly against the truth both of art and nature, to 

o Adt. to <m jhahoTt P. 1. towards ibsr eisd. 
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engage the modems in a grave discourse of any 
length. And it is true, the great men of our time 
do not, like the Senators of ancient Rome, spend 
whole dajrs in learned debate and formal disputation : 
yet their meetings, especially in private parties, 
with their fi-tends, are not so wholly frivolous, but 
that they sometimes discourse seriously, and evea 
pursue a subject of learning or business, not with 
coherence only, but with some care. And will not 
this be ground enough for a capable writer to go 
npon, in revivify the way of Dialogue between such 
men? 

But, to give the most probable air to his fiction, 
he may find it necessary to recede from the strict 
imitationof his ori^nals, in one instance. 

It may be advisable not to take for his speakers, 
living persons ; I. mean, persons, however respect- 
able, of his own age. We may fancy of the dead, 
what we cannot so readily believe of the living. 
And thus, by endeavouring a little to deceive our- 
selves, we may come to think tliat natural, which, 
is not wholly incredible ; and may admit the writer's 
invention for a picture, though a studied and fiat- 
tering one, it may be, of real life. 

In short, it may be a good rule in modem Dia- 
logue, as it was in ancient Tragedy, to take our 
subjects, and choose our persons, out of former 
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times. And, under the prejudice of that opinion 
which is readily entertained of such subjects and 
characters, an artist may contrive.to pass that upon 
us for Fact, which was only ingenious fiction ; and 
so wind up his piece to the perfection of ancient 
Dialogue, without departing too widely from the 
decorum and truth of conversation in modem life. 

Such at least is the Idea, which the Author of 
these Dialogues has formed to himself of the manner 
in which this exquisite sort of composition may be 
attempted by more successful writers. For to con- 
ceive an excellence, and to copy it, he understands 
and laments, are very difierent thiugs. 

Trurcaston. 

NSCCLXiV. 
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DIALOGUE I. 

ON SINCERITY IN THE COMMERCE 
OP THE WORLD: 

BETWEEN 

DR. HENRY MORE, 

AND 

EDMimO WALLER, ESQ. 
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DIALOGUE L 

ON SINCERITY IN THE COMMERCE 
OF THE WORLD. 



DiL HENRY MORE, EDMUND WALLER, Esq: 



MR. WALI^R. ' 

xLKOUGH, enough, my firiend, on the good 
old chajrter of Sinceritif and Honour, Your 
rhetoric, and not your reasoning,. is too much 
for me. Believe it, your fine stoical lesson* 
must 'ftll give way to a little common sense, I 
meaii, to a prudent accommodation of ourselves, 
to times and qtrcuinstances ; which, whether 
you wilt dignify it with the name of philosophy, 
tor no, is the only method of living with credit 
in the world, and eveii with safe^. 



DR. MORE. / 

Accommodation is, no doubt, a good Trord 
to stand in the place of insincerity. But, pray. 
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DuLootn in which of the great moral masters hsTe you 
picked up this term, and, much more, the vir- 
tuous practice^ it so well expresses ? 



MR. WALLER. T, 

I learnt it from the great master of life, 8x- 
pnipNGB : ' A doctor, little heard of in Ae 
^hoolfl, but of mora authori^ with men of 
lense, than all the solemn talkers of the porcfa^ 
or doister, put t<^ther. 



After much reserve, I confess, you begin to 
express yourself very clearly. But, good Sir, 
hot to take up your conclusion too hastily^ 
have tlie patience to bear— 



MR. WALLER. / 

Have I not, then, heard, and sure with pa- 
tience enough, your studied harangues on this 
subject } You have discoursed it, I must own, 
very plausibly. But the impression, which 
fine words make, is one thing, and the convic- 
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tion of reasoti, aootfaer. And, not to waste Diaubv* 
more ttmte in fruitless altercation, let ME, if 
you pleaw, rewi you s lecture of morals : not 
t)ut of anciient books, or the visions of en un^- 
practised philosophy, but from the schools of 
business and real life. Such a view of thingk 
will discredit these high notions, and may serve, 
for the future, to amend and rectify all you^ 
^stems. 



Coitamend me to a man of the world, for t 
Rectifier of moral systems! — Yet, if it were 
Only for the pleasure of being let into the so- 
i:rets of this new doctrine o{ Accommodation, 
J am coDtent to become a patient hearer, in 
my turn j and the rather, as the day, whic^, 
you see, wears apace, will hardly give leave for 
laterr^tioa) or indeed afford you time enough 
for the AiU display of your wit oa t^iu -extraor- , 
diaaiy sittyeett 

J 

MR.WAIT^ER. 

We have day enou- j^ before us, for the busi- 
Ae«s in hand, Tis true, this wood-land walk 
has not the charm ' j^ which you lately li^*wfed 
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lh*u«i]£ on 2 cert*\aphihs<^hictU garden \ But the 
faeavenB are as clear, and the air, that blows 
upon UE, as fresh, as in that fine evening which 
drew your friends abroad, and engaged them in 
a longer debate, than that with which 1 am 
now likely to detain you. For, indeed, I have 
.only to lay before you the result of my own 
experience and observation. All my ailments 
are plain &cts, which are soon told, and about 
which there can be no dispute. Yon shall 
judge for yourself, how iar they will authorize 
the conclusion I mean to draw from them. 

The poirit, I am bold enough to maintain 
a^inst you philosophers, is, briefly, this ; 
'* That sincerity^ or a scrupulous r^rd to 
" truth in all our conversation and behaviour, 
" how specious soever it may be in theory, is 
*' a thing impossible in practice ; that there is 
" no living in the world on these terms ; and 
'*^tiiat«manof business must either quit the 
" acene, er leam to temper the strictness of 
'' your discipline with some reasonable accom- 
** modations. It is exactly the dilemma of the. 
"poet, 

" Vivere si recte nescis, diacede peritis ; 

» ThefCGne(rfDr.Moai'iPlviHptAi.«evH, printed 
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*' of all which I presume, as I said, to offer my DiAtoaoi 
*' own experience, as the shortest and moat con- 
** yindng demonstration." 



The subject, I confess, is fairly delivered, 
and nothii^ can be juster than this appeal to 
experience, provided you do not attempt to 
delude yourself or me by throwing &lse colours 
upon it. 

MR. WALLER. 3 

It will be your business to remonstrate against 
these arts, if you discover any such. My in- 
tention is to proceed in the way of a direct and 
simple recital. 

** I was bom, as you know, of a good family, 
and to the inheritantK of this paternal seat '', 
with the easy fortune that belongs to it. To 
this, I succeeded but too soon by the untimely 
loss of an excellent father. His death, how* 
ever, did not deprive me of those advantages 

b At BiACOKSFiBLD In Bucks, tlic suppoud aceoe oF die 
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BiAWoot which are thought to arise firom a strict and 
virtuous education. This care devolved oa 
my mother, a woman of great prudence, vrha 
provided for ttiy instruction in letters and every 
other accomplishment.. I was, of myself^ 
enough inclined to books, and was supposed to 
have some parts which deserved oultivation. i 
was accordingly trained in the study of those 
writings, which are the admiratioa of men of 
eleguit minds and refined morals. I was a 
tolerable master of the languages, in which 
they are composed ; and, I may venture to say, 
was at least imbued with their notions and 
principles, if I waa not able at that time to 
catch the spirit of their composition : all which 
was confirmed in me, by the constant atten- 
dance and admonitions of the best tutors, and 
the strict discipline of your collies. I men' 
tion these things to shew you, that I was not 
turned loose into the world, as your complaint 
of men of business generally is, unprincipled 
and uninstructed ; and that what austere men 
might afterwards take "for some degree of liber- 
tinism in my conduct, is not to be charged 
on >the want of a sober or even learned educa- 
tion." 
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- Duuoua 
DR. IfORI. i *• 

I understand you mean to take no advant^e 
(^ that pleaj if what follows be not answerable 
to so high expectations. 

Ur. waller. 

' Tlie season was now come, when my rank 
' and fortune, together with the solicitations of 
my friends, drew me forth, diough reluctantly, 
from the college into the world. I was then, 
indeed, under twenty ; but so practised in the 
best things, and so enamoured of the moral 
lessons whidi had been taught me, that I car- 
ried with me into the last parliament of king 
James, not the showy accomplishments of learn- 
ing only, but the high enthusiasm of a warm 
and active virtue. Yet the vanity, it may be, of a 
young man, distinguished by some advantages, 
- and conscious enough of ^em, wa;, for a time, 
the leading principle nith me. In this dis- 
position, it may be supposed, I could not ba 
long vrithouti desiring an introduction to the 
court. It was not a school of that virtue I had 
been used to, yet had some persons in it <^ 
eminent worth and honour. A vein of poetry, 
which seenud to flow naturally fixim me, was 
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DtAtoocE that by which I seemed most ambitious to iW 
commend myself *=j And occasions quickly' 
offered for that purpose. But this was a play 
of, ingehiiity iti which the heart had no share. 
I niade comphmentary verses on the great lords 
and ladies of the court^ with as much simplicity 
and as little meaning as my bows in the drawing 
room, and thought it a fine thing to be taken 
notice of, as a wit, in the fashionable circles. 
In the mean'Umej the eorniptions of » lobse 
disorderly court gave me great scandal. And 
the abject flatteries, I observed in some of the 
highest stations and gravest characters, filled 
me with indignation. As an instance of this^ 
I can never forget the resentment, that fired 
my young breast at the conversation you have 
often heard me say I was present at, betwixt 
the old king, and two of his court prelates ^^ 
~- And if the prudent and witty tum> the vene- 
rable bishop of If^nchester ^ve to the dis- 
course, had not atoned, in some measure, for 
the rank ofTensive servility of the oth&!'t it had 
been enough to determine me, forthwith, to an 
implacable hatred of kings and courts for ever. 

c See his works, where are some pieces of a vcfy earl;^ 
dale} thoughl-ordCLABEKDON tells us, Aeic(icn«ar tAir/ji 
yean of age, before he was fiatch taken ttoliee of as a Poet. 
Contin. of his Ufe, P. I. p. 25. 

^ Dr. Andrews, bishop of Winchester, and Dr. N<At» 
bishop of Vurhtm. The Btca? is welt icnowii. 
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SR. MOKE. ^ ** 

It must be owned the provocation was veiy 
cross, and the offence taken at it no more thaa 
a symptom of a generous and manly virtue. 

UR. WALLER. 7 

It left a deep impression on my mind ; y«t 
it did not hinder me from appearing at court 
in the first yc^rs of the following reign, when 
the vanity of a thoughtless muse, rather thaa 
any relaxation of my ancient manners, drew 
from mCj agam, some occasional panegyrics 
on greatness ; which being presented in verse, 
J thought would hardly be suspected of flattery. . 



This iadnlgebce of a thoughtless muse (as 
you call it) was not without its duiger. I am 
a^d this must pass for the first instance of 
your ncrificii^ to Insikcehiiy. ' 



MK. WAU.ER. 



( 



Your fears are too hasty. This was still a 
trial of my-mt : and after ia few wanton circles^ 
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PuLMtuB as it were to breathe and exercise my muse^ I 
drew.her in from these amotements to a stricter 
iQanage and more severe discipline. The long 
interval of parliaments now followed ; and in 
this suspension of business I applied myself to 
every virtuous pursuit that could be likely to 
iotprove my mind, or purify my morals. Be- 
lieve me, I cannot to this day, . without plea- 
sure, reflect on the golden hours, I passed in 
tile society of such accomplished men as Falk- 
land, HvDE, and Chillingwortr. And, for 
my more retired amusemente at this place, yoa 
mlljudgeof the good account I might render of 
these, when I add, they were constantly shaied 
with that great prdate, who now, with so muCh 
dijfnrty, fills the throne of tf^i^kester*. 



DR. MORS. % 

'This enthusiasm of yoor'a is cvtcMng, and 
raises in ne^an incredikde impatience to eoiiie 
•t the tnumj^B of a virtue, triMied uid p^- 
Tected in her beet acfaoel^ the muwnaA&ei-^ 
heroes and sages. 

« Dr. GxoiGE MoiLBT. 
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MR. WALLER. ^ * 

You shall hear. The jealouaies, that had 
alarmed the nation for ' twelve y^ars, -vKte now 
to have a Tent given tbem, by the call of tibe 
parliament in ^prii I64O. As, the occasion, 
on which it met, was in the highest degree in- 
teresting, the assembly itself was the most au- 
gust, that perhaps had ever deliberated on 
public councils. There was a glow of honour, 
of liberty, and of virtue in all hearts, in all 
faces: and yet this fire was tempered with so 
composed a wisdom, and so sedate a courage, 
that it seemed a synod of heroes ; and, as some 
would then say of 113, could only be matched 
by a senate of old Rome in its age of highest 
gloty. To this parliament I had the honour 
to be dented, whither I went with high- 
n^ected tboBghts, and a heart pasting lorgloiy 
and the brue service of my country. The dis- 
solution, which so unhappily followed, served 
only to increase this ardour. 3o thatj on our 
next meetii^ in November, I went ii%dy and 
warmly, into the measures of those, who wei^ 
supposed to mean the best. I voted, I spoke, 
I impeached '. In a word, I gave a free scope 

r This alludes to the impeachmeot of Mr. Jiutice Craw- 
LBT, Jub/ 6, 1641, for bis extra-judi<.:al opinion in the 
a&ir ot Ship^numtf. Mr.WAi.i.Ei'sspeediontl 
» extant amongBt hu works. 
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DuLOGOTt to those generous thoughts aod purposes which 
had been collecting in me for so many years, 
and W88 in the foremost rank of those, whose 
pulse beat highest for liberty, and who were 
mostactive for the interest of the public. 



This was indeed a triumph,*the very me- 
mory of which warms you to this moment. So 
bright a flame was not easily extingUif^ied. 



MR. WALLER. fO ' 

It continued for some time in all its vigour. 
High as my notions were of public liberty, 
they did not transport me, with that zeal which 
prevailed on so many others, to act against the 
just prerogative of the crown, and the ancient 
constitution. I owe it to the conversation and 
influence of the excellent Bociety, before-men- 
tioned, that neither the spirit, the sense, nor, 
what is more, the relationship and intimate ac- 
quuntance of Mr. HahppenF, could ever biasa 
me to his deeper designs, or any irreverence to 

S The fiunous Mr. UMtrpEH nu hk «iK4f . 
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the unhappy king's pet^on. Many things con- Cmlooub 
curred to preserve 'eie in this due mean. The 
violent tendenciea of many councils on the par- 
liament's side; many gracioiM and important 
compliances on the kit^s; the great examples 
of some who had most authority with good 
men ; and, lastly, my own temper, which, in 
its highest fervours, always incHned to modera- 
tion; thes^ and other circumstances kqit me 
from the excesses, on either hand, which so 
-few were able to avoid in that scene of {Hiblic 
tmnfttBion^ 

t>R. .MORS. 1.0 

This moderation carries with it all the mari^ 
•f « real and confimed virtue^ 



tIR. WALLER. 



;' 



t rather expected you wtould have ccnsidered 
it &s another tacrifice to Insinceritjf. Such, I 
remember, was the language of many at that 
^me. The enthusiasts on both sides agreed to 
stigmatize this temper with the name of iVe»* 
trality. Yet this tteatment did not pmwBt 
'■me, when the ^r broke out, from takii^ -a 
course, which I easily foresaw, would tend 'tn 

VOL. III. E 
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PuLoom increase such siupieions ; for now, to open a 
fresh scene to you, 1 had assumed, if not new 
principles, yet new notions of the manner in 
which good pohey required me to exert my 
old ones. The general virtue, or what had the 
appearance of it at least, had hitherto made 
plain-dealing an easy and convanient conduct. 
But things were now changed. The minds of 
all men were on flre: deep designs were laid, 
and no practice stuck at that might be proper 
to advance the execution of them. In this si- 
tuation of af&irs, what could simple honesty 
do, but defeat the purpose and endanger the 
safety of its master } I now, first, began to re- 
flect that this was a virtue for other times : at 
-'least, that not to quahfy it, In some sort, was, 
at such a juncture, not honesty, but impru- 
dence: and when I had once follen into this 
train of thinking, it is wonderful how many 
things occurred to me to justify- and recom- 
mend it. The humour of acting always on 
one principle was, I said to myself, like that 
of stuling with one wind: whereas the expert 
mariner wins his way by plying in all direc* 
tions, as occasions serve, and making the best 
of all weathers. Then I considered with my- 
self the ^ad policy, in -such a conjuncture, of - 
Cato and Bfturus, and easily approved in my 
b«^ mind the more phant and conciliating me- 
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thod of Cicero. Those stoics, thought I, ruined DiAtoou» 
themselves and their cause by a too obstinate 
adherence td their systetn. The Hberal and 
more enlai'ged conduct of the academic, who 
took advantage of all iVinds that blew in that 
time of civil dissension, had a chance at least 
for doing his country better service. Obser- 
vation, as well as books, furnish me with these 
reflections. I perceived with what difficulty 
the Lord Falkland's rigid principles had suf- 
fered him to accept an office of the greatest 
consequence to the public safety"^: and I un- 
derstood to what an extreme his scruples had 
carried him in the discharge of it'. This, con- 

i^ That oi Secretary of State. The Lord Ci-ftBiNDONteUl 
iis it was with the utmost difficulty he persuaded him to 
accept it, " There were two considerations (says the hii- 
torian) that made most impression on him ; the one, lest 
the world should believe that his own ambition had pro- 
cured tbie promotion, and that he had therefore appeared 
Signally in th^ bouse to bppose those procet<l<ngs, that he 
might thereby render himself gracious to the court ; The 
other, lest the king should expect sUch a submission and 
resignation of himself and his own reason and judgment 
to his commands as he should never give of pretend to 
give j for he was so severe an a<krer of truth, that bi 
would as easily have given himself leave to steal as to dis- 
semble," &c. B. iv. 

1 liie noble histoiian, before cited, gives us two in- 
stances of Lord ,Falkland's scrupulosity. The one was, 
*' Hist h« coiild never bring himsell to etnploy spies, Or 
E S 
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Vta^* tiaded 1, can never be the office of virine ia 
such & world, and in such a period. And Ui^ 
that of the poet, so skilled in the knowledge of 
life, occrared to me, 

— aut virtus nomen inane est, 
Aut decus et pretium recte petit EXPERiENSvir; 

that is, as I explained it, " The man of a ready 
and dexterous turn in affairs ; one who knows 
how to take advantage of all circumstenceSf 
, and is not restrained, by his bigotiy, Irom va^ 
rying his conduct, as occasions serve, and 
making, as it were, experiments in business.** 



You poets, I suppose, have an exclusive right 
to expWa one another ; or these words might 
leem to bear a more natural interpretation. 

MR, WALLER. I'i- 

You will understand firom this account^ 
vrluch I have opened eo particularly to you, on 

pve any conntenfiace or entertaimnent to them :" The 
ttker, " Tiat he could never allow himself tie liberty of 
c^tenitig letters, upon a Buspicion that they ought cootuQ 
aoitter of dangerous consequ^ice," B. vui 
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what reasons I was induced to alter my fAaa, Pulmdk . 
or rather to pursue it with those arts of pni* 
dence and address, which the turn of the times 
had now rendered necessary." The conclusicm 
V«8, I resolved to pursue steadily the kite's, 
which at the same time was manifestly the na-. 
tion's iutereet, and yet. to keep fair with the 
parhament, and the managers on that side ; 
for this !q>peared the likeliest way of doing him 
xeal service. And yet some officious scruples, 
which forced themselves upon me at first, 'had 
like to have fixed me in other measures. In 
the stream of those who chose to desert tho 
houses rather than share in the violent counsel* 
that prevailed in them, the general di^ust had 
also carried me to withdraw myself. But this 
start of zeal was soon over. I presently saw, 
and found means to satisfy the king, that it 
would be more' for his service that I should re- 
turn to the parliament. I therefore resumed 
iny seat, and took leave (to say the truth, it 
was not denied me by the house, who had 
tiieir own ends to serve by this indulgence ^) to 

k 'to this purpose my Lord Claiendon. "He[Mr.W,j 
tpoke, upon all occasions, with great shaTpness and free- 
dCHB: which (now there were so few that used it, axA 
Oere was no danger of being over-voted) was not re~ 
•trained; aod therefore used as an argument against those, 
who were gone upoa pretence, that they were not suffered 
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piAuwDB reason and debate in alt points with great free- 
dom. At the same time my afiections to the 
common interest were not suspected ; for, 
having no connexion with the court, nobody 
thought of charging me with private views ; 
and not forgetting, besides, to cultivate a good 
understanding with the persons of chief credit 
in the house, the . plainness I used could only 
be taken for what it was, an honest and parlia- 
mentary liberty. This situation was, for a 
, time, very favourable to me: for the king's 
friends regarded me as the champion of their 
cause ; whilst the prudence of my carriage to- 
wards the leading members secured me, in s 
good degree, from their jealousy. 



PR. MORE. I V 

Your policy, I observe, had now taken ^ 
more reBned turn. The juncture of a^irs 
might possibly justify this address: but the 
ground you stood upon was slippery; and I 
own myself aJarmed at what may be the con- 
sequence of this solicitous pursuit of popu^ri^. 

to declare their Gpinion.freelj' m tlie house ; wbich could 
not be believed, when, all men knew what liberty Mr. 
Wallek look, and spoke every day with impuni^, againit 
^e aeoie and proceedings of the house." i@. Tu. ' 
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MR. WALLER. f ^ 

No exception, I think, can be fiiirly taken at 
the methods by which I pursued it. However, 
tiiis popularity it was, as you rightly divine, 
which drew upon me all the mischiefs that fol- 
lowed. For the application of all men, dis' 
posed to the king's service, was now made to 
me. I had an opportunity, by this means, of 
knowing the characters and views of particular 
persons, and of getting an insight into the true 
state of the king's a&irs. And these advan- 
tages, in the end, drove me on the project, 
which, on the discovery, came to be called my 
Plot i an event, which, with all its particulars, 
you understand too well to qeed any informs* 
tion from me ^bout it, 



• DR. MORE. -^ 

The story, as it was noised abroad, I am no 
stranger to : but this b^ng one of those occa- - 
sions, as they say. In which both your policy 
and virtue were put to the sharpest trial, it 
would be much to the purpose you have in view 
by this recital, to favour me with your own ac^ 
COUQt of it, 



i.,Coo(^Ic 
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Mot. WAUBR. 



/^ 



.* To lead yoV trough all {Strtkdlars would 
not suit with the brevity you require of me".- 

' But something I will say to obviate the mtscon-- 
captions yon may possibly have entertained o£ 
^is business \ For the plot itself, ^e utmost 
of my design was only to form such, a combi- 
nation unoDg the honest and well-affected oS 
all sorts, as might have weight enough to in- 
cline the houses to a peace, and prevent the 

' miseries that were too certainly to be appre* 

. headed from a civil war. It was never in my 
thoughts to surprize the parliament or city by 
force, or engage the army in the support and 
execution of my purpose. But »y design in 
this affair, though the fury of my enemies, and 
the fetal jealousy of the time, would not suffer 

', it to be rightly understood, is not that which 
my friends resented, and which most men were 
disposed to blame in me. It was my behaviour 
afterwards, and the c^liquity of some means 
which I found expedient to my own safety, 
that exposed me to so rude a storm of censure. 
It continues, I know, to beat upon me even at 
this distance. Bat the injustice hath ariiot- 

1 Se« Lord Clabekdoh's SktoiJ, 
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fi:btQ^i Ibive' of vulg^ pr^odices, «id frott. 
the want of entering iiubo those enlarged prior 
ci^es, on winch U vni- uetetaaxy for. ib« t» 
proceed in that juncture. 



Dft. HORX. ' V ' 

Yet the ill success of this plot itself might 
have shewn you, what the design of acting 
on these CTi/arg-erf/jn'ncipfe* was likely to come 
to. It was an unlucky experiment, this, you 
had made in theneto arts of living ; and should 
b%ve been' a warning to you, not to proceed in 
ft path which, at the very entrance of it, had in* - 
Tolved you in such difficulties. 



MR. WAiLERi / V 



No, it was not the new path, you object to 
me, but the good old road of Sincerity, which 
misled me into those brambles. I, in thf 
umplicity of my heart, thought it jny duty to 
adhere to the injured king's cause, and be- 
iiered my continuance in parliament the fairest, 
as well as the likeliest method, that could be 
taken to support it. Had I temporized so for 
«s cither to deKrt my prince, and strike in with 



i.,Coo(^Ic 
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tiie pariiftroent, or, on the other baiui, had left 
the house and gone with the leceders to Oxford^ 
either way I had been flecure. But resolving/ 
as I did, to hold my principles, and follow my 
judgment, I fell into those unhappy circum-' 
stances, from which all the dexterity I aftcr^ 
wards assumed was little enough to deliver tcv^ 



But if your intentions were so pure, and the 
methods, by which you resolved to prosecute 
them, so blameless, how happoidd it that any 
[^t could be wotted up of so much danger tiii 
your Ufe and person ? 



HH. WALLER. > ^ 

This was the very thing 1 was goii^ to ex- 
plain to you. My intentions towards the par^ 
Kament were fair and honourable : as I retained 
my seat there, I could not allow myself in the 
nse c^ any but parliamentary methods to pror 
mote the cause I had undertaken. And this, 
u I said, was the whole purpose of the tnn^ 
Unation, which was made the preten<£ to ruin 
me : for my unhappy project of a reconciliatioa, 
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waff «0 inestricably confouncled with another of puwo«» 
more dangerous tendency, the commission of 
array, sent at that time from Oxford, that 
nothing, I presently saw, could possibly dis- 
entangle so perplexed a business, or defeat the 
malice of my enemies, if I attempted, in the 
xnore direct way, to stand on my defence. 
Presuroptions, if not proofs, they had in 
abundance : the consternation of all men was 
great ; their rage, unrelenting ; and the gene- 
ral enthusiasm of the time, outrageous. Con- 
nderall this, and see what chance there was 
for escaping their injustice, if I had restrained 
myself to the sole use of those means, which 
you men of the cloister magnify so much, under 
I knownotwhat names of Sincerity and Honour. 
And, indeed, this late experience, of what was 
to be expected from' the way of plain dealing, 
had determined me, henceforth, to take a dif- 
■ ferent route; and, since I had drawn these 
mischiefo on myself by Sincerity, to try what 
a little management could do towards lirin^ng 
pie out of them. 



It was not, I perceive, without cause, that 
die subtlety you had begun to have recourse to, 
filed me with apprehensions. Sincerity and 
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J^uA--v* Honour, Mp-Wali^qr, are plaiiT tbingt, «a4 
hold no acquuntaacQ vnxk this ingenious 



ME. WALLER. I ' 

What, not in such a situation ? It thomtd 
teem then,, as if you moralists Conceived a maa 
wved nothing to hims^f : that selfi-pres^rvaiiov 
was not what God and Nature have made i^ 
the first and .Dio$t. binding of all laws: ihat a 
man's &m)ly, not to say his country, have nft 
iiiterest in the Hfe of an innocent and deserving 
citizen; and, in one wi^d, that prudence n 
but an emp^ ■name, though you give it a plac* 
among your cardinal virtues. All this must 
be concluded before you reject, as ualawfhl, 
the means I was forced upon, at this season^ 
for my defence : means, I presume, to say, so 
sagely contrived, and, as my very eaemies will 
own, executed so happily, that I cannot to thip 
day reSect on my conduct in that a&ir with^ 
out satis&ction. 



Yet it had some eenscquencea which a man 
of your generosiQji would a little startle at.— 



I 
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MR. WALLER. 1 ^ *• 

I undo-stand you : my friends — But I shall 
answer that objection in its place. 

Let me at present go on with the particulari 
of my defence. The occasion, as you see, was 
distressful to the last degree. To deny or de- 
fend myself from the chaise was a thing im- 
possible. What remained then but to confess 
it, and in so frank and ample a manqer, as 
might bespeak the pity or engage the protection 
of my accusers ? I resolved to say nothing but ^ 

the truth ; and, if ever the whole truth may 
be spoken, it is when so alarming an occasion 
calls for it. Besides, what had others, ^o 
might be afiected by the discovery, to complaia ■ 
of? ' I disclaimed no part of the guilt myself: 
nor could any confession be made, that did 
not first wid chiefly affect me. And if I, who 
was principal in the contri^Tince, had the best 
chance for escaping by such confession, what 
had they, who were only accomplices, to ap- 
prehend from it ? Add to this, that the num- 
ber and credit of the persons, who were 
charged with having a share in the design, were, 
of all others, the likeliest considerations to pre- 
vail with the houses to drop the fui-ther prose- 
'cutibn of it - 
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IhlLAOCB 



'VV'el!, the discovery had great efiects. But 
Hiiae was no stopping here. Penitence, as well 
as confessioh, is expected from a sinner^ I had 
to do with hypocrites of the worst sort. What 
fairer weapons, then, than hypocrisy and dis- 
simulation ? I counterfeited the strongest re-> 
Xaorse, and with a hfe aiid spirit that disposed 
all men to beUeve, and most to pity me. My 
trial was put off in very compassion to my 
disorder ; which, in appeararice, was so great, 
that some suspected my understanding had 
been afiected by it. In this contrivance I had 
two views ; to gain time for my defence, and 
to keep it off till the fury of my prosecutor! 
Was abated. In this interval, indeed, some of 
my accomplices suffered. But how was it 
possible for me to apprehend that, when, if 
any, I myself might expect to have fallen the 
first victim of their resentment } 

DR. MORE. [1 

If this apology satisfy yourself, 1 need not 
interrupt your story with any exceptions* 

MR. WAlXERi I \ 

It was, in truth, the only thing which af- 
fiicted me in the course of this whole business. 
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But time and r^ecrion have reconciled me to duu»«« 
what was, in some sense, occasioned, bat et>t* 
tainly not intended, by.me. Audit would be 
>i strange mcavlity that should charge a mftn 
with the uAdeHgned ctmsequences of his «wa 
actions. 

DR. MORE. I \ 

And were all the symptoms of a disturbed 
mind, you made a shew of, then entirely amit- 
terlmt> 

MR. WALLER. 1^ 

As certainly as thoee of the Roman BRin'irs, 
who, to. tell you the truth, was my example 
on that occasion. It was the business of both 
of us to elude the malice of our enemies, and 
reserve ourselves for the future service of ouir 
lespective countries. , 

But all I have told you was only a prelude 
to a further, and still more necessary, act of 
dissimulation. Ilad the house been left to it- 
. self, it might possibly have absolved me, en 
the merits of so lai^ a confession, and so 
.lively a repentance. But! had to do with 
anotiier class of men, with holy inquisitors of ^ 
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t>utftGck sordid triinds, end sour spirits; priesdy i«- 
fertners, Prho«e tense was txitse, and religion 
im&tici&ni,' anil that too femientai with Ihe 
levenofeatthlyavBt^andanibitioQ. Theseha^ - 
great influence both within doors and without, 
and would r^rd what had hitherto passed as 
nothing, if I went not much further. To 
thikee, having began in so good a train) I yra» 
now to address myself. I had studied theii* 
humours, and understood to a tittle the ^rts 
ihxt were most proper to gain them. 

The first step to the countenance and good 
liking of these restorers of primitive parity 
was, I well knew, the most implicit subjection 
both oT will and understanding. I magritfied 
'their gifts, I revered their sanctity. -I debased 
'iny«df with all imaginable bumili^: I eX- 
'tolled them with the grossest flattery. 

Having thus succeeded to my wish in draw-- 
ing the principal of these saints around me, I 
-advanced further: I sought their instruction, 
solicited their advice, and importuned theii" 
ghostly consolation. This brought roe into 
• high favour ; they regarded me as one, wlfo 
wished and deserved to be enlightened : they 
strove which should impEH^ most of their lights 
, and revelations to me. I besought them £o 
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ei^pound, and pray, and preach before me: Diunooa 
nay, I even preached, and prayed, and ex- 
pounded before them. I out-«anted tbe<b«st- 
^flied of thew ; and ont-rsiled the bittei^ of 
all their decrierft €£ an aati-christiAU prelacy. 
In short, it would have moved ytmr lau^t^F 
or your indignation to observe, how Bubmis- 
sively I demeaned myself to these spiritual 
fathers; how I hung or their words, echoed 
their coarse sayings, and mimicked their beg- 
garly tones and grimaces. • 

To complete the iarce, I iiitteated thdr :ac- 
oeptahoe of such returns for their godly instnic* 
tions, as fortune had enabled me to make 
them. I prevailed .with theib to give leave 
that'.so .unworthy a person might be the in- , 
stmiment of conveying earthly acconmiodfttioiui 
to these dispensers of heavenly treasures ; and 
it Mirpasaes.aU be&cf, with what an awidi^ they 
devoured them ! It is true, this last vras a se- 
rious' coniideration : in all other reipects, the 
whole. Was a perfect comedy ; and of so ridicu- 
lous a cast, that, though my situation gave me 
power of face to cany it off gravely tiien, I 
have never reflected on it since without 
laught«r. 
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DR. MORE. 



^ 



' Truly, u ytM describe it, it was no senous 
some. But vvbat I admire most, is the dex^ 
terityof your genius, and the prodigious pro- 
gress you had now made in your favourite arU 
o( 'acoemmodation. 



-■ 'MRi WALI.KK. 

Necessity is the best master. Besides, caa 
you blane me for. taking more than owunon 
pains to outdo these misotants in their own 
way ; I m^bt aay, txy eixal in an art which 
surptsses, or at least coaipnaes in it the essence 
at all tme wisdom ^ Thq precept of your ad< 
mired Antdniniis, as ytm rcininded me to-day, 
is siHruET TouBsuv ■*. That, I think, was 
&e qaaiDt«x}H««Bion. k had sb«wn his reach 
and mastery in the tiade he professed, 'mudk 
more, if instead of it, he had preadied upr 
ACCOMMODATE YOURSELF; the grand secret 
as long eiq)erieDce has taught me, btne beat^ 
que vtrencb'. 

V *AtX>ir» ffuinif. lib. ir. \ SS. whicli Dr. tAatx, imh 
ii. c. 3. of Us Encbibioion ETHicuifj tnmsUtei, lintpli- 
fcateiptum. 
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- All BMtteri thus ptepared, there was riow'DwLoquB 
no haztt-d in playing my last game. I re-' 
quested and obtained legvG to make my defence 
before the parliament. I had acquired a'knack 
in speaking ; and had drawn on myself more 
credit, than fine words deserve, by a scenical 
and specious eloquence. If ever I acquitted 
myself to my with, it was on this occasion. I 
soothed, 1 flattered, I alarmed : every topic Of 
art which mj youth had learned, every sub-' 
ject of address which experience had suggested, 
every trick 'and artifice of popular adulation^' 
was exhausted. All men were prepued by the 
practices (^ my saintly emissaries to hear me 
with favour; and, whidi is the first and last 
advantage of a speaker, to believe me seriously 
and consdentiously afiected. 

In the end I triumphed ; and for a moderate 
fine obtained leoive to shelter^ myself Irom the 
following storm, which almost desolated this 
unhappy country, by retiring into an exile, at 
that time more desirable than any entployment 
of those I left beliind me. 



■ You retired, I think, to France^ whither, 

no doubt, you carried with you all those 

r 3 
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DuLMDk generous flioughta and consolatcwy rdBexlons, 
which re&esh the spirit of a good man under a 
Consciousness of suffenng ;virtue. 



Mb. walleb. ^. *- 

Why not, i£ prudence be a virtue ? for what, 
but certain prudential re^rde (which in com- 
mon language and common seme are quite 
another thing firom vicious oompliances) have 
hitherto, as you have seen, appeared in my 
conduct? But be they wtuit th^ will, th^ 
bad a very natural efect, and one which will 
alwiys attend on so reasonable a way of pro- 
ceeding. For, since you press me so much, I 
shall take leave to suggest an observation to 
you, more obvious as "well as more candid than 
any you seem inclined to make on the circum- 
stances of this Ibng relation. It is, " that the 
pretended penitence for my past life, and the 
'readiness I shewed to acquiesce in ihs false 
accounts which the parliamott gave of my plot, 
saved my'life, and procured my liberty ; whilst 
the real and tme discoveries I made to gain 
credit to both, hurt my reputation." But such 
a reflexion might have shocked your -syst^n, 
too much. For it shews that all the benefit, 
I drew to myself in this affair, arose from 
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those prudential maxims you condemn^ ami Dialoqvb 
that all the iajuiy, I sufiered, was owing tx> 
the sincerity I still mixed with tbeiu. 



DR. MORE. 



Seriously, Sir- 



MR. WALLER. T,^ 

I can guesi what' you would say : but you ' 
promised to hear me out, without interruption. 

What remains I shall dispatch in few words, 
having so fully vindicated the most obnoxious 
part of my life, and opened the general prin- 
ciples, I acted upon, so clearly. 

I went, as you swd, to, France ; where, in- 
stead of the churlish humour of a malcontent, 
or the unmanly dejection of a disgraced exile, 
I appeared with an ease and gaiety of mind, 
which made, me welcome to the greatest men 
of that country. The ruling principle of my 
philosophy was, to make the best of every si- 
tuation. And, as my fortune enabled me to 
do it, I lived with hospitality, and even eplen- 
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PtwAQM dour; «»d indulgod myself in nil ihe4etight« 
of an enlufjed and dcgant oonvenation. 

Such were my amusements for some yeard ; 
durii^ which time, however, I preserved the 
notions of loyalty, which had occasioned my dis- 
grace, and waited some happier turn of affairs, 
that might restore me with honour to my coon- 
try. But when all hopes of this sort were at 
an end, and the government, after the various 
revolutions which are well known, seemed fixed 
and established in the person of one man, it 
was not all^iance, but obsUna^y, to hold out 
any longer. I easily succeeded in my applica- 
tion to lie recalled, and was even admitted to a 
share in the confidence of the Pkqtgctor. 
This great man was not without a sensibili^ 
of true glory ; and, for that reasot^ was even 
ambitious of the honour, which wit andge* 
, ■ nius are ever ready to confer on illustrious 
greatness. Every muse of that time distin- 
guished, and was distinguished by, him. Mine 
'had improved her voice and accent in a foreign 
country : and what nobler occasion to try her hap- 
piest strain than this, of immortalizing a Hero J 

" Illustrious acts high raptures do infuse, 
*' Aud ev?ry conqueror creates a muse ;" 
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coumntk at tbi waxlp. 

m I ^en and in a ptacgyric, vibitii my ^ti- 
tiid« {Hvmptfd me to pRtaeutte bim^. 



DR. MORE. -? ^ 

This pao^yiic^ pKsnitsd in verse, could 
hardly, I suppose^ be suspected of flattery ! 



ML WALUER. -1 V ' 

I expected this ; but die occaeion, as I saii^ 
znighf have su^ested a fiurer inteipRtatioiL 
And why impute as a fault to me, what the re- 
verend Sprat, as well as Drtden, did not dis- 
dain to countenance 1^ tbcir examples? Be- 
sides, as an argument of the unsullied puri^ 
of my intention, yoa migbt reme m be i ' , me- 
tbinks, that I asked no recoiDpence, and ac- 
cepted none, far the wiUii^ honoun ny imtw 
paid him. 



. It mnit be a scMxItd muse iadee<^ diat sub- 
ntits to a venal prostitution. And^ to do your 
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profession justice, ife is not so much avuioey or 
eren ambition, as a certain gentler pasftipp, the 
vanity, shall I call it } of being w^ll with the 
great, that is fatal to you poets. 



BIB. WALLER, I ^ 

I can allow for the satire of this reproof, in 
a-man of ancient and bookish manners, Bul^ 
to shew my disinterestedoeis. still more, you 
may recollect, if you please, that I embalmed 
his memoiy, when neither hia favour nor his 
smile were to be apprdi^ed, 



DR. UORE. 1 1 

In the short reign of his son. — But what 
then? you nude amends for all, by the con- 
gratulation on the happy return of his preset 
majesty. You know who it was that sQipebody 
complimented in these lines : 

" He best can turn, enforce and soften things, 
'f To praisic great conquerors, and flatty kings.** 
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■CR. WALLBK. 



Z.t> 



Was it for me to stem the torrent of a na- 
tion's joys by a froward and unseasonable si- 
lence ? Did not Horace, who fought at Phi- 
Uppi, do as much for Augustus F And should 
I, who had sufiered for his' cause; not em- 
brace the goodness, and salute the returning 
fortunes, of so gracious, so accomplished a 
master ? His majes^ himself, as I truly say of 
him, in the poem you object to me,' 

^< with wisdom fraught, 
*f Not 8f]^ as boo^s, but such as practice 
taught," 

did me the justice to understand my address 
after another manner. He, who had so often 
been forced by the necessities of his afibirs to 
'tnalke compliuices with the time, nerer re- 
sented- it from me, a private man and a poe^ 
that I bad made some sacrifices of a like na- 
ture. All this might convince you of the great 
truth 1 meant to iqculcate by this long recital, 
' that not a sullen and inflexible Sincerity, but 
a fair and seasonable accommodation of one's 
self, to the various exigencies' of the times, is 
the golden virtue that ought to predominate jn 
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Wuamm a man of life and buBiness, All the rest, be- 
lieve me, is the vety cant of philosophy and 
unexperienced witdom. 



Xm. HOEB. 2 ^ 

Wisdom — and must the sandkf of that 
nunc*- 

KB. WAUKB. ''^ '' 

Hear me. Sir — no exclamations agunst the 
evidenoe of plain iact. I hove a right to expect 
another cmdnct from him, who is grown grey 
in. the studies of moral science. 



YoQ learned another lesson in ike school of 
FAIJU.ANO, Htde, and Chiluncworth. 



HK.WAlLEft. ^'■ 

Yes, one 1 was obliged to unlearn. But, 
since you remind me of that school, «4iat \ras 
the effect of adhering pertinEtciously to its false 
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nuaimif To what pivpose were the lnt« of i^a^mi 
two of ^era.ppodigally thrown away; and the ho- 
nour, the wisdom, the talents of the other, atiXL 
4eftto kngaiahin btjuihment* and obeoaxitj} 



DB. MORB. -ff ' ' 

01 pnq^iAne not the glories of immorta^j 
though successless virtue, with such r^roaohes. 
— ^Tfaose adored names shall preach honour to 
future ages, and enthrone the majesty of virtue 
in the hearts of men, when wit and parts, and 
eloquence and poetry, have not a leaf of all 
their witbcted biiys to- recommend them. 



MR. WALLER. ^ f 

Raptures and chimeras ! Rather judge of 

the sentinients of ^tnre ages, from the present. 
Where is' the man, (1 speak it without boast- 
ing,) that enjoys a fairer fkme ; who is better 
received in alt places ; who ia monre listened to 
in all companies; who reaps the fruits of a 
reaaooable and practicable virtue in every te- 
tatn oS honour, more unquesttonaUy, than be 

a Lbrd CuuMj>iut di«d ia ieT_4. 



i.,Coo(^Ic 



OS smcEBivr nf tide : 

wfaoae Kfe and prineiptes yoQrontFag^ut' vntac 
leads yoa to .undervalue so unworthilj' ? And 
teke.it from me as an oracle, .which long age 
and experietkce enable me. to deliver -vrith^las- 
Anance, " Whoever, in succeeding times, shall 
fonn himself on the plan here given shall meet 
with the safe^, ci^t, applause, and, if be 
chases, honour and fortune in the world, which 
may be promised indeed, but nerer wilt be 
obtMoed, by any other method." 



DK. MORE. 



i^i 



You have spdten. But hear me now, I 
conjure you, whilst a poor despised philoso- 
pher — 

MR. WALLER. '^ t? 

O ! I have marked the emotion this discourse 
of mine hath awakened in you. Z have seen 
ytntr impatimce: I have watched your ^es 
when they sparkled defiance and contradiction 
to my argument. But your warmth makes 
you forget yourself. I gave a patient hearing 
to all your eloquence could sug^t in .this 
cause. I even fevouredyour zeal, and helped 
to blow up your enthusiasm. The rest fell t* 
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my turn ; and besides, the evenii^, as you tee, Diu.««n 
shuts in upon us. Let us escape, at least, 
from its dewa, which, in this decline of the 
year, they say, are not the most wholesome, 
into a warm apartment within doors ; and^then 
I shall not be averse, especially when you have 
taken a few minutes to recollect yourself, to 
debate with you what further remains upon ■ 
this argument p. 

P The character of Mr. Wallbb u given at large in the 
Lifi of Lord Ctarendun, P. I. p, 25.— Aa for Dr. Mokb, 
Bishc^ BuBMBT tells us, in one word, " That he onu aa 
" open-bearied and sincere Otristian philosopber." ICtt 
9f hit own Time, soli, p. 273, 12"o, Edmb. 1753. 
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DIALOGUE II. 

ON RETIREMENT: 

BETWEEN 

MR. ABRAHAM COWLEY, 

AND 

THE REV. MR. THOMAS SPRAT. 
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DIALOGUE 11. 

ON RETIREMENT. 



M&. ABRAHAM OOWL£V^ 
THE REV. MR. SPRAT. 



to THB^ABL OF ST. ALBANfl^ 



1 HE duty I owe your Lordshtp, as well u 
my friendship for Mr. CoWiet, determined 
me to lose no time in executing the commission 
you was pleased to charge me tvitb by Mr. 
!)*•*. I went early the nest morning to 



■ Thia I>ial<^;ue is fbunded on s abort psmge is Mr. 
Spkat's litt of Hr. Cowlkt, i» wbUb ha obMrtet, 
" That in bii long dspoadMiM oo my Iicrd St. Alxavi, 
there never happrasd asy Qi&iiiier cX diArcBca httvrtea 
them ; except a little M lait, beraOM h« Krvtdd kave U« 
service." 

VOL. III. O 
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DuLoauB Bam £!lms^i intending to pass the whole day 
with hiiB, and to try if what I might be able 
to su^e^lonJ^e oack^um, tc^e&^with the 
weight of your lordship's advice, could not di- 
vert him from his stnvfe project of Retire- 
ment. Your lordship, no doubt, as all his 
other friends, had observed his bias that way 
to be very strong; but who, that knew his 
great sense/ ^uULbaii£ tboii|^t of ita.canying 
him to so e^travagai;)t a resolution ? For my 
own part, I suspected it so little, that, though he 
would often talk of retiring;; and especially since 
your lordship's fovour to him ", I considered it 
only as tile usual langosigexif -poets, which they 

. take up -one after another, and love to indulge 
in, as what they suppose becomes thfsir family 

■ and profession. It could never come into my 
thoMghts, that, one, ,who knew - the world so 
welt as Mr. Cowlev, imd had lived so long in 

' Ttj who had so iair hopes and so noble a pa- 
tron, could seriously think of quitting the 
' scene at his years, and all for so fantastic a 

. purpose as that of growing old in the comer of 
a country village, 

. b A sBoalLviUsgc <m the Thama, wbidi ms Mr. Cow- 
LSY'b firstzeticid, be^m he removed to GbetUea. 
. c Hehning en ettate he h^d obtained by aaeuu of this 
lord. Thi#, particular is aev«ni timei reSsned to in the 
coune of the Diologne, 
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These, my lord. Were my stotiniehts, ' when dialoooi 
your friendly message alarmed me with -the 
apprehemibn of there being more in the matter 
than I had suB[>eoted< Yet still I considered it 
only as a hasty thought, which a fit of the 
spleen, or of the miise it may be, had raised i 
and which the free remonstrance of a friend 
would easily disperse, or prevent at least from 
coming to any fixed and settled resolution. Biit 
how shall I express to your lordship tlie sur- 
prise I was in, to find that this resolution was 
not only taken, but rooted so deeply in him, 
that no arguments, nor even your lordship's 
authority, could shake it? I have ever ad* 
mired Mr. Gowley, as a man of the happiest 
temper and truest judgment ; but, to say' the 
least, there was something so particular, I had 
almost said perverse, in what he had to allege 
for himself oh diis occasion, thfit I cannot think 
I acquit myself to your lordship, without laying ' 
before you the whole of this extraordinary con- . 
versation; and, as far as piy recollection wiH 
serve, in the very words'in which it passed 
betwixt us. 

I went, ,as I uAd your lordship, pretfy early 
to Barn£lms; but my friend bad gotten the 
<tart of me by;.soaie;hoi^s. He was busying 
himself withjsome improvements of his garden. 
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iiMMtm and the flelds that lie about his house. Hie 
vfaole rircuit of his domain was not so lat^, 
but that I presently came ap with him. '* My 
dear ftiend/ said he, embracing me, but with 
a look of some reserve and disgust, " and is it 
yon then I have the happiness to see, at length, 
in my new settlement ? Though I fled hither 
from the rest of the world, I had ho design to 
get out of the reach of my friends. And, to 
be ptaih with you, I took it a little amiss ft<om 
«ne Whose entire-sf^tion I had reckoned upon, 
that he should leave me to myself for these 
. two whole months, without dtBcovering an in- 
clination, either from friendship or curiosity, te 
kntv how tins retirement agreed with me. 
What could induce my best friend to use me so 
unkin(Uy V* 

Surely, said I, you forget the suddenness qf 
your flight, and the secresy with which the re- 
solution was taken. 'We supposed "you goi* 
only for a few days, to see to the managem'eft'. 
of your a&irs ; and could not dream of ^cnfr 
rusticating A\u\oog, at a time when the toWh 
and court are so busy ; .when the occasicms of 
yonr friends and yonr own interests seemed to 
reqabe your speedy return to us. HoWevef, 
continued I, it doth iiot displease' me to find 
you M dissatisfied with this soKtude. It lbbk< 



I., Cockle 



H if the short experieace, you have bad of this ^'*^5|^ 
recluse life» did not Feeommeiid it to you in the 
pumner ytm expected. - Retirement is a fine 
thing in imagination)' and is apt to possess y9U 
poets with stcange visions. But the charm is 
rarely lasting ; and a short trial, I find, bath 
served to correct these fimcies. You feel your- 
pelf bom for sooie^ and the. world, 'and, by 
your kind complaints of your friend, ccmfesa 
how unnatural it is to deny youself the proper 
■ delights of a man, the delights of conversar 
tioD- 

Not so last, interrupted he, if you please, ip 
your conclusions about tbe nature of retire' 
nent I never mi'ant to give up my right in 
the affections of those few I call my iriends* 
3ot what has this to do with the general puiw 
|)06e of retreating from the anxieties of business, 
the intrigues of policy, or the jmpertineturies 
4^ Qonvwsation i I have lived but too long in 
• ceaseless round of these follies, The best 
part of my time hath beep spent suh dio. I 
have aerved in all weatheri^ ai}d in all cli- 
mates, but chiefly in ttie torrid zone of poli- 
tics, where th« passions of all men are on fi|«,.. 
«nd where such as have lived the longest, and 
are thought the happiest,' are scarcely able to 
reconcile themselves to the sultry air of tlje 
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place. Bat this warfere is now happily at an 
end. . X have languished tiiese many years for , 
the shade. Thanks tb my Lord St. Albans, 
and another noble lord you know of, I have 
now gained it. And it is not a sm^l matter, I. 
assure yt>u, shall force me out of this shelter. 

Nothing is easier, said I, tiian for you men 
of wit to throw a ridicule upon any thing. It 
is but applying a quaint figure, orawell-tumed 
sentence, and the biisiness is done. But in- 
deed, my best friend, it gives me pain to- find 
you not 80 much diverting as deceiving yourself 
with this unseasonable ingenuity. ' So loc^ as 
lAxese sallies of &ncy were employed only to 
enliven cdnversaUon, or fiimish matter for an 
ode or an epigram, all was very well. But now 
, that you seem disposed to act upon them, you 
must excuse me if I take the matter a littl^ 
more seriously. To .deal pliunly with you, I 
come to tell you my wliole mind on this sub- . 
ject: and, to give what I have to say thegreatA* 
consequence with you, I must not conceal firoip 
you, that I come comimissioned by the excellent 
lord you honour so much, and have just now 
mentioned, to expostulate in the freest inannef^ 
jcith you upon it. 
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W£ had OHitinued walking all this tino^ and »m*j«»' 
vnnc now aflcending a sort of natural, tet^as. F^ • 
led to a small thicket, in the entrance of wMdi 
iv;ks a seat that commanded a pleasant view of 
fhe country uid the river. Taking me up to it, ' 
"Well," said he, " my good fiiiend, since your' 
purpose in coming hi&er is so kind, and mf' 
Lord St. Albans himself doth me the honovit 
to think my private concerns deserving bis par* 
tifMilar notice, it.becomra me to receive your 
messefge.with respect, and to debate the matter/ 
since you press it so home upon me, with all 
possible calmness. But let us, if you please, 
sit down here. You will find it the most agree- 
:d>le spot I haye to treat you with ; and the shade 
we have ahout us will not, I suppose, at this 
hour, be unwelcome." 

Aid now, turning himself to me, " Let me 
hear from you, what there is in my retreat to 
this placC) which a wise man can have reason 
to censure, or which may deserve the'disallow- - . 
ance of a friend., J know you come prepared - 
with every argument which men of the world 
have at any time employed gainst retirement; 
mid I know your ability to give to each its full 
force. But look upon this scene before you^' 
and tell me what inducements I can possibly 
' b^ve to quit it for any thing you can promise 
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J*ia^ ftrtin exehuhgt? Ii there in that nstlaby-r 
rititb, yen call the world, whemso many thoiH 
Mn4B iose theaifdvesin endleu wanderings and 
perjriexities, any cuner where the nund can 
recollect itself bo perfestly, where it can attend 
to its own busing and pursue its pn^r in- 
threats «o convenitaitlyy as in tfab quiet and bct 
qacgtered spot? He*e the paaiionB aubsidei 
or, if they continue to agitate, do not however 
tfansport the mind with thoie feferish and 
vexatious fervours, which distract ut in puUic 
life. This is the seat of virtue and of reason ; 
here 1 can fashion my life by the prec^ts of 
duty and ctmscieoce i and here I have leisure 
to make acqtiaintaace, that acquaintance which 
daewhere is so rarely tnad^ with the ways ^d 
works of God. 

Think again, my Mend, polii not the 
genins of die place seize ycHi ? Do you not 
perceive a certun sereni^ sted in upcm you? 
Doth not the aspect of things anrand you, the 
'nry stilloess c^ this retreat, infuae a content 
and satis&ctioo which the world knows nothing 
of? Tell me, in a word, is there not something 
like enchantment about usf Do you not fin*^ 
your desires more composed, your purposes 
more pure, your thoughts more devated, and 
more active, qince your. entran<:e into tbi^ 
scene?" 
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He wai proceeding in this- striiiD, with an ""•*•"«, 
air of perfect eathusiuin, whea I broke in upon 

. him wWi asking, " WheUier this was what hs 
cdted ddating the matter caimfy mth me. 
Siatdf, said 1, this is poetry, or something 
still more extray^nt. You canoot think I 
come prepared to^^icounter yoa in this way. 
i tHTD myself no matdbt for you at these w^^ 
pons '. which indeed are too fine fpr my faand^ 

' ling, and viery unsuitable to my purpose if tiiey 
were not. The point is not which of us- can 
lay the huidKnnest tltingtj <but the truest, on 
either side of the-qu^tion. Iti^ as you sjud« 
plain ailment, atid nofrhetoncal flourishes, 
much less poetjiM' raptures, that must decide 
the. matter in .debate. Not but a great deal 
might be said on my side, and, it may be, with 
more colour of truth, had 1 the command of aa 
eIo()aence premier to set it off. 

■ I might ask, in my turny " Where is the 
mighty charm that draws you to this iiiglorious 
aotitude, jrom the duties of business and con- 
Tersitkn), irom the proper end and employ.. 
' pient of man i How comes it to pass, that this 
stillness of a country landscape, this unihstruct- 
ing, though agreeable enough, scene of fields 
and waters, should have greater beauty in your 
|iye, ^ttaxiJUmriafnng peopled towns, the scenes 
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Diitocci'-of mdustiy Mid »rt, of public weritti and- 
happineffs ? ' Is not the sublime countenance of 
man, so one of -yoar> acquaintance terms it, a 
itf(H« de%hl^ object than any of thesehumble 
bewrijeo that He bdote us ? And are not die 
human virtues, with all tbdir train of lovely 
BtM beneficial effects in sodety^ better worth 
conteinplating, than the products, of inanimate 
nature in the field or wood? Where ^lould 
we seek for Reason, but in the minds of men 
tried and polished in the school of civil conver- 
sation i .And where hath Virtue so much as 
a:beiDgoatof the offices of .^ocial life? Look 
well into yourself, I mi^t say: hath not in- 
deed the proper genius of solitude affected yout 
Doth not 1 know not what of chagrin and .dis~ 
content bang about you ? Is there not a gloom 
upon your mind, which darkens your views of 
humannature, and damps those cheerful thoughts 
and spri^tly purposes, which friendship and 
eociety inspire ?" 

You see. Sir, were I but disposed, and aS' 
able a» you aie, to pursue this way of fancy 
and declamation, i might conjure up as many 
frighdul forms in these retired, walks, as ycm 
-have delightful onea. And the enchantment in 
good hands would, I am persuaded, have more 
tl^e appearance of reality. BtU thi? is. not the 
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way in wfaieh i take upon myself to ccmtend »»««w: 
with you. I would hear, if you please^ what 
reasons, that deserve to be so called, could de>- 
tertnioe you to so strange, and^ ibi^ve me if at 
present I am' forced to think it, so unreaeonaU« 
a project, as tiiat of devoting your health and 
years to this monastic retirement. I vrould 1«|^ 
before yen the arguments, which* I presume 
should move you to quit a hasty, perhapaan - 
un weighed, resolution: so improper !»: its^, 
so alarming to all your lifiends, so injunoiu to 
your own interest, and, penmt me to say, to 
the 'public. I would enforce all this with- the 
jiiild persuasions of a friend ; and with the wis- 
dom, the au^rity of a great person, to whose 
opinion you owe a deference, and who deserves 
it too from the entire love and affection he bears 
you.'' , : 

My dearest friend, replied he, with an eam- 
Mtness that awed, and a goodness that m^ted 
me, I am not to leain the afiectipn which ^ith^r 
you or my noble friend bear me. I hare bad 
too many proofs of it from both, to sufler me 
to doubt it. But why will you not allow me 
to judge of what is proper to constitute my 
own happiness ? And why must I be denied 
the privilege of choosing for myself, in a hiatter " 
«iiere the difierent taste or humoup of others 
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makes them so unfit to preicribe to me ? Y«t 
I submit to these unequal terms ; and if I can- 
not justify the choice I have made, even in the 
tray of serioui reason ^nd argument, I promise 
to yield myself to your adyiee and authority. 
You have taken me perhaps a little unprepared 
tkd unfumish^ for this coi^ict. I have not 
manhaiiei my forces in form, as you seem to 
bare done ; and it may be difficult; on the 
sodden, to m^hodize my thoughts in the maur 
ner you may possibly expect from me. But 
come, said be, I will do my best in this emer- 
gency. You will excuse the rapture which 
hurried me at setting out^ beyond the bounds 
which your severer temper requires. The sub- 
ject always fires me ; and I find it difficult, in 
entering on this argument, to restrain those 
triumphant sallies, which had better have been 
reserved for the close of it. 

Here he paused a little ; and recollecting 
himself, *• But first," resumed he, " you will 
take notice, that I am not at all concerned in 
the general question, so much, and, I think, 
80 vainly ^tated, " wkethtr a • life of retire- 
me7tt he preferable to one of action ?" I am 
not, I assure you, for unpeopling our cities, 
and sending their industrious ani^ useful inha- 
bitants ifito. woods and cloisters. I acknow^ 
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ledge ancT admire the im'provemdnU of arts, the Duiwft« 
convemencies of society, the policies of go- 

, vernment *. I have no thought so mad or so 
silly, as that of wishing to see the,frib« of 
mankind disbanded, their interests and con- 
nexions dissolved, and themselves tamed loose 
into a single and solitaiy exititence. I would- 
not even wish to see oar courts deserted of their 
homagers, though I cannot but be of c^inion, 
that an airing now and then at their country 
houses, and that not with the view of diverting, 
but^^recollecting themselves, would prove as use- 
ful to their sense and virtue, as to their estates. 

' But all this, as I said, is sp hr from coming 
into the scheme of my serious wishes, that it 
does not so much as enter into my thoughts. 
Let wealth, and' power, and pleasure. Be as 
eagerly sooght after, as they ever will be: let 
thousands or millions assemble in vast towns, 
for the sake of pursuing their several ends, as 

<^ The writer of the Diali^e has thought fit to sotien 
the muanthrop]' of Mr. Cdwlby in tlds instance. In one 
of his 'Eaaja be t&lks strangely. " It ia the great boast," 
Mja fae, " of eloqldiice and philoiopby, that thiy flnt. 
coDgr^atod ioeq diipenedi, united than into cities, aai 
built Up the hovsu and the walls of cities. I wish thej 
could unravcj all they hsd woren, that we might have our 
Avoods and our innocence again, ioistead 0/ our castla aai 
our poIkie$." 
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Dui|miira it may chance, of fM»fit, vanity, or amuse* 
meat : All this is. nothing to me, who pretend 
not to determifie for other men, but to Tindi- 
cate my own choice of this retirement. 

-As much as I have been involved m the en- 
gagements of business, I have not lived thus 
long without looking frequently, and some- 
times, attentively into myself. I maintfiin, then, 
that to a person so moulded as I am ; of the 
temper and turn of mind, which Nature hath 
given me ; of the. sort of talents, with which 
education or genius hath furnished me; and, 
lastly, of the circumstances, m which fortune 
hath placed me ; I say, to a person so charac- 
tared and so situated, retirsment is not only 
his choice, but his duty; is not only what hiE 
. JncUnatitm leads him to, but his judgenient. 
■And upon these grounds, if you will, I venture 
. to undertake my own apology to you. 

. Your proposal, said I, is faiP, and I can have 
np oljijection to close with you upon these terms ; 
only you must take care^ my friend, that you 
. do not mistake or misre|vessnt your own ta- 
lents or character ; a miscarriage^ which, allow 
me to say, is not very rare from the partialities 
which an indulged humour, too easily taken for 
nature, is apt to create in us. ' . 
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Oririu^ rallied be, if ^ishamour/ asyou '*'*^ 
call it, be so rooted as to become a veamrf aa* 
tore? Can it, in tbe' imtanbe be(bve'a% ba 
vwth tiw pains of oDiTCctiiig ? 

i ahould diink so, tetumed I, in your case. 
Dot let me &st hear the jn^ement you frnm of 
youfaelf, before I trouUe yoa -mtik diat wfaicb 
I and your oiha hieads make of you. 

I cannot .but think, Tesanwd be, tfaat my 
aitiiation at {weseDt must appear very ridicitkM& 
I am forced -into an apology for my own oon- 
duct, in a v«y nice a&ir, whidi it mi^it 
become another, rather than mysdf, to nuke 
for me. In order to this, I am constrained to 
i^realtoyou theverysecDets, diatis, tiie foibles 
and w c a k n ea a es, «rf my own.heart. lamtolajr 
m^elf <^ai and naked befove yeo. Hiis woidil 
be an unwekome.task to most men. Butyoio- 
fiiend^ip, and the confidence I have in your 
afl^tioo, prevul over all smqtles. Hitherto 
your friend hath used the -common privilege t£ 
ivearing a di^uise, of masking himself, as tbe 
poet makes his hero, in a clifud, whidi is o( 
use to i»epoffthetoo near and cnrious iiupec- 
tion botb of friends and enemies. But, at 
yoar bidding, it fitUs ofi^ and you are noiv to see 
lum in bis just proportion and true feabves. 
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•GUK My best friend, proceeded he with, an tir of 
earnestness and rect^lection, it u noKr kbovs 
forty- years that I have lived in tlus wofld i and 
in all the rational part of that timr thsrc hath 
not, I beheve, a single day passed without, an 
ard^it longing for rach a retreat from it, aeyou 
see me at length Messed with. Yim have haw^ 
roe repeat some verses, which were made bj 
me so early as the ageotthirieen, and in wbicK 
that inclination is expressed as strongly, as in 
. any thing I have ever said or written on that 
subject ^ Hence you may guns the proper 
tnm and bias c^ my nature; which b^an so 
soon, and liath continued thus long, to ^ew it- 
self in the constant workings of that passion. 

Even in my earliest years at school, you will 
hardly imagine how uneasy Constraint of every 
kind was to me, and with what delight I broke 
vwayfrom the customary sports and pastimes 
of'that age, to saunter the time away by my- 
telf, or with a companion, if I could meet with 
any such, of my own humour. The same in- 
_ dination pursued me to college; where rf pri- 
vate walk, with a book or friend, was b^ond 
eny amusement, which, iri that sprightly sea- 

* These rerses are ioaerted ia one of fab Estof/t, and ia 
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sbn of li&r ( hadiii^y. wsffaamtaaoe With; It is Duiosta- 
with a fond indulgence my memory even now 
returns to these past pleasures. It was in those 
retired ranbUngft that a thobfasd <fhiirming 
perocpt&toi.and bright ideto would, stream in 
upob .riiQ. The Mdse wu kindest in thoift 
hcnira :.'anl,' 1 .know not ho#> Fhilosftjthy her- 
self weuhl qfiner. meat me amidvt ihb willpwB of 
the CJni^ than in tiie fontial tdboqls of scienoej- 
wtthin tbe mlib of flay oelli^ or in my tutor's 
chamber 

I understand, said I, the true secret of that- 
matter^ -, You fa^.'now contt^cted an intimacy 
MTith the po«ii, ^and oUien of the ianciful trtbtf. 
Ycm WHS efen admitted oCtheir ODtopany ; and 
ttwM bdt fityou^oold adopt iSieir Motimentsy 
and spedc their langua^, Hence those day- 
dreams of ^ade and gUeitci, and i know net 
wbst visions^ whidi transport the aunds Of 
young men, on their entrance ioto thOte i^ioBS 
of Pamasaut. 

It AoiM seem then, retoraed h^ by yam 
way of ezpresaing it, as if .you thought tlus 
passion ibr dutde and siknee was only pre- 
tended to' on a principle tA fashion ; or, at most^ 
was catchedfa^ the Ipvera (^ poetry from each 
other, in the lv«y of n^mptil^t widiout na-' 

VOL. III. R 
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'''^''' ture's having «ny liand at all in the prodiicti«a 
of it 

^mething like that, I told him, was my 
real sentiment : and that these agreeable reve- 
ries of the old poets had done much hurt by 
being taken too serioasly. Were Ho&acb and 
Virgil, think you, as much in earnest as you 
appear to be, when th^ were crying out per- 
petually on their favourite theme of oihtm 
and secessttSy *' they, who lived and died ia« 
court f" 

I believe, said he, they were, aild that the 
short accounts we have of their lives ihew it, 
though a perfect dismission from the court was 
what th^ could not oblun, or had not the re>- 
solution to ittust upon. But pray, upon yom- 
princ^let, that 'all this- is but the endianUnent 
«f example ot fizshionf how came it to pass, 
^t.tbe first wdncers of ^ family, the: tdd 
poets th^iiaelires,' had fallen into dicse notions? 
They were surely no pretenders. They could 
aaXy write fipm the heart And metMnks it 
iraremore oim^d, as well as mcHre reasonable, 
to account for this psis^on, which hatti so con- 
stantly ' shewn itself in their successors, irom 
the same^ i^?^- It' ia litcely indeed, and so 
much I can readily .atloiv, that die early resdjog 
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of the poets might contribute lomethmg to cod^- duloodb 
firm and strengthen my natuni biu '. 

But let ^ niatt«' rest for the present. I 
would now go on with the detail of my own 
life and experience, so proper, -as I .think, to 
conrihceyou that what I am pleading for is the 
result of nature. 

I was saying liow agreeably my youth passed 
in these reveries, if you will have it so, and 
especially inter sylvas ticadetm : ^ 

Dura sed emovere loco me tempora grato> 
Civilisque rudem belli tulit sestus in anna. 

You know'the consequence. This civil turmoil 
drove me from the shelter of retirement into the^ 
heat and bnstle of life; from those studies 
which, as you say, had enchanted my youth, 
into business and action of all sorts. I Kved 
in iSm world : ' I conversed familiarly with the 
great. A diange like diis, one would suppose, 

f " RETbaps, wji be (ipeakit^ of the poets) ft «u 
the inamature wad imnnxlento toreofttem, wUehitampt 
fitst, or rather engrarad, the dunctcn in nw : th^ were 
like ktten cut in the baric of a 700x15 Htm, wbich wid) 
ifae tree, still grow ^xa^jttiotaiAj:' 

B 8 
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Pm^« were enough to undo the {u«jndices of educa* 
tion. But the rerjr revcrte hgqifiened. The 
further I engaged, and the toiler I continued 
in thia 9cene, thagre^tei my in^palqeiice wis of 
retiring fvon^ it. 

But you will say, my old vice wjs .nounsbed 
in roe by living in the neighboi^rboQd 9f books 
and letters k. I was yet in the lairy land of the 
Muses ; and> uml«c these cirpumstono^, it 
was no wonder that neitbet - anus npr bosines^j 
nor a coiirt, co.uld prevent the mind from re- 
turning to its old bias. All this may be true. 
And yet, } think, if that court had contained 
many sacb persons as some I knew in it, neither 
the diwa^oQi of business on the one haod* 
nor the blaqdishnients of the Muse on the ether, 
V«wld' have disposed nie to leave it. But th«<e 
■wBf& few. LoBp VAi3i^,A^T>s — and imbappity 
^y admiration of that noblemwi's w<ffth and 
bpnour ^ creal^ed an invincible aversion to tb^ 
r^ Yrbo bad little re^ml^noe of Us virtqes. 

■ ft ":Wbaa IhedvU. wtr broke out, his [Mr. CawLEv's] 
fibvtiatf to tbe Ui^ gmus drew him to: Oxford, as soon 
Mit-lMem tobetlte tkm£ aeattotO^rajalfBitj." [Dr. 

h Dr. Sfkat tells us in lUi Life, " That, duriit^ Us re- 
sidence at Offftni, ^e had the entire friendship of my Lord 
Falkland, one of the piipdpal seeretaiicB of state. I^at 
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I -vrolid D0t be- ttftouf^ moA I, tb Ostnwt pf^^^P* 
from BO aa£0ni|Bliahe«l » ehtnct^ u tb«t )i^ liie 
Lotd. FALHLANb ; 'bot surfily'. there was sonie> 
tbing inliis notibnttofihaitour-^ '.' > 

Not a :WQil<i, inteiTiipted he eaga\y, thai 
may but BOem tcthrow ti-d»wfeon a vhtu&th^ 
bng;hteit and parest'^tbrt bath donehdnoat- 1» 
^Kte,. later ages.^-^Bat I turn from a sabjeut 
diaib intawts me'too'tftuch, and would lead mk 
too iar. 'Whaterer attaactionk thete mfgbt. bC 
in wch' :a' place^ and in snch Jinendships, tb% 
uiicfuity of the times soon forced me frdt^ 
tbemi. Yet I had the tess reason to coiAplam; 
as'iny next removal was. into thd Itrmily «if tf^ 
' benefioent a paitron tu the Lord Jxtism, ami 
into tbe«ourt of so aoconiplished a prUufCSs a* 
Ate QwEBv Moni&R. 

My residence, you know, wa» tiOft' for tftati^ 
years b i^xwej a ootintvyi which picpies itst^ 

m&ctitm was ftontracted by the j^ipeement of Adr learmng 
and maimers. For yoa may remembei', SSr, [addresiii^ 
himseU to Mr, M. Clifford] we have often heard Mr. 
Cowf,EY admire hiin, not, 9iJy'for tbe {trofouadneas of 
bia knowledge, which was applauded by all the world, but 
abrt esti&cfelly fdf tho6e qualities which he fdmself mora 
regarded,-' f&r Iks generonty of mind, and kit neglect of the 
voBifDmjp-of Aanon gnatneu. 
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CiALootn OB >n the refinements of civility. Here the 
world was to qipear to roe in its fairest form, 
and, it was not doubted, would put mi all its 

' clurms to wem me from the love of a studious 

retired life. I will not say I was'disappointed 
in this expectiUion. All that the el^noe of 
polished manners oould contribute to make so- 
ciety attractive, was to be found in tfiis new 
Bcene. My situation, besides, was such, that 
1 came to have a sort of liuniliaritr wi^ great- 
ness. Yet riiall I confess my inmost sentiments 
of this sjdendid life ttj you i I found it empty, 
iallacioup, and even disgusting. The outside 
indeed ww fair. -But to me, who bad an (^ 
pDitunity of looking it through, nothing could 
be njore dtformed end hatefol. All was «m* 
bition, intrigue, and ftlsehood, Ev«y one in- 
tent on his own schema, frequently wicked, 
always base and selfish. Great professions of 
honour, of. friendship, uid of du^ ; but all 
endii^ in'low views and sordid practices. No 
truth, no sincerity : without which, conversa- 
tion is but words ; and the polish of manners, 
the idlest foppery, 

Surely, interposed I, this picture must be 
overcharged. Frailties and imperfection^ no 
doubt, there will be in all societies of men, 
especially where there is >oom for competHuA 
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m their ][Mtt8iuts of honour and interest. But DMLooui 
yoat idea of a court is that of a den of thieves^' 
wily better drcBsed, and more civilized. 

That howeVM*, said he, is the idea under 
which truth obKges me to represent it, Bdieve 
me, I have been long enough aoqiuunted with 
. that country, to give you a pretty exact ao- 
count of its inhabitants. T^ir sole business 
is to follow the humour of the prince, or of hu 
ftvourite, to spaak the current langu^^ ^ 
serve the present turn, and to cozen one ano- 
ther. - In short, their virtue is, civility ; and 
their amse, cunning. You vrill goess now, 
continaed he, how uneasy I must be in such 
company ; I, who cannot lie, tiiough it were 
to make a firiend, or ruin an enemy ; who have 
been taught to bear no respect to any but true 
wisdom; and, whether it be nature <x educft- 
tion, could never endure ([lardon the foolish 
boast) that hypocrisy should usurp the honours, 
and triumph in the spoils of virtue. 

Nay further, my good friend, (for I must 
tell you all I know of myself, though it expose 
me ever so mudi to the charge of foUy or even 
Taqity). I was not bom for courts and gene- ' 
nd «qnversatioo. Besides the unconquerable 
ttywixm I have to knaves and fools (though 
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piAioooB these la»t, but thatihfljrtiTQconiiiMillir.ko^et 
too, I CQuld bring mj^lf tp t9kca|9)a.l»Ni»l^ 
this uncourtly humour, I )|SK tff^Qlbtfirlof'fQ 
(Mid a kind, that I almost want >vords to ex- 
press myKlf inteUigibljr t» yQ4> 1% i« ^ lort 
pf capricjpua ddicwy, whi<^ occasime ^ i*iiie 
difierence ia my ^st^fpatiaq pf thQie e)idr|i::ten^ 
in which the world wake« dq difti^fitioQ, It i« 
not enough tq make jat cettvfiVM with qa^ mil 
pleaaur. wt^ a .ihm, tb^t I'i<N V4 i«frtx>!npui 
vices, orevsD t^lM^w aoae omi^dofablQ virtual 
in him. Hii good qu»Utie» mwt h^ye ». pQrt»ia 
grace, and even haa wnae mu9t be of .4 certatu 
turn, to give me » relish of hit ^n^efKtictn. 

I see you unile at thi& t«lk, a«d v» awaw 
bow &ntastic thie sque^niishne*^ HDtfi ftppear 
to you. But it is with men and ma^uier^, «^ 
^rith the fprou and aspects oS wtw^ thing?. 
. A thousand objeetn recal ideag, and «:tci^ ^en^ 
isations in my mind, whicjii seem ta be not piei> 
peived, or not heeded, by otliter qkq. The 
look of a country, the very shadif^ of a land- 
skip, shall have a sensible efi^t on ms, which 
they, who have as good eyes, appear to saaks 
no account of. It ii j wit the s^une with thf! 
characters of men. 1 conpeive a di^ust at 
some, and a secret regard for od^rs, whom 
fnaoyj I believe, lyouUl estimate ju^ ^ike. 
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^pdiwhi^. 18 worse, a long aod general confer' ^"^^"" 
aation h^ qot b^en able to cure me of this 
fuble. I qif^i^onj said he, turning UimBelf to 
roe, bal^ if I was called upon to assign the 
reasons of th^t entire afTection, which knits me 
to my best friend, they would be resolved at 
last mto a something, which they, who love 
him perhaps as vt'ell, would have no idea of. - 

He said this in a way that disarmed me, or I 
Itad it in my mind to have ralhed him on his 
/doctrine of occult qualities and unintelligible 
forms. I therefore-contented myself with say- 
^g, ^at I must not hear him go on at .this 
strange rate ; and asked him if it was possible 
|ie could suffer himself to be biassed, in an afiair 
pf this moment, by such whimsies ? 

Those whimsies, resumed he, had a real 
effect. But consider further, the endless im- 
pertinencies of conversati<>n ; the dissipation, 
and toss of time; the diversion of the mind 
from alt that is truly useful or instructive, from 
svhat areasonable man would or should delight 
in : add to these, the vexations of business ; 
the slavery of dependence, the discourtesies of 
jtome, the grosser injuries of others ; the dan- 
ger, or the scorn, to which virtue is continually 
(tubject; in short, the knavery, or folly, or 
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Dialogue malevolence, of all around you ; and tell' me, 
if any thing but the unhappy times, and a sense 
of duty, could have detained a man of-my tem- 
per and jninciptea so long in a station of life so 
very uneasy and disgusting to me. 

Nothing is easier, said I, than to exaggerate 
theinconvenienciesof anysituaticHi. The world 
and the court have doubtless theirs. But you 
seem to forget one particular ; that the w^Jtappy 
times you speak of, and the state of the court, 
were an excuse for part of the disagreeable cii^ 
cumstanees you have mentioned. The fece of 
things is now altered. TTie storm is over. A 
calm has succeeded. And why should not you 
take .the benefit of these halcyon days, in which 
so many others have found their ease, and evea 
enjoyment ? 

These halcyon days, retun^ he, are~ not, 
alas ! what unexperienced men are ready to re- 
present them. The same vices, the sam^ fol- 
lies, prevail still, and are even multiplied and 
enflamed by prosper!^. A suffering court, if 
any, might be expected to be the seedplot of 
virtues. But, to satisfy your scruples, I have 
even made a trial of these happier times. All 
1 wished to myself from the happiest, was but 
such a return for my past services, as might 
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enable tne to retire with decency. Such a re>- D""*"* 
^m I seem not to'fa&ye merited. And I care 
not at thit time of day to Tvaate more of my 
precious time in desening a better treatment. 

Your day, said I, is not so ^r spent, as to . 
reqaire this hasty determination. Besides, if 
this be all, the world may be apt to censure 
your retreat, as tfie effect of chagrin and dis- 
appointment. 

His colour rose, as I said this. The world, 
resumed he, will censure as it sees fit. I must 
have leave at length to judge for myself in what 
so essentially , concerns my own happiness. 
Though if ever chagrin may be pleaded as a 
r^son for retirement, perhaps nobody bad ever 
a better right than I have to plead it. You 
know what hath happened of late, to give me . 
a disgust to courta. You know the view I had 
jn my late comedy ■ and the grounds I had to 

1 7%e Cutter of Calemm-ttreet ; the ovcauon woA purpoae 
of which WW this : At the Restoration, there was not a set 
of men more troubleaome to the ministry thai^ the cavalier 
officers ; amongst whom had crept ia all the profligate of 
broken fortunes, to share in the merits and rewards of that 
name. Cowlbt writ this comedy to mirnask these wretches, 
and nugbt reasonably pretend to some thanks for it. But, 
contrary to expectation. Qua very attempt nuied a itonn 
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DiAMGvs expect th&t it vould notbe iU takoi. Bift yon 

know too the issue of thatattenjpt. Andshould 
I^ after thia eKperience of c'ourtiy: gmtitude, go 
about to solicit their feroars ? 

But, to let you see that I aiti swayed: l^ better 
motives than those of ckagnn, I shi^I not oon- 
c^ from you what I am proud-etiough to think 
- f my TALENTS, ap.well as t£|np^-,' 

There are but two sort's of men, pursued he, 
that should think of living in a court, however 
it be that w^ see animals of all sorts, clean and 
unclean, enter into it. 

'fbe one is of those strong and active spirits 
' that are formed for business, whose amtiition 

reconciles them to the bustle of life, arid whose 
capacity fits them for the dischai^ of its func- 
tions. -These, especially if of noble birth and 
good fortunes, are destined to fill the first 
offices in a state ; and if, peradventure, they 
add virtue to their other parts and qualities, are 
the blessings of the age they live in. Some 
few such there have been in, former times ; and 



against him even at court, wliicli b«at *WeQ% UpOB 
him. See hta prebce to that plajr in Ofie later eifitiMB 
in Svo, - - 
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the {vresent^ it taay b6, is not wholly without D'Atocus' 



file OTHER sort, are what one may properly 
^ough call, if the phrase vf&m not somewhat 
nncourtly, the hob of courts ; they, v/ha 
have ^nnity or avance without ambition, or am- 
bition without t^ents. Iliese, by as»duity, 
good luck, and the help of their vices (forthey 
would scorn to earn advanceinent, if it were to 
be had, by any worthy practices), may in time 
succeed to the lower posts in a government; 
and t(^ether make up that showey, servile, 
selfish crowd, we dignify with the name of 

COURT. 

Now, though I think too justly of myself to 
believe lam qualified to enter into the fanner 
of these lists, you may conclude, if you please, 
that I am too proud to brigue for an admisaion 
into &e loiter. ■ I pretend not to great abilities 
of any kind;, but let me presume a little in sup- 
po&ing, that. I. may have some too good to be 
thrown away oa such company; 

. Here, my lord, the unusual freedom, and 
even indecency, of Mr. Cowley's invectivd 
' against courts, transported me so far, that I 
could not forbear turning upon him with sotne 
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DiALOCtIS 



warmth. ' Surely, <md I, my friend is much 
changed from what I always conceived of him. 
This heat of language, from one of your .can- 
dour, surprises me equally with the injustice 
of it. It is so far from calm reasoning., that it 
wants but little, methinks, of downright rail- 
ing. I believe, continued I, that I think more 
highly, that is, more justly, of Mr. Cowley 
in every respect, than he allows himself to do. 
Yet I see not that either his time, or his ta- 
lents, would be misemployed in the services he 
so much undervalues. Permit me to 8ay, your 
resentment hath carried you too far ; ^nd that 
you do not enough, consider the friends you left 
at court, or the noble lord that wishes- your re- 
turn thither. 

I do, said he hastily, consider i)Oth. Bu^ 
with your leave, since I am forced to defend 
myself against an ignominious charge, I must 
do myself the right to assume what I think 
belongs to me. I t!^>eatHi livtve long thoti^ht 
my time lost in the poor amuiemeats and vani- 
ties of the great-world, ftndh&ve feltan imps- 
tirace to get into a qaietscene,- where, slender 
as my talents »re, 1 might employ tbem ta 
better purpos^. 

Ap4. t^inlt: .not* pr<>fie^d-vhe,j;tha,t. I: am 
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carmd to dua choice hy aay thing so fnvoloua ixa^o* 
as the idlmeu of a poetical htxy. Not but the 
Muse, iwhidL halb been the darhng of my 
ymth, 1QB31 fieseire to be the companion of my , 
riper a^. For I am &r from renouncing an 
art, whidi, unprofitable as it hath ever been to 
me, is always entertaining; and when em- 
ployed, as I mean it shall be, in other services 
than those by which a voli^tueus court seems 
willing to di^raoe it, I see not what there is 
in this amusement ^f poetry, for the severest 
censor of life and manners to take oflfence at. 
Yet still I intend it for an amusement. My 
serious occupations will be very difierent ; such 
as you, my friend, cannot distpprove, and should 
enconrage. But I have opened to you my in- 
tentions more than once, and need not give 
yon the trouble at this time to hea^ me explain 
them. 

You mean, interposed I, to apply yourself 
tom^wra/ $nd.reHgiou9 inquiries. Yourde^ 
sign is commendable ; and I'Woutd not dissuade . 

you ' from it . But whdut should hinder your 
pursuing this design aa wdl in society as in this 
ftoUtude? 

What, Dt cou&T, returned he, where the 
only dbjec^ that alt men are in quest- of, is 
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i>^vB cAili; and the onjy deity, thily adiniMledi^, 
TOKTUNB ? Or say tbat' sach idolmtries j(£d Aofe 
prevail, there, bow ihnll the. i mind he. calm 
cnoilgh for so Bublime inqiliiiet i .or where^' hmt 
in- thiB scene of genuine nature,' i& there an op» 
portani^ to indulge in them ? Here, if any 
where, is the obserration of tha poet verified, 
CEUS EST auoDcimauE vides. Look. rounds 
my frieiKl, rm this florid earth, on the varioas 
classes of animal that inhabit, and the count- 
less vegetable tribes thst adorn it. Here is the 
proper school of wisdom. 

And this our life, exenipt from piiolic haunt. 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the' running 

brooks, "■" , \ 

Sermons in stoiies, and good in every things 

k Shakespiar. jtsyou like it. Act 11. S. I. — There is 
a quaiatness in these lines of the great poet, whicbr how- 
ever are not unlike some of Hr. Cowley's addressed to 
J. ErELYNB, Esq. .. 

Wbere does the msdoia aitd the pow'rdMiHi 
In a more bt%ht and street rcflcuon shine > 
Where do we finer strokes and colours see 
Of the Creator's i-eal poetry ; 

Than when we with attention look 
Upon the third day's volume of the book i 
If we could open and intend our eye. 

We all, like Moset, should espy", 
■Ej'ttinajBuiA,. theraditmt.Dtit)'. ' ," . ,• 
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Infinite are the uses, continued he, which Dialoque 
Would result from this method of applying ex- 
periment and observation to Natural Science. 
I have takeh occasion, you know, to oflfer a 
slight sketch of them to thePublic very lately'. 
But the principal I would draw from it to my-" 
self should be, to inure the mind to just con- 
ceptions of the divine nature; that so, with the 
better advant^, I might turn myself to the 
awfiil study of his fFord. And here, my friend* 
I am sensible how much I may expect to be 
animated by your zeal, and enlightened by 
your instruction. In the mean time, I pre- 
tend to possess some qualities, which, if rightly 
applied, may not be Unsuitable to so high an 
undertaking. I feel myself impelled by an 
eager Curiosity: I hare much patience, and 
some skill in making experiments. I may even 
be allowed to boast of a readiness in the learned 
languages ; and am not without a tincture of 
such other studies, as the successful prosecu- 
tion of PHVSIC9, and still more of DtvtNiTr, 
requires. You may further impute to me, if 
you please, an ingenuous love of truth, and an 
ordinary degree of judgment to discern it. 



1 In tbe pRiFACB to his pTopotitUmfor the a< 
of experimental philotophy, fint printed in 16$1, Sec th* 
tUtvm M 34u>, Ldud,for B. Heningham. 

VOL. Ul. I 
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DuwcuB. T^hase, concluded, he, are the talbnts, of 
which I' sfoke to you so proudly; and wit^. 
the help of. these (especU^y if! y«a allow me 
one. other, the power of, cpmmunicating whafc 
I may chapce to learq.of natural or divine 
things), I might hope to render ft better a&^ 
cqunt of, this solitude, than of apy employ-^. 
nq^ts.I^cquld reasooablyaspire tOyintheworld, 
a£ men and of b^si^es8, 

Hp said this with an air of solemnity, wluch 
left 'i^e a little at a loss what tp reply, to him, 
when he relieved my perplexity by adding, 
'^.hut, tt^ugh there was nothing of all this in 
th^ c^se, and ipy zeal for promoting knowledge 
i^, thiU private way were as l^htly to be ac- 
Q>ii|ited-:o£, as thaJfp which led me to propose 
the njore. extensive scheme I before mentioned, 
pt^ljaUy .will hcj yet. what, should draw me. 
ffota^this-lsisure of a learned retirement? For 
tt^ygh 1 please myself with the prospect of 
doing some public service by ray studjes, yet 
iwed Ihlushto own, to my learned friend, the 
f^ac^oe^ I'should stilt have for them, were they 
only to- end in my own private enjoyment? 
Yes, let me open my whole soul to you. I 
have ever dtlightecl in letters, and have even 
f«nnd'them, what the world is well enough 
content they fthoul^ be, their own reKard. I 
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doubt, if tliis language would be uhHerstSJod iri iii*«pu«* 
all coinpanles. And let' others sp^k astKey 
find. But to me the year wbxiid dfag H^vily, 
arid life itself be no lif^ if it were' not qilict^eried 
by these ingenuous pleasures. 

Indeed, were it' only for the very quiet and 
indolence of mind, which retirement promises, 
why should I'be etivied' this calm in the de^ 
dine of a troubled life ? But let the Muse'speafc' 
for me, 

** Afterlong toils and voyi^es in vain. 
This quiet port let my toat vesselgaiB ; 
Of heav'nly rest this earnest to me lend, 
Let my life sleep, and learn to love her end." 

And what if they, who have not the means 
cff enjoying this rest, submit to the drudgery 
of bosihess ? Is that a reason for me to con- 
tinue in it, Who have made my fortune, even 
to the extent of rtiy wishes ? I see you smile at 
£his boast: ' But where would yoii h^ve me 
^op in my desires ; or what is it' you'woiild 
have me' understand by the mysterious lah- 
gaa^'of making a Jbrfune? Is it two hiindre3' 
a year, or four, ora'thousandr Say, where 
shall We fix, of what liniils'wiU'yod uridertatie 
to pr^ribe'to the'vagiie aiid "shiE1!in^h6tibn^'of 
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DixioaDi a coDipeteDcy ? Or, .§haU we own the, truth at 
ODce, that every .thing is a competency/ which 
a man is contented to live upon, and that there- 
fore it varies only, as his desire& are.more or 
less contracted ^ 

To talk at any other rate of a man's Jortunet 
is surely to expose one's self to the ridicule, 
which the philosopher, you know, threw on the 
restless humour of king Pyrrhus. ' Tis whim, 
chimera,' madness, or what you will, except 
sober reason and common sense. Yet still the 
world cries, "What, sit down with quittance, 
when the ways of honour and fortune are open 
to you ? take up with what may barely satisfy, 
when you have so fair a chance for affluence, 
and even superflui^ ?" 

Alas! and will that affluence, then, more 
than satisfy ? or can it be worth the while to 
labour, for a superfluity ? 

Tis true the violence of the times, in whidk 
it was my fortune to bear a part, had left me 
bare and unprovided even of those moderate 
accommodations, which my education and 
breeding tQight demand, and whi^h a parent's 
piety had indeed bequeathed to me. It was 
but fitting then I. should strive to repair this 
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loss ; and the nither, as my honest services' Duuiotn 
gave me leave to hope for a speedy repaiiatron. 
And thus far I was contented to try my fortune 
in the court, though at the expence of much 
uneasy attendance and solicitation. But, see- 
ing that this assiduity was without efiect, and 
that the Iwunty o£ two excellent persons"" hath 
now set me above the necessity of continuing 
it, what tua^ess were it to embark again 

" Fluctibus in mediis et tempe^tatibus urbis !" 

So that if you will needs be iii^ing me with 
the ceaseless exhortation of 

" I, bone, quo virtus tua te vocat : I pede 

lausto, 
Qrandia laturus meritorum pnemia:— " 

I must take leave to remind you of the sage 
reply that was made to it. It was, you know, 
by an old soldier, who found himself exactly 
in my situation. The purse, which he had 
lost by one accident, \)e had recovered by ano- 
ther. The conclusion was, that he had no 
mind, in this different state of atfairs, to turn 

m Dr. Sfbat tells aa, '' Tbat he had (Stained a pl«ati- 
Ad estate by tbe taxonr tit my Lord St. Albans, and the 
bounty of m}' lord duke of BycKiM^HAM." [See bis Life.'] 



i.,Coo(^Ic 



ISA 9^ KETUlEllXKr. 

Qmui^. a4y^^tiT<!jr »£^n, and expoK hinuelf to ifye 
sa^e peril9us eQcoonters : 

<' Post hsc ille catus^ quuitui^vis ausTicu9» 

ibit, 
Ibit e^j quo vis aui zonam feroidiT; inquit." 

Iq one word, my friend, I am happy here, 
IS you see me, in my litHe form, which yet is 
large enough to answer M my real necessities } 
and I am not in the humour of him in die 
feble ", to fill n^ head with visions, and spend 
^ wretche<J life in qpest of the Jlying island. 

And DOW, added he, you have before you in 
one view the principal reasons that have deter- 
mined me to this retreat. I might have ea- 
larged on each more copiously; but I know to 
whom I speak : and perhaps to such a one I 
might even have spared a good (^eal of what S 
have now been offerii^, from the several con- 
siderations of fny TEMPER, TALENTS) and SI' 
TUATION. 

Here he stopped. And now, my lord, it 
came to my turn to take the lead in this con- 

n Heaoing The true huiary of Doa Qiuxote ; ia whlcb 
poor Saneha Pmtca ia drawn into all adventime, bf the 
promise of bis ibtigAf, to reward him indue tboeirithtbft 
gorenunent of an ufand. 
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<rover^. . IlKre mo indeed an afnpie-fidd be» mn^i^i 
fore 'me. Arid, if the odi^ side tsif the tpiestiaa 
tffi>rded 'm'OBt shatter W wit tend tiedlimstion; 
atine-faxd all tii^ klVaiit^;cs of '^ocd sense ^ainl 
Mkind T^tnon. Ths sup^orily Was bo appa* 
rent, koA my victory over him, in point 'of ari 
gament, so sure, that 1 thought it neMtesilwid 
ungenerous to press him on every article of 
his ikfence^ ui fvhich he Ind laid hftnseif 6pen 
to loe: ": 

YoOT -lordship hath, ho doubt, observed^ 
with ftrodder and with pity, the ^tran^ spirit 
ti*at hihs through every part of it : tte confined 
way of thinking', Which hath cr^ upon him i 
the cynical severity, h& indul^ against couWs^ 
the importance he woaMsotnetime^ assume to 
his own charaetet ; the pee^'ish turri of inihd, 
that leads hidl to take offence a\ ihe liighter 
follies and almost excusable vices of the great ; 
in short, the resentaient, the pique, the cha- 
^in, which obe overlooks ih the hopeless 
suitor, or hungry poet, but which arfe very un- . 
accountable Ih one of- Mr. GowuEV's tionditibh 
and situation. 

Het« thenj eriy lord, was a fair occasion Ibt 
a WiUing adversary. But I spared tbie inflrrtrf- 
'ties bf my friend. I judged it best, too, tft 
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Xtm^vk Iceep him in temper, and avoid that heat of ai- 
tercaiioD, which must have arisen from tonehing 
theae indiscretions, as they deserved. Your 
lordship sees the ceuon I had for confining my 
reply to such parts of his apology, as bore the 
jaiiest shew of argument, and might. b^ en-r 
eountered without o£nce. 

When he had ended, therefore, with so 
formal a recapitulation of his discourse, I 
tiiought it not. amiss to follow him in his own 
train ; and, dissembling the just exceptions I 
had to his vindication in other respects, <' You 
have proceeded, said I, in a very distinct mer 
thod, and have eaid as much, I believe, on the 
aubject, as so bad a cause would admit. But 
if this indeed be all you have to aliege, for so 
uncommon » fancy, you must not think it 
strange, if I pronounce it, without scruple, 
xery 'iiau0men% for your purpose. 

For, to give your several pleas a distinct ex- 
amination, what is that ticmper, let me ask, 
on which yo|i insist 90 much, but a wayward 
humour, which your true Judgement should 
correct and controul by the higher and more 
important regards oidut^9 £yery man is bom 
with some prevailing propensity or otheo, 
ivhicb, if left to itself, and indulged beyon^ 
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certain bouncjs, would giwr to he very inJK^ Dittw»» 
nous to himself and aboiety. Inhere ^is iaome* 
thing, no doubt, amusing in the notion of re- 
tirement. The very ^Hsord implies ease atid 
quiet» and self-eojoymeot. And who do,a^a« 
' that in the tbrongand buBtkjof life, nJpst men 
are fond to image to tUeoiKtvea, and ^vea.ta 
wish for a scene of more composure and tran* 
quillity? It is just as natural as tl^at the ia< 
bourer shotild long for hift repose at night ; vu 
that the soldier, amidst the dust and heat of ;a 
summer's march, should wish for the conve- 
niencies of shade and shelter. But what wild 
work would it make if these so natural desires 
should be immediately gratified } ■ if the labourer 
should q.uit-hi3 plow, and the soldier his arms, 
to throw themselves into the first shdde or 
thicket that offered refreshment ? All you have 
therefore said on this article can really stand 
for nothing in the eye of sober reason, what- 
ever figure it may make in the dress of your 
eloquence*. The inconveniencies of every sta- 
tion are to be endured from the obligations of 

o I^OED BACOM^wea anothei' account of this Ooattor.-^ 
" As for the privateness of life of contemplative men, it 
ia a theme so coounon to extol a private life, not taxed 
with sensuality and elolh, in coni)iai'ison, and to the dis- 
advantage of a civil life, for safety, libefty, pleasure, and 
^igaityt at n» men haadleth it, but hwidkth U wdli &\if^ 
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PutooM' <lttty, an^ on acoom.t ijf die servMes ^t« is 
bound to Tender to himseir and Hiis eoun&y. 

True, replied he, if it appealed to be one's 
Aat^y «r even ioterert, to continue m that sta- 
tion. But what principle of consciraice binds 
Bie to a slavish dependence at cMrt? or what 
interest, public or private, can be bn equiva- 
lent for wearing these chuns, when X have it 
in my power to throw them ofij and redeem 
»y«elf mto a state of liberty i 

What Interest, do you ask? returned I. 
' Wby that great and extensive one, which **-- 

^ety hath in an honest and capable man's con- 
tinuing to bear a put in public a&irs. For as 
to inducements of -another kind, I may find 
occasion hereafter to press them upon you more 
seasonably. Consider welt with yourself, what 
would the consequence be, if all nien of honoiH' 
and ability were to act upon your princi|rfes f 
What a world would this be, if knaves art! 
fools only had the management in their hands, 
and all the virtuous and wise, as it were by 
common consent, were to withdraw from it? 
Nay, the issue would even be fatal to them- 

a consonancy It hath to men's conceits In the expressing. 
.and to men's consents in the allowing." {Adv. of Learn- 
•vtg, Book !.■) V . ■ . . . 
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. lelvet; apd they would presently find k .impo&- 
sible.to taste repose, even in their own WK- 
tuary of retirement. 

■ Small need, rqiliedhe, to terrify one's self' 
with such apprehensions. The virtuous, at 
least they who pass for such, will generally 
b^ve ambition enough to keep them in the rood 
of public employments. So long as there are 
fUch things as riches and honours, courts mil 
never be unfurnished of snitors, even from 
among the tribes of lettei-ed and virtuous men. 
The desperately bad, at least, will never have 
the field left entirely to themselves. And, af- 
ter all, the interest of men in office is, in the 
ipaio, so providentially connected with some 
r^ard to ^e rules of honour and conscience, 
that there is seldom any danger that matters 
diould camt to extremities mider the worst 
. administration. And I doubt this is all we are 
to expect, or at Jeast to reckon upon with as- 
aurance, under the very best. 

But my answer is more direct. It is not for 
your little friend to think of getting a seat in 
the cabinet^iouncil, or of conducting the great 
affiiirs of the state. He knows himself to be as 
unfit for those high trusts, as he is incapable of 
upiring to them. Besides, he does not allow 
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Su^osDx himself to doubt of their being di«chaVged with 
perfect ability, by the great persons who now 
fill them. He, at least, who occnpies the 
foremost place of authority, is, by the allow- 
ance of all, to be paralleled ivith any that the 
wisest prince hath ever advanced to that sta- 
tibnP, And when so consummate a pilot sits 
at the hdm, it seems a matter of Httle moment 

-P'Tke justness of this encomium on Lord Cl^sendot 
frim hantly t>e disputed by any man, whose opinioin ii 
worth regarding-— What pity, that Mr., Cowley's con- 
nexions with some persops, indevoted, to the excellent 
Chancellor, kept him at a dlttaace from a man, so conge- 
nial to himseiP, and fOr whom be cnnld not but entertain 
the highfist esteem I lite ChanceUor, tboi^li he coiiM 
nut be ej(pected to lake him out of the bands of his uU 
palrons, seems, yet, to have been getieraua enough to Mr. 
CowL£T(, not to resent those connexions : as may he ga- 
thei-ed from the handsome testimony paid to his merit, in 
the Ctmlinvation of the History of hii mm fAfr. ' Speaking 
of B. JotisoN, he sayB>— '' He [Ben Johson} waa the best 
judge Q&. aiid fittest &>. prescribe rules to, poetry and 
poets, of any man whQ had Uved with, or before hi)n, or 
since; If Mr. Cowlev had not made a flight beyond all 
aiert; with that modesty yet, to ascribe much of this, to 
the ffttampk and learning of Bbm JotfsoN." — 'Among the 
pther inleltcities of men of genius, one, is, and not thp 
least, that it rarely happeqs to them to have the choosing 
of the peraons, to whom they would most wisli to be 
obliged. The sensibility of their gratitude teing equal to 
then- other parts and virtues, the man, whose favour they 
eluuce^rst to experience, is sure of thtir constant eerricet 
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^ what hands Uie veasd <^ ^e'commonwealth 
■9 navigate^. 

- I. cooid not agr«e with him in this Condudii^ 
i^ark, and much less in the hi^-fiown en- 
coDpiu^i which Jntroduced it^. But, waving 
the^e (esser matters, I contented myself with 
observing, ',' That let him put what gloss he 
would onthi* humour of declining civilbusir 
nes8, it must ^nceds be considered by all nn-^ 
biassed persons, as highly pr^udiciat to public 
order and governqient j that, if good men would 
not be employed, the bad must; and Utat, ta 
eay the least, the cause of leamiog and virtue 
must suffer exceedingly in the, eyes of .men,- 
when they see those very qualities, which alona 
can render us useful to the world, dispose us.ta. 
fly from it. 

For as to the jilea, continued I, of employ- 
ing them to better purpose in the way of pri-' 
vate and solitary contempiation, I can hold 
it for little better titan enthusiasm. Several 

and attacbmcDt through life, how strongly aocver their 
interest, and even tbcir judgment, may diwn aiiotber 
way. ■ , 

q The reader b not to forget, that Mr. Sprat is wrEting 
to the Lord St. Albans, and was, at this time, chaplain: 
(o the Duke Of BoGsiNQBAM. 
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putoGVE persohs, I know, would give it a rtorse name, 
and say, as Tacitus somewhere does, that it 
serves only for a specious cover to that love of 
ease and ^f-indulgence, which he will have 
to be at the bottom of such prct«ices'. Btat 
even -with the best construction the matter was 
ef^ble of, he could never, I insisted, justify 
that plea to the understandings oT prudent and 
Icnowing men. We allow the obscure pedant 
to talk high of the dignity of his office, and 
sn«gnify, as much as he pleases, the importance 
of his speculations. Such an indulgence serrea 
to beep him in bumonr with himself, and may 
be 4 means to convert a low- and plodding ge- 
pius to the only use of which it is capable. 
But Ibr 8 man of es{>erience in aflbirs, and who 
is (jualitied to shine in them, to hold this lan- 
guage, i» very extraordinary, 

I saw with what impatience he heard me, 
^nd therefore took care to «dd, " Tis true, 
tf»e studies to which you would devote your- 
wlf, are the noblest in -the world of science. 
por Divinity, the very name speaks its elo~ 

' " Ingenium ittustre altioribiu atudiis jitvenis admo- 
dum dedit : non, ut plesioue, ut mouimb UAOXiPtco 
(XOKE oTiUM vEL.tRBT, scd quo firmior adversus fortuitq 
rempuUicain capeaserei." [ffi*(, IV, B,] — Part of the Sua 
character ^ven us t>f HELviurua PstscO*, 
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gi\iai. 4^^' tb» CDUutei^anqe which fats tn»> 
jesty is pleased, in his true wisdora* to give to' 
natural science, must be thought to ennoble 
that branch of Jearning beyond all others, that 
are merely of, human consideration. Yet still, 
riay friend, what need of. taking these studies 
out of the hands of those, to whom tiiey an. 
properly intrusted? Religion is very s^ in the, 
Itosom of. the Jiational church. And questioD& 
of natural science will doubtless be eflfectualljr 
cleared and ventilated in the New Sociefy', 
and in the schools of our Vmversities. It 
could .never be his majesty's intention to thia 
Jiis court, for the sake of furnishing students in 
patnral philosophy," 

And can you. then, interposed he, in yoor 
concern for what you very improperly call my. 
interests, allow yourself to speak so coolly ok' 
the great interests of natural and ^Hvine truth } 
Is religion a trade to.be confined to the crafb^. 
men ? Or, are fellows of collfges aad. of the 
Koyal Society, if such we are tohave, the onty 
persons concerned to adore God in the wonders 
of his creation ? Birdon me, my friend t I 
^nowyou mean nothing less j but the .strange 

« The ^oyal socibtt ; nqt yet instituted, but mucV 
talked of U thie timcl 
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'J*^|J^ indtiference of your phrase provokes me to tfaic 
expostulation. 

' You warm yourself, resumecl I, too hastily. 
My design 'was only to suggest, that as there 
are certain orders of men appointed for the sole 
purpose of studying divinity, and advancing' 
philosophy, 1 did not sefe that a man of busi- 
ness was obliged to desert his proper station for 
the sate of either. 

I suspect, said he, there may be some equi- 
vocation wrapped up in that word obliged. All 
I know is, that I shall ^pend my time more in- 
nocently, «t least; and, I presume to think, 
more usefully in those studies, than in that 
slippery station, if it may deserve to be called 
one, of court-fevour and dependance. And if 
I extended the ohservation to many others, 
Aat are foild to take up their residence in these 
quarters, I cannot believe I should do them 
any injustice. 

, I cannot tell, returned I, .against whom this 
censure is pointed. But I know there are 
many of the gravest characters, and even lights 
and fathers of the church, who do not consider 
it as inconsistent, either with their duty, or 
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the uaefulDess of their professioa, to continue duloqdi 

1 ■ u. 

in tbati station. 

O ! mistake me not, replied he : I intended 
no reflection on any of the clei^, and much 
less on the great prelates of the church, for 
their attendance in the courts of princes. Theirs 
is properly an exempt case. They are the 
authorized guides and patterns of life. Their 
great abilities indeed qualify them, above all 
others, for serving the cause of science and re- 
li^oD, by their private studies and meditations* 
But they very properly consider too, that part 
of their duty is to enlighten the ignorant of all 
r^ks, by their wise and pious discourse, and 
to awe and reclaim the wandering of all deno- 
minations, by their example. Hence it is, that 
I cannot enough admire the zeal of so many 
pastors of the church ; who, thoi^h the slavish 
manners and libertinism of a court must be 
more than ordinarily ofiensive to men of their 
characters, continue to discharge their office so 
painfully, and yet so punctually, in that situ- 
ation, . 

Here, my lord, observing my friend for once 
to deliver himself reasonably, I was encouraged 
to add, that since he was so just to maintain 
the commerce of good and wise churchmen in 

VOL. III. K 
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Dutocn tiie great world to be, as it truly was, a matter 
of duty, he should also have the candour to own, 
that his withdrawing from it was, at least, a 
work of Supererogation, 

It might be so, he said; but, though our 
church gave no encouragement to think we 
merit by such works, he did not-kuow, that it 
condemned and utterly forbad them.^ 

O! but, returned I, if that be all, and you 
acknowledge at last that your retiring is no 
matter of duty, it will be easy to advance ano- 
ther step, and demonstrate to you, that such 
a project is, in your case, altc^tber unreason- 
able*. 

For, notwithstanding all you have said, in 
the sj>irit and language of stoicism, ofthecom- 

t We have in this-.remoDstrance that follows; the usual 
langnage of those we call our/riemJt; which may some- 
times be the cause, but is oftner the pretence, of ambition. 
Hear how gravely Sir Dudlbt Caeltom, who loved 
businessi and drudged on in it all his life, is pleased, in 
an evil hour, to express himself: "The best is, I was 
never better, and were it Dot more for a necessity that is 
imposed l^ the BXr^TATioN of pkienbs, not to stand at 
a stay and sbnbscere, whilst a man is young, than for 
ambitioD, I w«uld not complain myself of my misfor- 
tune." [Sir Ralph WitivooD'»Memurials, vol.11, p. 45,] 
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forts of your present situation,' will you se- Dialo«d« 
riousty undertake to persuade me that they are 
in any degree comparable to what you might 
propose to yourself, by returning to a life of 
business ? Is the littleness, the obscurity, and 
pardon me if I even say, the meanness of this 
retreat, to be put in competition with the libe- 
ral and even splendid provision, which your 
friends at court will easily be able to make for 
you ? Is it nothing, my friend, (for let us talk 
common sense, and not bewilder ourselves with 
the visions of philosophy) is it nothing to lire 
in a well-liimished house, to keep a good table, 
to command an equipage, to have many fnends 
and dependants, to be courted by inferiors, to 
be well received by the great, and to be some- 
body even in the presence P 

And what if, in order to compass such things, 
some little devoirs and assiduities are expected? 
Is it not the general practice? And what every 
body submits to, can it be ignominious? Is 
this any thing more than conforming one's self 
to the necessary subordination of society? Or, 
what if some time passes in these services, 
which a present humour suggests might be 
more agreeably spent in other amusements? 
Ilie recompence cannot be far off; and, in tlie 
mean time, the lustre and ver)' agitation of a 
K 2 
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Duuxm life of business, hatti somewhat in it sprightly 
and amusing. Besides, yours is not the <;ase 
of one that is entering, for the first time, on a 
course of expectation. Your business is half 
done. The prince is favourable; and there are 
of his ministers that respect and honour you. 
Your services are well known ; your reputation 
is fair ; your connexions great ; and the season 
inviting. What, with all these advantages,' 
forego the court in a moping mood, or, as an^y 
men use, run to moralize in a cloister ! 

I was proceeding in the wamith of this re- 
monstrance, when, with a reproachful smile, 
he turned upon me, and, in a kind of rapture, 
repeated the following lines of Spenser : 

" Full little knowest thou, that hast not tried. 
What hell it is in suing long to bide : 
To lose good days, that might be better spent ; 
To waste long nights in pensive discontent : 
To speed to-day, to be put back to-morrow ; 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow ; 
To have thy prince's grace,yet want his peeres"; 

u That Mr. Cowiet had his prince's grace appears from 
what the king said of him, on the news of his death : 
" That he had'not lejl a bitter man. behind him in Eng- 
land." Afad this was grace enough, in reason, from such 
a pnoce.— Uow it came to pass that he wcmted the grace 
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To have thy askings, yet wait many yeers " ; Duwwm 
To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares ; 
To eat thy heart through comfortless despaires ; ■ 
To feun, to crouche, to wait, to ride, to ronne ; 
To spend, to give, to want, to be undonne." 

This, said he, is my answer once for all to your 
long string of interrogatories. I learnt it of 
one that had much experience in courts : anj^- 
I thought it worth imprinting on my memory, 
to have it in readiness on such an occasion. 
Or, if you would rather have my answer in my 
own words, the Muse shall give it you in a little 
poem, she dictated very lately '. It may shew 

of his pea«s (if, indeed, be did want it), hath beea ex* 
pbuned in a note, p. 140. 

w Tlie application of this line is the aSaii of the Matter- 
ihip of tht Savoy ; " which though granted, aeys Mr, 
Wood, to his highest merit by both the Charlbsbs I. and 
II. yet by certain persons, enemies to the Muses, be lost ' 
that place." But this \ras not the worst. For, such ii ■ ' 
the bard lot of unsucceaeful men, the Savot/'tnimng Cow- 
ley became the object of ridicule, instead of pity, even to 
the wits themselves ; as may be seen in " The tesakm of 
the poete, amongst the maceUtmemu poena published \ej 
fib. Dktdbh." 

Quid DOMINI &cient, audent si talia fubrb > 

B IVinted among his works, under the name of TSi 
coHPLAiHT. The relation it has to the subject debatedj 
made me think it not amisa to jnint it at the end of thia 
IMalogue— It must ndie i«e'> indignation to find that lO 
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you perhaps, that, though my nature be • 
what melancholy, I am not moping ; and tliat 
I can moralize, and even complain, as 1 have | 
reason to do, without being angry. 

The look and tone of voice, with which he i 
said this, a little disconcerted me. But I re- 
covered myself, and was going on to object to | 
his unreasonable warmth, and the fascination of 
this wicked poetry, when he stopped me with , 
saying, " Come, no more of these remonstrances 
and upbraidings. I have heard enough of your 
pleadings in a cause, which no eloquence can 
carry against my firm and fixed resolutions, t 
have seen, besides, the force you have done to i 
yourself in this mock combat. Your extreme 
friendliness hath even tempted you to act a part 
which your true sense, and the very decorum 
of your profession, I have observed through all 
your disguises, has rendered painful to you. 
] will tell you my whole mind in one word. 
No inducements of what the world calls in- 
terest, no views of honour, no, nor what 
the poet aptly calls, sanctissima divitiarum 
majestas y, shall make me recede from the 

j|i9t, so delicate, and, sa manly a complaint should be 
•co&ed at, as it was by the wits before mentioned, uad«r 
the Dame oS thb pitiful milahcholy. 
y Juvenal, Sat,i. ver.112. 
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^^mrpose I am bent upon, of consecrating the DuMom 
Temainder of a comfortless distracted iife, to the 
sweets of this obscure retirement. BeHeve me, 
I have weighed it well, with all its inconve- 
niencies. And I find them such as are nothing 
to the agonies 1 have long felt in that troubled 
floene, to which you would recal me. If it 
hatii any ingrediei^ts, which I cannot so well 
relish, they are such as my friends, and, above 
«ll, such as you, my best friend, may ,recon- 
cile to me. Let me but have the pleasure to 
see the few, I love and esteem, in th^e shades^ 
and I shall not regret their solitude. 

And as for my much honoured friend, whose 
munificence hath placed me in them, I shall 
hope to satisfy him in the most efiectual man- 
ner. Nothing, you will believe, could give me 
a pain equal to that of being suspected of in- 
gratitude towards my best benefactor. It was 
indeed with the utmost difiiculty, that I con-^ 
strained myself at last to think of leaving bis 
service. The truth is, he expostulated with me 
upon it* pretty roundly ; and though uiy reso- 
lution was taken, I left him with the concern 
of not being able to give him entire satisfection. 
These repeated instances by you are a fresh 
proof of his goodness, and do me an honour - 
I had little reason to expect fix)m him. But 
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pMwx'"« his lordship's notions of life and mine are Very 
di£^nt, as is fitting in persons, whom.fDr- 
tune hath placed in ttvo such different situa- 
tions. It becomes me to bear the most, grateful 
. remembrance of his kind intentions ; and, for 
the rest, I can assure myEelf, that his equity 
and nobleness of mind, will permit an old 
servant to pursue, at length, his own incli- 
nations. 

However, to repay his goodness as I can, 
atid to testify alt ima^nable respect to his judg^ 
ment, I have purposed to write my own 
APOLOGY to his lordship ; and to represent to 
him, in a better manner, than 1 hare done in 
this sudden and unpremeditated conversation, 
the reasons that have determined me to this re- 
solution. I have even made some progress in 
the design, and have digested into several 
essays the substance of such reflections as, at 
drfTerent times, have had most weight with 
me*. 

' Whetber it were owing to his other occupations, tet 
that he had do great confidence in the succeae of this 
attemptj these Essayt, which mere to give entire latUfactim^ 
to his court-friend in the af^ of his retirement, went on 
very slowly, They were even left imperfect at his death, 
" a little before which (says Dr. Sphat) he communicated 
.to me his resohition, to haTC dedicated, them all to my 
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Hearing him speak in so determined a man- O"^""* 
ner, I was discouraged from pressing him fur- 
ther with such other considerations, as I had 
prepiured on this argument. Only I could not 
help enforcing, in the warmest manner, and in 
terms your lordship would not allow me to use 
in this recital, what he himself had owned of 
your unexampled goodness to him ; and the 
obligation which, I insisted, that must needs 
create in a generous mind, of paying an unre- 
served obedience to your lordship's pleasure. 
H-e gave me the hearing very patiently; but 
contented himself with repeating' his design of 
justifying himself to your lordship in the apo- 
logy he had before promised. 

And now, resumed he with an air of ala- 
crity, since you know my whole mind, and 
that no remonstrances can move me, a>nfesB 
the whole truth ; acknowledge at last that you 

Lord St. Albans, as a testimony of his entire respects to 
him ; and a kind of apology for havfng left human aflairs 
in the strength of hii age, wlule he might have bet'it ser- 
viceable to his country." However, if thb apology had 

not the intended eflect, it had a much better. Lords aii4 
wits may decide of the qualities of Mr.'CoWLBi's head aa 
they please ; but, so long as these Etiayt remain, they wifl 
oblige all honest men to lovt the language of hi* heart. 
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'''*J?*™* have dissembled with me all this while, and 
that, in reality, you approve my resolution. I 
know you do, my friend, though you struggle 
hard to ccmceal it. It cannot be otherwise. 
Nature, which linked our hearts tc^ther, had 
formed us in one mould. We have the same 
sense of things ; the same love of letters and of 
virtue. And though I would not solicit one of 
your years and your profession to follow me into 
the shade, yet I know you so well ", that you 
will preserve in the world that equal frame of 
mind, that indifference to all earthly things, 
which I pretend to have carried with me into 
this solitude. 

Go on, my friend, in this track ; and be an 
example to the churchmen of our days, that 
tiie highest honours of the gown, which I easily 
foresee are destined to your abilities, are not 
incompatible with the strictest purity of life> 
and the most heroic sentiments of int^rity and 
honour. Go, and adorn the dignities which 
are reserved for you; and remember only in 
the heights of prosperity to be what you are, 
to serve the world with vigour, yet so as to in- 
dulge with me ' 

*■ Alaa ! he was iiiistalten. 
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" the generous scorn 
Of things, for which we were not born *>." 

I begati to be a little uneasy at his long ser- 
mon, when he broke it ofi" with this couplet 
The day by this time was pretty far advanced ; 
uid rising from his seat, he proposed to rae to 
walk into his hermitage (so he called his house) ; 
where, he said, I should see how a phildsopher 
lived as well as talked. I staid to dine, and 
spent a. good part of the afternoon with him. 
We discoursed of various matters ; but not a 
word more on what had occasioned this visit. 
Only he shewed me the complaining poem he 
had mentioned, and of which, for the pleasure 
so fine a composition will give you, I here send 
your lordship a copy. His spirits, he said, 
were enlivened by the face of an old friend ; 
and indeed I never knew his conversation mote 
easy and chearful <= ; which yet I could not per- 
fectly enjoy for the r^ret the ill success of my 
n^ociation had given me. 

I> A citation irom one of his own poems. 

c Mr. Sprat himself telb us, spewing of Mb'. Cow- 
IBt's retreat, that " some few friends and books, a 
ehearfttl heart, and innocent conscience, were his constant 
companions." Life, 
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o*"**"'* I returned to town in the evening, rumi- 
nating on what had passed, and resolving to 
send your lordship an exact account of our 
conversation. I particularly made a point of 
iuppressing nothing which Mr. Cowley had 
to »ay for himself in this debate, however it 
may sometimes seem to make t^ainst me. 
The whole hath grown under my pen into a 
greater length than I expected. But your 
Ix>rdship wished to know the bottom of oyr 
friend's mind; and I thought you would see 
it more distinctly and clearly in this way, than 
in any other. I am, my lord, with the most 
jtrofound respect, 

Your Lordship's most obedient - 

and feithful servant, 
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COMPLAINTS 

In a deep vision's intellectual scene 
Beneath a bower for sorrow made, 
Th' uncomfortable shade 
Of the black yew's unlucky green, 
Mixt with the mourning willow's carefiil gray, 
Where reverend Cam cuts out his femous way, 

iTie melancholy Cowley lay : 
And lo ! a Muse appear'd to's closed sight, 
(The Muses olt in lands of visions play) 
Bodied, array'd, and seen by an internal light: 
A golden harp with silver strings she bore, 
A wonderous hierc^lyphic robe she wore, 

^ This is one of the prettiest of Mr. Cowley'i smaller 
Poema. The plan of it b highly poetical : and, though 
the numbers be not tbe most pleasing, the e^qtression is 
almost every where natural and beautiful. But its prin- 
dfial charm is that ur of melancholy, thrown over the 
whole, BO expressive of the poet's character. 

The addreu of the writer is seen in conveying his just 
T^roaches on the Cottrt, under a pretefided vindioatioa of 
it against the Mute, 
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, In which all colours, and all figures wet*. 
That nature, or that fancy can create, 

Hiat art can never imitate ; 
And with loose pride it wanton'd in the air. 
In such a dress, in such a weU-cloath'd dream. 
She us*d of -old, near fair Ismenus' stream, 
Pindar her Theban fovourite to meet ; 
A crown was on her head, and wings were on her 
feet. 



She toach'd him with her harp, and rais'd him from 

the ground ; 
The shaken strings melodiously resound. 

Art thou returnd at last, said she. 

To this forsaken place and me r 
Thou prodigal, who didst so loosely waste 
Of all thy youthful years, the good estate? 
Art thou returned here to repent too late ; 
And gather husks of learning up.at last, - 
Now the rich harvest-time of life is past. 

And ff infer marches on so fast ? 
But when I meant t' adopt thee for my son. 
And did as leam'd a portion tliee assign, 
As ever any of the mighty Nine 

Had to her dearest children done; 
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When I resolv'd f exalt thy anointed name, 
Among the spiritual lords of peaceful feme« ; 
Thou changeling, thou, bewitch'd with noise and" 

show, 
Would'st into courts and cities from me go ; 
Would'st see the world abroad, and have a share 
In all the follies, and the tumults there. 
Thou would'st, forsooth, he something in a state. 
And business thou would'st find, and would'st 
create : 

Business! the frivolous pretence 
Of humane lusts to shake otF innocence : 

Business ! the grave impertinence : 
Business I the thing which I of all things hate: 
Business I the contradiction of thy fete. 



III. 

Go, renegado, cast up thy account, 
And see to what amount 
Thy foolish gains by quitting me : . 

The sale of knowledge, fame, and liberty, 

The fruits of thy unlearn'd apostasy. 

Thou thought'st, if once the public storm were past. 

All thy remaining life should sun-shine be ; 

Behold, the public storm is spent at last, 

' Aq execrablo line. 
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The sovereign is tost at sea no more, 
And thou, with all the noble company. 

Art got at last to shore. 
But whilst tUy fellow voyagers, 1 see. 
All march'd up to possess the promis'd land. 
Thou still alone (alas!) dost gaping stand 
Upon the naked beach, upon the barren sand. 

IV. 

As a fair morning of the blessed spring, 

After a tedious stormy night ; 
Such was the glorious entry of our king : 
Enriching moisture dropp'd on every thing; 
Plenty he sow'd below, and cast about him light, 

. But then (alas !) to thee alone. 
One of old Gideon's miracles was shown; 
For every tree, and every herb around. 

With pearly dew was crown'd, 
And upon all the quicken'd ground 
The fruitful seed of heaven did brooding lye. 
And nothing but the Muse's fleece was dry. 

It did all other threats surpass 
When God to his own people said, 
(Tlie men, whom thro' long wanderings he had led) 

That he would give them ev'n a heaven of brass ; 
They look'd up to that heaven in vain. 
That bounteous heaven, which God did not restrain. 
Upon the most unjust to shine and rain. 
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The Rachabl, for which twic« seven ytkn and 

more 
Thou didst with foith and labour serve. 
And didst (if iaith and labour can) deserve. 

Though she contracted was to thee, 

Giv'n to another who had store 
Of fairer, and of richer wives befcnc. 
And not a Leah left, thy recompence to be. 
€iD on, twice seven years more thy fortune tiy. 
Twice seven years more, God in his bounty may 

Give thee, to fling away 
Into the court's deceitful lottery. 

But Uiink how likely *tis that thou. 
With the dull work of thy unwieldy plough, 
Should'st in a hard and barren season thrive, 

Should even able be to hve ; 
Thou, to whose share so little bread did fall. 
In the miraculous year, when hanha raiu'd on all. 



VI. 

Thus spake the Muse, and spake it with a jmile, 
That seem'd at once to pity and revile, 

vol.. III. L 
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And to her thus, raising his thoughtful head. 

The melancholy Cowt^v sud : 

Ah, wanton foe, dost thou upbraid 
The ilk which ^ou th)'8elf hast made ? 
Wien, in the cradle, innocent I ky. 
Thou, wicked spirit, stoleat me away. 

And my abused soul didht bear 
Into thy new-fbnnd worlds I know not where," 
Thy golden Indies in the ur; 

And ever since I strive in vain 
My ravish'd freedom to regain: 
Still I rebel, stiH thou dost re^, 
Lo, stiU in verse against thee I comphin. 

There is a sort of stubborn weeds. 
Which if the earth but once, it ever breeds j 

No wholesome herb can near Aem ^rivey 

No usefal plant am keep alive ; 
The foolish sporte I did on thee bestow. 
Make all my art and labour fruitless «k>W'; 
Where once such Fairies dance' no grass doth eyer 
grow. 

VII. 

When my new mind had no illusion known^ 
Thou fi^v'st so deep a tincture of thine owg, 
' Tliat ever since I vainly try 
To wash away th^ inherent dye: 
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Ibtig work perha^ mif c^Hhy'oeloitn quit*,- ' 
But never will tvdibe the mttra White i 

To all the ports of honoUT itad of gflin, 

I often steer ray coons in vain, 
Thy gale coBteB crou, md drivn me buk aga^ci. 
Thou slackVest all my nerves 6f nuiastry^ 

By msMng them to oft to tA 
The tinkling strings of diy loose minstrdmi, 
^¥hoeTer this world'* happinesi would tee, 

Must as entirely cait off thee. 

As tb^ irho only besven desm. 

Do from the world retire. 
This was My error, diif my gross mistake, 
Myself a demy-votary io make. 
Thus with Sapphira, and her husband's fate^ 
(A fault which I like them am taught too late) 
For all that I gave up, I nothing gain. 
And perish for the part which I retain. 

VIII. 

Teach me not then, O thou fallacious Muse, 
The court, and better king, t' accuse ; 
The heaven under which I live is fair ; 
The fertile soil will a full harvest bear ; 
Thine, thine is all the barrenness ; if thou 
Mak'st me sit still and sing, when I should plough ; 
L 2 
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When I. but think, how many a tedious year 

Our patient 'lov'reigti did attend 

His long misfortunes fatal end ; 
How chearfiilly, and how exempt from fear, 
On the Gieat Sovereign's will he did depend, 
I ought to be accurst, if I refuse 
To wait on his, O thou fallacious Muse '. 
Kings have long hands (they say) and though I be 
So distant, they may reach at length to me. 

However, of all princes, thou 
Should'st not reproach rewards for being small or 

slow I 
Thou, who rewardest but with popular breath. 

And that too after death. 
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DIALOGUE lil, 

ON THE AGE OF QUEEN ELIZAldBTili 



MR. ADDISON. 



It lMpp«a«d, In the sanifiwt «f th« yia^ 
■17lff, t9hat th. Abtitmillot aatf Mf. ASOfWil 
fittd AcMsiOA tx> tellt! A jowaey togtibtt* into 
-If^i^hhSre. Mr. OHtev, who bad retfmtA 
ittteHigeiice of tfieir motiotift, fciid wdi t^fi At 
doleful, Mntrived to gii'e them Uie tMetiag 
^ Mutiricft ; vrhere thcjr ifttendeA to foa/i ft 
dft;^ t/t two, hk tisHitig tHe coriMhi^ of tlMt 
fift6 tovra, ftnci the mofe redAark&M^ of tbdae 
I'emains of antiqtri^ that are to be seen in its 
neigfebouthootl. These were matter of high 
entertainment to all of them ; to Dr. Arbuth- 
jter, for the i^ouuie of iccettecting the an- 
pfHft titttis; M Mr. AsBUloffj Ott •owttAC of 
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DtALMivB some political reflexions, he was fond of indulg- 
ing on such occasions; and to Mr. Digbt, 

from an ingenuous curioBity-j and the love of 
seeing and observing whatever was most re- 
markable, whether in the past ages, or the 
pKBent. 

Amongst other things that amused them> 
they were much taken with die great church 
at. Wisncick, They entertained themselves 
with the several histories, which h^s muiy old 
monuments recalled to their memory *. The 
lamous inscription of Sir Fulk Grbvu^ occa- 
sioned some reflexions; especially to Mr. 
Pi6BT> who had used to h^ much affected with ' 
the-fanjc a«d fortunes of the accomplished Sir 
Fhiup SiDKE^. The glcHy o^the hpuse cf 
Warwick waa» ^Uq, ^ ample fi^ld of medir- | 
tation. But what chanced to tak« their atteor 
lion iBDiXt vas the momfpent of the great eari 
of Leicbster. It recorded his titles at fuU 
length, and was, bpudest richly decorated with 
sculpture, displaying the varioijUt ensigns and 
trollies oS his greatness. The pride of this 
minister had neter appeared to them so conr 
s^cuQus, as in the legends and ornaments of 

f Sbr the account of these MmummU, and of KimA- 
.uortft-Cuile. see the pluM aqd 4M^ptioD4 of OufiDAi.*. 
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his tomb-stone ; which liad not only outlived Diyj"""" 
his family, but seemed to assure itself of im^ 
mortality, by taking refuge, as it were, at the 
foot of the altar. 

These funeral honours engaged them in som^ 
common reflexions on the folly of such expe* 
dients to perpetuate human grandeur ; but at 
the sione time^ as is the usual efiect of these 
things, struck their imaginations very strongly. 
They readily apprehended what must have been 
the state of this mighty favourite in his life- 
time, from what they saw of it in this pi^ud 
memorial; which continued in a manner to in- 
auH posterity so many years after his death. 
But understanding that the fragments at least 
of his sujn*eme glory, when it was flourishing 
at its hei^t, were still to be seen at Kenei/- 
woKTH, which they knew could be at no great 
distance, .they resolved to visit them the next 
day, and indulge to the utmost the several re- 
flexions which such scenes are apt to inspire. 
On enquiry, they found it was notjnore than 
&ve or six. miles .to the castle ; so that, hy starts 
ing early in the morning, they might easily re-r 
turn to dinner at ffarwich They kept to 
their appointment so well, that they got. to 
^pielworth in good time, and had even tvrq 
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an exact view of the place. 

It vras luckily one of those fine days, whltih 
oar travellers would most have wiahed for, and 
whidi indeed are most agreeable in this seMon. 
It was clear enough to afford a distinct [iroqieet 
of the country, and to set the objects, ihey 
wanted to take a view of, in'a good light ; and 
y«rt was so conveniently clouded as to chec^ th* 
heat of the satiy and make the exercise of walk- 
ing, of which they were likely to have a good 
deal, jterfectly easy to diem. 

When they alighted from the coach, the first 
object that presented itself was the principal 
Gate-WAV of the Gastle. It had been eonWtted 
into a farm-house, and was indeed the only 
part of these vast ruins that was inhabited. On 
their entrance into the inner-court, Aey wert 
struck with the sight of many mouldering 
towers, which preserved a sort of magnificence 
eten in their rums. They amused thetn^lve* 
npith observing the vast compass of the whole; 
with marking the uses, and tracing the dimen-> 
tions, of the several parti. AH which it was 
easy for them to do, by tiie very distinct traces 
^at remained of th^, and especiaH^ bjr m^na 
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rf ButiDALE's plan* md descriptions, wbich ^*"** 
they had takM c«re to consult. 

After mmMiAg about for tcmt time, thejr 
AlaffibeMd npa hes^of ruins, whieft la^'Ad'tb^ 
west side the court: and thence came'td a 
broken tower, which, when they had mounted ' 
gome 5tep«, led them out into^a^ath-wsy'on 
^M tops of :the waHs, Prom this eminence thejt 
bad ft Very distinct view =bf the severail- parts 
tbey bad before eontempleted ; of the gardens 
oa tiw north-wde:; o* thk teinding meadow that 
*itt»»pa»sed rile walls of the cartltf, on the 
«Ottt and south; and had, besides, the com-^ 
jtiMd <rf the country round about rfiem fij* 
BMiiy miles. The prospect of so many antiqui 
tttwera falling into rabbish, contrasted to the 
nuioUB beauties of tbe landscape, struck diem 
with admiMtion^ end kept them- silent for some 
time.' 

At fengfe recovering himscH";! perceive, saM 
Dr. AiiB©f ri»oT, we are all df us riof a 'little 
•iwled'Wiih tire sight of th^e'rtrin's. Tliey 
eten create a melancholy in rtie' arid yet a 
pielancholy of so ^j^tRil af kiiid, that I would 
not exchange it, methinks, forany brisker sen- 
•■*ioQ, The esperienee of-this effect hath often 
]lnftaM to enquire, how it "is that the mind. 
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PuLMcs even while it laments, finds so great a pleaaine 
in visiting these scenes of desolat)p;t. Is i1^ 
continued he, from the pure love of antiqai^, 
and. the amusing train of reflexions into whicb 
suctf remains pf ancient magnificence naturally^ 
),ea4 us? 

. I know not, returned Mr. Addison^ what 
pain it may give you to contemplate these 
triumphs of time and fortune. For my part» 1 
am not sensible of the mixt sensation you spealf 
pf. I feel a pleasure indeed ; but it is sincere 
and, as I conceive, may be easily accounted 
for... Tie nothing more, I believe, than a fio* 
' tioD of the ima^imtioD, which ma^es ote think 
I am taking a revenge on the oitce prosperous 
S^ overshadowing height, PigKUMPiuNs ras^ 
jiGiVM, as somebody expresses it, of inordi* 
^ate Greatness. It is certain, continued he, 
this theatre of a great statesman's pride, the d&> 
light of many of our princes, and which boasts 
of having given entertainment to. ^e of them 
]D a manner so splendid, as to claim a rememT 
^r&Dce, even in the annals of our country, would 
Mow, in its present state, administer ample 
matter for. much insulting reflexion. 

'* AVhere^ one might ask, are the tilts and 
tournaments,' the princely shows ^nd eporta, 
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whitih were once so proudly celebrated within ^'•^*^' 
theae walls ? Where are the pageants, the 
studied devices and emblems of curious inven- 
tion, that set ^e court at a gaze, and even 
transpoHed the high soul of our Elizabeth ? 
Where now, pursued he, (pointing to that 
which was formerly a canal, but at present is 
only a meadow with a small rivulet running 
through it) where is the floating island, the 
blaze of torches that eclipsed the day, the kdy 
of the take, the silken nymphs her attendants, 
with all the other fantastic exhibitions surpassing 
eventhe whimsies of thewildest romance? What 
now is become of the reveliy of feasting? of 
the minstrelsy, that took the ear so delightfully 
as it babbled along the valley, or floated on the 
surface of this kke ? See there Uie smokdesfi 
kitchens, stretching to a length that might 
give room for the sacrifice of a hecatomb ; the 
vaulted hall, which mirth and jolH^ have set 
so often in an uproar ; the rooms of state, and 
the presence-chamber : what are they now but 
void and tenantless ruins, clasped vnth ivy, 
open to wind and weather, and representing 
to the eye nothing but the ribs and carcase, as 
it were, of their former state ? And see, said 
iie, ^t proud gate-way, once the mansion of 
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VuLwsw a farly porter e, who, partaking of ikt pfidi! 
of his lord, made the crowds wait, md refused 
admittance, perhaps, to Qobies wbotn fear or 
interest drew to these walls, to pay their ho^ 
mage to their master: see it now the residence 
of a poor toiant, who torus the key but to let 
himaeif out to his daily labour, to admit him to 
9 short meal, and secure his nightly slumbei^- 
Yet, in this bunsble state, it hath had the 
fortime to outlive the glory of the rest^ and 

tm IW Speaker's idea of L(Wd LBicamB'e porter agreea 
^th the character he sustained on the queen's receptiuii 
at Keneheorth ; aa we find it deseribed in a paper of good 
authority written at that time. " Here a foiiteb, tall of 
person, big of Umbs, stark of counteiiBnce — with club 
tad keys of quant]^ accordiitg -, ,ia a rough speech, fljll of 
pftuioii in metre, while the queen came nithhi his waid, 
buret out in a great pang of impatience to sea sucb un- 
couth trudging to and &o, such riding; in and out, with 
■uchdin and noise of talk, within hia charge; wbereofhe 
never taw the h'ke, nor had any warning once, ne yet 
could make to hitoielf any cause trf the natter. At last, 
upon iMtter vi^ and adveitiwment. be prodaiais opes 
gates and frea passage to all ; yields over Ua club, hia l£e;% 
his ofSce and all, and on his knees humbly prayi pardon 
of hia ignorance and impatience. Which her faigtmesi 
graciously granting, Ac." — 

A letter from as attendant in court to hia fi^end a 

citiien and merchant of Lamdon. Vnm tbe coortf 

at WoTcater, 20 4ugmt 1575. 
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faMb«PWdr«wik ta itself the whole of that little ^'^^^ 
tut^ md Qie^ which time hath continued to 
this 'ojiC9 pompous building. For, while the 
auit]» itself is cnunblad into shapeless ruins, 
4nd 14 propbftned, as we diere see, by the vilest 
U^es, tim Gvtvfork of greatnesa ia left entire, 
sheltered snd closed in from bird and beaat^ 
aiid even affords some decent room in which 
the human Jace divine is pot ashamed to Aew 
itself." 

While Mr. Addison went on in this vdn, 
hia two fri«!)d9 stood lookii^ on each other; 
9s not conceiving' what mi^t be the cause <^ 
liift expressing himself with ft vehemence, eo 
VACommon, and not suited to his natural tem- 
pep. When ^e fit was over, I confess, said ' 
X)r. AsBUTHNOT, this is no bad topic for a 
moralist to declaim upon. And, though it be 
a trite one^ we know how capable it is of beii^ 
adorned by him who, on a late occasion, couU 
Wedita^ so finely on the Toubs at Wbsthin- 
9Fsa. *>. But surely, proceeded he, you warm 
yourself in this cootemplatioa, beyond what 
the sul^ect requires of you. The vanity o£ 
bttVMa greatness ia seen in so many instencei, 
that X wondef to hear you harangue oa this witU 

> lBtlR&ntV«luoii)flfth»SrcesA»aK. 
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''^'" SO pecuriar an exultation. There is no tfavel-' 
ling fen miles together in any part of the king- 
dom without stumbling on some ruin, which^ 
though perhaps not so considerable as this be- 
fore us, would furnish occasion, however, for 
tiie same reflexions. There would be no end of 
moralizing over every broken tower, or shat' 
tered fabric, which calls to mind the short- 
lived glories of our ancestors. 

True, said Mr. Addison; and, if the short 
continuance of these glories were the only cir- 
cumstance, I might well have spared the exul- 
tation, you speak of, in this triumph over the 
shattered remnants of Kenelwortk. But there 
is something else that fires me on the occasion^ 
It brings to mind the fraud, the rapine, the 
insolence, of the potent minister, who vainly 
thought to immortalize bis .ill-gotten glory by 
this proud monnment. Nay, further, it awa- 
kens an indignation against the prosperous- 
tyranny of those wretched times, and creates 4 
generous pleasure in reflecting on the happiness 
we enjoy under ajuster and more equal govern- 
ment. Believe me, I never see the remains of 
that greatness which arose in the pastimes on the 
ruins of public freedom and private property, 
■but I congratulate with myself on living at a 
time, when tHe meanest subject is as free and 
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{d^lep^dent as those ro^ minions ; and yiheti Duumur 
his property, whatever it bej is as secure firom 
oppression, as that of the first minister. And 
-I ovra this congratulation is not the less sincere 
for considering that the instance before us is 
taken from thc^ reign of the. virgin queen, which 
it hath been the Ia8hi<m to cry up above that 
<>fany other of Our pjjnces '. I desire no other . 
Confutation of so strange unthankful a prefer 
>ence> than the sight of this vast castle, to- 
gether with the recollection of those means by 
which its master airived at his enormous great-* 
ness, ^ 

Your indignadoh then, repKed Dr. Akbuth-' 
ifOT, is not «o' much of the< ijaoral, as jtoliticat 
kind ^. But is not the conchi^*^ ^ Uttle too 

I The ftctiDUB use, that was afterwards nude of thk 
humour of magni^in^Ihe character of.Ei.i2ABKTB, may 
be seen in the Crafitman and Remarkt on the Hittojy of 
England. 

k What the polUiaU character of Mr. Aonisow was, 
toay be seen trota his Whig-examiner. ThJa amiable maA 
was keen eod even caustic on sulgects, where his yarty^, 
that is, cioU Hberty, was concerned. Nor let it be any 
objectioa to the character I make him Bustain in this '. 
Didogue, that he treats Elizabeth's government with 
respect in the Freeholder. He had thm the people to 
cajole, who were taught to reverence her memoir. H* ^> 
here, addresdng himself, in private, to his fiienda. 

VOL. III., H 
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XHAiMoe hasty, wfaeii» from the tuBtanoe of oftaofeF* 
grcMra ftronrite, yon infer the general i^ltcity 
of the tiiD6, in which he flourished ? I am not, 
J annre yo^/ one of those Qnthankfal tuen who 
fotgtt the blenings they crj^oy under a princa 
of more jnitice and moUeration tlian queen 
Elizabsth, and under a betterconstitution of 
^vemment than ptevaited. in the days of oar 
fOTeiathers, Yet, setting aside some particular 
dishonours of that reign (of which, let tha 
tyranny of Leicester^ if you will^ be one), I 
see not but the acknowledged virtues of that 
princess, and the wisdom of her government^ 
may be a pt'oper foundation for all the honours 
t^t posterity hate ever paid to h^. 

Were I even disposed to agree with you, re- 
turned Mr. Addison, I should not have the 
less reason for triumj^ng, «s I do, on th* 
preseht state of our government. For, if such 
abuses could cree|) in, and be suffered for bo 
many yearsunder so great a jvincess, what was 
there. not to fear (as what, indeed, did not the 
subject actually feel) under some of her suc- 
cessors ? But, to itpeak my mind frankly, I 
see no sufficient grounds for the excessive pre- 
judice, that hath somehow taken place,, in la- 
vour of the GOLDEN REIGN, as it is called, OF 
EuzABBTnc. I find nether Um wiwlom, n«r 
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^e viituQ in it, that can entitia it to t pi<^r< ^^^fp* 
ence before all other ages. 

Ob the eontitty^ said Pr. ABBtiTHNor, I 
Qever contemplata the monumentBof that time, 
without a ulent adtqiration of the virbies th^ 
adorned it. Ueroei and sages crowd in upon 
my memoty. Nay, the Veiy people were of a 
c^racter above what we are acquainted with in 
our days. I could almost fuaay, the soil itself 
ITOW another free, and, as yoa poets imagine 
on somo occasions, that our ancestors lived 
under a brighter lun and hap|Her climate than 
we can boast cJ. 

To be sure! saidMr. Addison^ smiling.: or, 
why not affirm, in the proper language of ro- 
mance, that the women of those days were all 
chaste, and the men valiant ? But cannot you 
suspect at least that there is some enchantment 
in the case, and that your love of antiquity 
may possibly operate in more instances than 
those of your favourite Greeks and Romans ? 
Tell me honestly, pursued he, hadi not thit 
distance of a century and a half a little imposed 
upon you ? Do net these broken towers, which 
moved ycm just now to to companionate a la* 
mentation over them, dispose you to a grettcr 
M 3 



,i,:.ci;, Google 



1,80 ON THE ACE ? 

DiuAwi feAdnesa for the times in which they arose, than 

can fee fiiirly justified ?^ 

I will not deny, returned Dr. Arbuthnot, 
but we are often very generous to the paEttimes, 
an<} unjust, enou^ to the' present. But I think 
there is little of this illusion in the case before 
Us. And, since you call my attention to these 
noble ruins, let me own to you, that they do 
mdeed excite in me a veneration for the times 
of which they present so atriking-a memorial. 
But , surely not widiout reason. For there is 
scarce an object in view, that doth not revive 
the memory of some distinguishing character 
of that age, which may justiiy such vene- 
ration. 

~ Alas! interrupted Mr. Addisok, and what 
ban these objects call to mind but the memory 
of barbarous manners and a despotic govern- 
tnent ? 

For the government, replied Dr. Arbuth- 
NOT, I do not well conceive how any conclusion 
about that can be drawn from this labriq. The 
MANNERS JFwas thinking of; and I see them 
strongly expressed in many parts of it. But 
whether barbarous or not, I could almost take 
upon me to dispute with you. And why, in- 
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deed, since you allowed yourself to' declaim od VtaomB 
the vices, so apparent, as yew suppose, in this 
monument of antiquity, may not I .have leave 
to conuder it in another point of view, and 
present to you the virtues which, . to my eye at 
least, are iull as discernible ? 

. YouxJannot, continued he, turn ybur eyes on 
any part< of theseruins, without encountering 
some memorial of the virtue, industry, or in- 
genuity, of our ancestors. 

Look there, said he, on that fine room 
(pointing to the hall, that lay just beneath 
them) ; and tell me if you can help respecting 
tiie HOSPITALITY which so much distinguished 
the palaces of the great in those simpler ages. 
You gave an invidious turn to this circumstance 
>vhen you chose to consider it only in the light 
<^. wasteful expence and prodigality. But no 
virtue is privil^;ed fi*om an ill name. And, on 
second thoughts, I persuade myself, it will ap- 
pear you have injured this, by so uncandid an 
appellation. Can it deserve this censure, that 
the lord oi this princely castle threw open his 
doors and spread his table for the reception of 
his friends, his followers, and even for the 
royal entertainment of his sovereign f Is any 
expence more proper than that which tends to 
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pixit^ cMt^tlikte* fH&ndbhijfA, Spread the.mterestk ef 
sDciefy, atui iMt mankind tc^ther by a gene- 
rous cottimuttkatton io these adranti^efl of 
«etdth and fbrtHM ? Hie «rt» of a itAued se- 
questered toxitt-y wett tbeu unknvwn. The 
same bell, that called the great s^ to hii 
table, invited the neighbourhood all around, 
Had inwelaimed a heliiby td die vtrah coun- 
Uy". Who dots Bttt fed ** imoqnm, 
GMd undentabd die' beoeiSts of tlah tnagnifl* 
cence? The pre-eminMice <af rank atod fortom 
was nobly sust^ned : the subordination of sO' 
cSely preserved ; and yet the eflvy, tbst is so 
Sift to attend thfc great, happily avo^d. Httoce 

,. 1 haaaa atpraian thisueb cf tbe Tabla prettily-^ 
«IAIA£ MESITHN TPAIIEZAN, "Efvlit, C. «r. 

m ^wides ttua »oit of ho^itality, there was (mother still 
more noble and disinterested, which distinguished the 
eariy times, especially the pui'er'ages of chi^all^. ft irtti 
customaryj it saems, iin- the great lords to 'fix up nniiB!r« 
<on tbe roo6 and battlemeiiu <tf thdr cuttes m ^^sigui-vt 
luMpUidity to- aB advbatwers «nd noUe {B^BBagen. 
" Adoocques etoit une eoustume «it la Grant Bretagne 
(says the author of the old romance, called Pebcbforbst^ 
et fut tant que chants regna illecque, tousgendls hoimnt^ 
et nobles dames fiusoient mettre ao plus haijt de leur 
liostel ung heaulme, en sick* que tow geutib bommeB at 
gentilks femmea tre^ass^ns las cbemin«, eatiassent har- 
dyememt en leur hostel comme eo leur propre ; car leurs 
biens estoient davantage h. tQus nobles hommes et fe[Dipe% 
^respaasana le royaulme," Vol Ui. fcl-^CO. 
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flie weight and i»fl|i»BW« <*f the *W no^lfty, iluj^<v. 
who fBDgagtid <he Iwp, a^ w«U ^3 p^^wnanda^ 
die vxneftatioii* of ^ ppop^le. p^ the (v^iD 
fetme, jwuvl ia^pstry ^uri^hed : pnv^iujuiiy 
Mas .diaocHmged : »^d in hpth w«ys ithat fr^r 
gad nn^iiiaitjr ^ life, oi^ comics ff!i9^'^M 

meted. 

. Ifc ^vould jspoi^ ymu pan^i^c, I dpubit, ^^ 
Afr< 4i>^i80N, tp obseire the factipji? use, that 
jHaa, loade of t^U magaxSic&Ke, fiocl th^ tcQdencjr 
it had to uq^rt the pride and insoknce of the 
c^ nobility. The interest fif the jgi«at» I fim 
afraid, was but another noQie for the ^a.very g^ 
-the pfople ■. 

n This u not said witliont authority : " Give me 'leave, 
" Aays one, to hold this paradox, that tlie Gi^liBh ««• 
" never more idle, never more igoontnt ia manual uV, 
" tiffrex more fiu:tioiu in following tlie parties of princea 
'"-«■ their butiUpnJi, never mote ba^e (4s 1 m^ s^y) tren- 
" qher «lav«B, thw ia that age, wherran great men kept 
" open hawses for all corners and goers : and that in our 
" age, wherein we have better learned ead man to Kye of 

. " his own, and great men keep not such ti-oop^i of idte 
" servants, not only the Engiish are become vo-y iodus- 

' " triou^ and skiUil Jn manual JttMta, jtwt .s)ip the tyrgon; 
"ef lords and geotenep is ^tfidiWlMrebyttkey nourished 
" inivate dissensions and civil wars, with the d^ttrucU^n 
" of the comnum -peofde." FxHwMearsoji'f jt^afrary, 
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' DiAi^GiM I see it. Dr. Arbuthnot s^d, id a difltrent 
light ; and so did our princes themselves, who 
could not but be well acquainted with the pro- 
per efieets of that interest. They considered 
the weight of the nobility, as a counterpoise to 
their own sovereignty. It was on this account 
th^ had used all means to lessen their influ- 
ence. But the consequence was beside thar 
expectation. The authority of the crown fell 
with it : and, which was still less expected by 
political men, the liberty of the people, after 
it had wantoned Jor a time, sunk under the ge- 
neral oppression. It was then discovered, bat 
a little of the latest, that public freedom throve 
beat, when it wound itself about the stock of 
the ancient nobility. In tru^, it was the de- 
^t, not the excess, of patrician influence, that 
.made way (or the miseries of the next cea- 
tury. 

You see then it is. not without cause that I 
lay a stress, even in a political view, on this 

popular hospitality of the great in the former 
ages". 

o Dr. AsBUTRKOT, too, has his anthoritj. A femoua 
politiciaii of the last centuiy expreaseth himself to mudt 
ti>e same purpose, after his roaaner : " Hencefiiitb, says 
he, [that is, after the statutes against retaiueis in Hbk. 
yil's. reign] the cotu^ lives, and great t<Altr of the oo^ 
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But, lest you think I sit too long at the ^^^ 
table, let us go on to the xiLxrARD, which lies 
just before us ; that school of fortitude and ho- 
nour to our generous forefathers. A younger 
fancy, than mine, would be apt to kindle at_ 
the sight. And our sprightlier friend here, 1 
dare say^ has already taken fire at the remem- 
brance of the gallant exercises, which were ce- 
lebrated in that quarter. 

Mr. DieBy owned, he had a secret venera<- 
tion for the manly games of that time, which 
■fae had seen so triumphantly set forth in the 
«ld poets ^nd romancers. 

Right, said Mr. Addison ; it is precisely In 
that circumstance that the enchantment con- 
sists. ' Some of our best wits have taken a deal 
of idle pains to ennoble a very barbarous 
entertainment, and recommend it to us,under 
the "specious name of gallantry and honour. 
Hut Mr. DlCBY sees through the cheat. Not 

Inlity, wMch no loogw nourished veins that would bleed 
for them, vera fruitiest and loathsome till the}- changed' 
the lur, and of princes became courtier*; where their re- 
venues, never to bftve been exhausted by beef and mtitt<n, 
were found narrow; whence followed raciiin^ of i-ents, 
and, at length, sale of lands." Sir James Harrihoxom'a 
OcB^KA, p. 40. Land. 1666. 



rol.:.cl:, Google 



i$6 ON TOE AGE ' 

VutoavK that I doubt, eontimied he, but the Dpetor, 
nbwhe is in the vein of pan^yric, will lay a 
mighty stress on these barbarities ; and perhaps 
compare them with the ex^cises in die Romait 
Circus, or the Ofo^jj*tf'Barriers. 

'And why not ? interrupted Dr. Arbuthnot. 
The tendency of all tliree was the same ; to in- 
vigorate the faculties both of mind and body ; 
to give strength, grace, and dexterity, to the 
limbs ; and fire the mind with a genenms 
emulation of the manly and martial virtues. 

Why truly, said Mr. Addison, I shall not 
deny that all tkree^ as you observe, were much 
of the same merit. And, now your hand is in- 
fer this sort of encomium, -do not foi^et to ce- 
lebrate the sublime taste of our forefathers for 
bear-haitingP, as well as tilting ; and tell us 

P True it ,is, that tlua divertiaement of bear-haiting was 
not akogether unknown in the sge of Elizabeth, and., 
as it seemetb, not muchmiiUked of master STOwhim- 
fldf, iiAtD hath Teiy gmpUdall; deacnbed it. Heiaspeak- 
ing of the Daniak oabanador'a leceptiou and entortain- 
nent at. Orsemcieib m:1566,. *' As the better tort, st^h 
lie,.)ttdithieir coDTenieot diapotts, so were not the ondi- 
nai7|aX)[dee»diided.'£roin}CODqwte)U pUanire. For, upon 
' a green, veiy spacious and large, where thousands might 
' stand and beheld nith good centcatmeiit, tbeir a^&x- 
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too, \mvr ^drioust^ the mob of tbose days, u 
w^ as di^ir betters, vsed to betabour one 
another. 

- I coiifass, said Dr. Arscthnot, the softaesf 
of our manners mrites it difficalt to ^leak -ea 
this subject without incurnng the ridicule, y«i 
appear so willing to employ against me. But 
you'iniist not think to discredit these gy'mtiaa- 
tics by a little raillery, which has its fonnda- 
tion only in modem prejudica. For it is no 

BAITING and bull-lmting (lempei'ed with other merry 
disports) were exhibited i whereat it cannot be spoken cf 
what [fleasure the pec^Je took. 

For it was a sport alone, of these beasts, . contintwth 
the historian, to see the bear with his pink-eyes leering 
aStts hie «Beniies ; the nimbleoeai and wait of the da^ to 
take his advantage ;. and the force and experience of the 
bear again to avoid the assaults } if he were bitten in one 
place, how he would pincli in anotlier to get free ; and If 
he were once taken, then what shift with bJtinf^, clawing, 
roBnng.tv^ging, graspmg.tunihlinp, and msting, he would 
mwk to wind hima^ away ) and, when he wallogw, :ta 
shake his ears with the Uvod Bod alav^ about his phis. 
Domy, was a pittance of good reUef. The like pastima 
also of tfaeimH, — And ndw the day being f^r spept, and 
the aun in Ms decUaatioD, the embMndor withdrew to 
Ims lodgit^ ^:bu!ge to -Ciobst's place i \tiitm, nadoubt, 
THIS day'j solbhnitx was thovobt vrps ASO TAMiXO 
CF."— p. 1M% 
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i***lfj9in secret that the gravest and politest men of an- 
tiquity were of my mind. You will hardly 
suspect Plato of incivility, either in his notions 
or manners. And need I remind yOu how much 
'he insists on tiie gymnastic discipline ;, without 
which he could not have formed, or at least 
have supported, his Republic ? 

It was upon this principle, I suf^ose then, 
. said Mr. Digby, or perhaps in imitation of his 
GrcBcian master, that our Milton laid so great 
a stress on this discipline in his tractate of 
EDUCATION. And before him, in the very time 
you speak of, Ascuam, I. observe, took no 
small pains to much the same purpose in his 

TOXOPHILVS. 

It is very clear, resumed Dr. Arbuthkot, 
from these instances, and many more that 
might be given, that the ancients were not sin- 
gulai* in their notions on this subject. But, 
sinceyou have drawn rae into a grave deieiice 
of these exercises, let me further own to you 
that I think the Gothic nits and Tournaments 
exceeded, both in use and elegance, even the 
GrtBcian gymnastics ■». They were a more 
direct image of war, than any of the games at 

1 See the Anardiarm of Lvcun. 
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Olymjna. And i^Xemphon could be so lavish Di*wgo« 
in his praises on the Persian practice of hunt- 
ing, because it had som^ resemblance to ^e 
exercise of arms, what would he not have said 
of an inetitatjon, which has all the forms of a 
real combat ? ' 

But there was an elegants, too, in the 
conduct of the tournament, that might recon- 
cile it even to modern delicacy. For, besides 
the splendor of the shew ; the dexterity, with 
which rtiese exercises were performed ; and the 
fancy, that appeared in their accoutrement, 
dresses, and devices ; the whole contest was " 
ennobled with an air of gallantry, that must 
have had a great effect in refining the manners 
of the combatants. - And yet this gallantry had 
no ill influence on morals ; for, as you insulted 
me just now^ it was the odd humour of those 
days for the women to pride themselv^ in their 
chastity ', as well as the men in their valour. 

' If the reader be complaisant enoi^h to admit the 
feet, it mvj be accounted for, on the ideas of chivalry, 
in the folloning manner. The knight forfeited all pre- 
tenuons to the favour of the ladies, if he failed, in any 
degree, in the point of valour. And, reciprocally, the 
daim wbkh the ladiee had to protection and courtesy 
&am the txia of knights, was founded singly in the repu- 
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Dwi*cM irt gi^rt, I consider tbe Toumay, M tht 
best school of civility as well as heroitm. 
" High-erected thoughts, seated in a heart of 
courtesy/' as an old writer* well expresses itj 
was the proper character of such as had been 
trained, in this discipline. 

No wonder then, pursued he, the poets and 
tomance-writers took so much pains to immor- 
talize these trials of manhood. It was but 
what Pindar and Homer himself, those an- 
cient masters of romance, had done before 
them. And how could it be otherwise? The 
shew itself, as I said, had something very taking 
in it; whilst every graceful attitude of person, 
with every generous movement of the mind, 
afforded the finest -materials for deflci;iptioD. 

tation of chastify, which vna the female poiikt of honowr. 
" Ce droit que lea dames avoient sur la chevalerie (says 
M. DE LA CuHNB DK Ste Palate) devott ^tre conditiooel; 
il supposoit que leur conduite et leiir reputation ne les 
rendoient point indignes de lespece d'assodatioc qui les 
unissoit iL cet ordre uniquement fond£ sur I'honneur. 

Par ceUe voye (says an old French writer, the chevalier 
OB LA Tovx, about the )-ear 1371) les bonnes se cndgnoi' 
ent et se tendent plus fermes de Cure chose dont eHes 
peuasent perdre leur honneur et leur etitt. Si vouldrot/e 
que etUi tetnpsfiat receTut, car je -pout qu'U n'en ktoU pia 
taitt de blannies conune Uest i present. 

■ Sir Philip Sydney. 
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And I am even readjr to belifeve, that what We D**J2«»« 
bear cMisuFed in their writings, as false, incre^ 
dible, and fantastic, was frequently but a just 
«opy of life, and that there was more of truth 
atid reality^ in their representations, than we 
are apt to imagine. Tlieir notions of honour 
and gallantry weie carried to an elevation % 

t What b hiBted, here, uf the reoUfy of these reprC' 
lentiitioiis, hath beeB lately shewn at large Id a learned 
memoir on this nibject, which the reader wilt find in the 
%x^^ Tom. of Hist, de l'Acad. dbs iKscsiPTioMt ev 
Belles Lbttbbs. 

B This repreKDtatioB (^ things - in the ages of chival^ 
agrees with what we are told by the autiior of th« memoir 
jiut qtioted ; " Lei premli^rea le^ns," (says he, spealung 
of the manner io which the youth rtfere educated in the 
houses of the Great, tvhich were pif^erly the schools rf 
those times) " qu'oa leur donn^, r^iardoicst princi' 
fulranent ramotir de Dieu, «t dfa dama, c'eat-K-dire, la 
feligion, £t la gatanterie. Hais auCant la devotion qu'oa 
leur iospiruit (XcAt accompagofe de puerilk^ et de super* 
ttitions, BUtaat TaHtour des dames, qu'on leur recomman' 
doit, £toit it rempli de raffineuent et deTXHATisM*. 
II wmble <])i'on ne pouvoit, dans ces alleles ignoratis et 
groMiers, pr^Denter aux honunes )a Religion sous une 
ferme assez materielle pour la mettre 4 leur port& ; i^ 
leur donner, en m^me terns, une id& de I'amour asseE 
pure, assez metaphysiquc, pour prevenir lea desordree et 
les exd^, dont etoit capaUe. une nation qui coaserroit 
par-tout le caraclere impetueiDt qu'elle moatroit h la 
guerre." Tom. xx, p. 600. 

One sees then the origin of that furloua gallantly which 
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nhidi,' in these d^nerate days, hurts tfae 
eredit of their story; just as I have met with 
men that have doubted whether the virtues of 
the Reguli< and the Scipios of ancient feme 
were not the offipritig of pure fancy. 

Iltiu thraugh the old roita&DCes. And; so long as the re 
fitement and fanatichim, which the writer speaks of, were 
kept in full vigour by the foi'ce of institution and the 
foshion fif the times, the morals of these enamoured 
knights mighti for any thing I know, be as pure as their 
mpolo^t represents them. At tbe-same lime it must be 
confessed that thb discijdine was of a nature very likely to 
relax itself under ilnother state (tf things, aad cerbinly to 
be misconstrued by those who should come to lode fipon 
these pictures of a refined and spiritual pauum, as incredible 
and fiuitastic. And hence, no doubt, we are to account 
. fbr that censure which ^ £uitous writer, and one of the 
ornaments of Elizabeth's own age, passeth on theohl 
books of chivalry. Hb expression is downiigfat, and som^ 
what coatee. " In our fathera time nothing was read but 
book) of chivalry, wherein a man by reading should be 
led to none other end, but only to matulaughter and bow 
dnje. If any man suppose they were good enough to pass 
Ih^ time withall, he is deceived. For surely vain words 
do work no small thing in tub, igDorant, aod yonng 
mindsi especiaUy if they be given any thing thereunto of 
their own nature." He Uds, like a good Protestant, 
" lliese books, as I have beard say, were made tfae most 
part in abbayes and monanteries ; a. very likely and fit fruit 
of such an idle and blind kind aS Jiviog." Prxf. to As- 
■ Cham's Toxophilus, 1571- 

I thought it but just to set down this oensure of Mr. 
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Nay now. Dr. Arbuthnot, said Mr. Addi- Dwi^ooi 
80N, you grow quite extravagant. What you, 
who are used to be so quick at espying all 
abuses in science, and defects in good taste, 
turn advocate for these fopperies ! Mr. Digby 
and I shall begin to think yo»i banter us, in 
this apology for the ancient gymnastics, and 
are only preparing a chapter for the facetious 
memoirs *, you sometimes promise us. 

Never more in-earnest, I assure you, replied 
the Doctor. I know what you have to object 
to these pictures of Hfe and manners. But, if 
they will not bear examining as copies, they 
may deserve to be imitated as models. And 
their use, methinks, might atone for some de- 
fects in the article of probability. 

AscKAU over-against the candid represeDtatian of the 
French memorialist. — However, what is said of the influ- 
ence, which this ancient institution had on the character 
of hiscountrymeUiisBOt to bedispubed. "Lesprec^tes .' 
d'amour repandoient dana le commerce dea dames ces con- 
siderationa et ces egards Fe»pectueiix, qui, n'ayant jamais 
^t^ eSa.c63 de I'esprit des Francois, ont toujouis fait un des 
caraclferes distinctiCi de n6tre nation." 

* Of SCRiBLERus. See the vithchapterof thartearned 
work. On the ancknt Gymnastka. 

VOL. III. y 
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"*ML°" ^""^ "^ ^^' ' "*'"^'^'" ^^^ legends of an- 
cient chivalry in a very serious light. 

As niches, fiU'd with statues to invite 
Young valours forth—" 

as Ben Jonson, a valorous hardy poet, and 
Who, himself, would have made a good 
knight-errant, justly says of them. For, it is 
certain, they had this effect. The youth, in 
general, were fired wiA the love of martial ex- 
ncises. They were early formed to habits of 
firtigue and enterprise. And, together with 
this warlike spirit, the profession of chivalry 
was fovourable to every other }«r;tue. A&- 
bility, cpurteu^, generosity, veracity, these 
were the qualifications most pretended to by 
the men of arms, in the days of pure and un- 
corrupted chivaliy. We do not perhaps, our- 
selves, know, at this distance of time, how 
much we are indebted to the force of this sin- 
^lar institution. But this I may presume to 
aay, Uiat the me^, antong whom it arose and 
flourished most, had prodigious obligations to 
it. No policy, even of an ancient legislator, 
could have contrived a better expedient to cul- 
tivate the manners and t»me the spirits of a 

* MASavBt. p. 181. Whaiiy'i editMa. . 
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Jnide and ignorant pet^le. I could aloiost ^^"f^f''^ 
fancy it providentially introduced among the 
hotthem nations, to break the fierceness of 
their natures> and prevent that brutal savage- 
txib and f«i^i^ of character, which must 
tJtherwiae haf e grown upon them in the darkct 
ages. 

Nay, the generous sentSmenta, it Inspired, 
perhaps contributed very much to awaken an 
emulation of a different kind i and to bring on 
those days of light and knowledge which have 
disposed US) somewhat unthankfully, to Tilify 
and defame it. This is certain, that the fint 
essays of wit and poetiy, those harbingers of 
returning day to every species of good letters, 
were made in the bosom of chivalry, end amidst 
the- assemblies of noble dames, and courteous 
knights. And we njay even observe, that the ' 
best of our modem princes, such as have beipn 
most admired for tiieir personal virtues, and 
have been most concerned in restoring all the 
arts of civility and politeness, have been passion- 
ately addicted to the feats, of ancient prowess. 
In die number of thfse, need I remind you pf 
the courts of Francis I, and Henbt IV, to say 
nothing of our own Edwards and Henrys, 
and that mirrour of all their virtues in pne, 

KiJi 
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DiiLMJOB our renowned and almost romantic Eliza- 
beth y? 

But you think I push the argument too far. 
And less than this may dispose you to conceive 
with reverence of the scene before ue, which 

7 This romantic spirit of the Queen may be seen as well 
in ber amour*, as. military atchievements. " Ambiri, eol; 
ob formam, et amobibus, etiam inclinat& jam aetate, vi- 
deri voluit ; de i'abuiosis iKBt;Lis per illam relEb^ioneAi 
miovat& quasi menaoiift in quibus BftDiTBS ac itebmui 
HOMINES BKBABArfT, et AHOBEE, feditate ODUii prohibits, 
-generosfe per TiBTUTBM exercebant." 

Thuasji HisL torn. ri. p. 172. 

The observation of the great historian Is confirmed by 
FsAMcis OsBOBNE, Esq. who, speaking of a cDntri*aiice 
of the CecUinn party to ruin th« earl of EtSBZ, by givii^ 
him a rival in the good graces of the queen, observes — 
" But the whole result concluding in a duel, did rather in- 
flame than abate the former account she made of bun : 
the opinion of a champion being more spleni^ (in the 
weak and romantic sense of n-omen, that admit of nothing 
fit to be made the object of a quarrel butthemselTes) and 
&r above that of a capt^n or general. So as Sir Edmund 
Caky, brother to the Lord Humsdoh, then chamberlain 
and neai kinsman to the Queen, ttrfd me, that though she 
chid them both, nothing pleased her better than a conceit 
she badr that her beauty was the subject of this qoamj, 
when, God knows, it grew from the stock of honour, of 
which then they were very tender."^MEM.'orQ. Eliza- 
beth, p. 456. 

But nothing shews the romantic disposition of the 
.QueeUf and indeed of her times, more evidently than the 
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must ever be regarded as a nursery of, brave diumhii 
men, « very seed-plot of warriors and heroes. 
I copsider the successes at the barriers as pre- 
ludes to future conquests in the field. And> as 
whimsical a figure as a young tilter may make 
in your eye, who will say that the virtue was • 
not formed here, that triumphed ^t Axell, and 
^led at ZuTPHEif P 

We shall very readily, replied Mr. Addison, 
acknowledge the bravery and other virtues of 
the young hero, whose fortunes you hint at. 



TSivHFH, as it was called ; dexlsed and perJbrroed witU 
^e^ solemnity, in honoor of the French commisaioaers in 
1581. The Contrivance was for fbuv of ber prindpal 
courtiers, under the fuaint appellation of " four foster- 
children of dgsihs," to besiege and cacr)', by dint of arms, 
" THE FORTRESS OF Beaitty ;" intending, by this courtly 
lenigma, nothing leas than the queen's majesty's own per- 
son. ^-^The actors in this fiunous triumph ^verc, theEarl 
ofABDWDBL, theLord-WiNDSox, Mast^ Philip SiDitBr, 
and Master Fulk Grbvil." And the whole was con- 
ducted so entirely In the spirit and language of knight er- 
rantry, that ootliing in the Arcadia itself is more roman- 
tic. See tiie accouftt at large in Stow's continuation of 
Bolinsubd's ChronicleB, p. 1316 — 1321. 

To see tlie drift and propriety of this triumph, it is to 
be observed that the business which brought the French 
commissioners into Ettgland was, the great affair of the 
queen's marriage with the duke of Alan^ on. 
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PtakMV* . Ue wtoii- ift tmthi to speak the language df that 
time, the very flower of ki^ighthood, and ctth- 
tributed more than any body else, by his pen, 
as well as sword, to throw a lustre on the pro-- 
fesstbti oT chivalry. But i!he thing itself, how- 
ever adorned-by his wit and recommehded by 
his planners, was batl^arous ; the ofispnpg of 
Gothic fierceness ; and shews the times, which 
iavoured it so much, to have scarcely emei^ed 
, (rom their original rudeness and brotali^. 
You may celebrate, as loudly as you please, 
the deeds of these wonder-working knights, 
Alas, what affinity have such prodi^es to our 
life and manners ? The old poet, you quoted 
just now with approbation, shall tell us the 
difference: 

"These were bold stories of our Arthur's age: 
But here are other acts, another stage 
And scene E^pesrs; tt;is not since as thenj 
No giant8> dwarb, or moiuteri here, but men 1, 

Or, if you want a higher authority, we should 
not, methinks, on such an occasion, forget the 
admirable CeAvantes, whose ridicule hath 
. brought eternal' dishonour on the profession of 
Icq^htrerrantry, : 

"'Speeches at I^iace Heh&t's harriers. 
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With your leave, intemiptBd Dr. ArbuiH' tMtuMwt 
HOT, I have reawn to excqit a^nst both your 
authorities. At best, thsy do hut c<»idemn the 
abuses of chivalry, waA Uie madnen <^ coa- 
tinuing the c^d romantic tpirit in times what, 
hem a change of manners and policy, it was 
910 longer iQ season. Adventures, 5ve will say, 
wsi<e of course to cease, when giants and mon* 
eters disaj^Mared. And yet haw they totally 
diiappeaicd, and ban giants and nonit^ 
been no where heaixl of out of the castles am} 
forests of our old romanoers? lis odds, me- 
thinks, but, in the sense of Euza»eth*s good 
subjects, {"HiLir 11^ might be a ^nt at kast: 
.and, without a little of this adventurous ^irt^ 
it may be a question whether all her enchan- 
ters, I mean her Burleic^s aqd Walsikghaus, 
would have proved a match foir hiiji. | men- 
lion this the rathw to riiew you, how little 
ligation his countiymm have to your C];r^ 
VjUitBS for laughing away the remains of th«t 
prowess, which was the best support of the 
Spattish motaarcby. 

As if, said Mr. Addisom, jtbe prowess oi 
any people were only to be kept alive by dieir 
running mad. Butlet thepaBe(tfthei>^pattMri2f 
be what it will, purely we, of this oouotry, 
have little obligation to the spirit of chindry, if 
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a4M«u». it w«e only that it produced, or encouraged 
at least, and bath now entailed npoa us, the 
curse of duelling ; which even 3^ domineers in 
the feshionable world, in spite of all that wit, 
and reason, and reUgion itself, have done to 
subdue it. Tis true, at present this law of 
arms . is af^ealed to only in the case of some 
, high point of nice and mysterious htMiour. 

- But in the happier days you celebrate, it waa 
called in aid, on common occasions. . Even 
questions of right and property, you knpW, 
were deterinined at the barriers*; and brute 
force waa allowed the' most equitable, as. welt 

' as shortest, way of. deciding ^U disputes both 
concOTiing a man's estate and honour. 

■ You might observe too, interposed Dr, Ar- 
BUTHNOT, that this was the way in which those 
fiercer disputes concerning a mistress, or a 
kingdom, were frequently decided. And, if 
this sort of decision, in such cases, were still 

» There was an instance of Ihia Icind, and perhaps the 
latest upon record in our^history, in the l$th year of the 
queen, when " a combat nas apptunted to have been 
fought far a certain manor, and demain lands belonging 
thereto, in Kent." The matter was compromified in the 
end. But not till after the usual forma had been observed, 
by the two parties : of which we have a curious and cir- 
ctUDStantial detail in Hoimhett Chronicles, p. 1SS5. 
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iniise among ChristiBii prmces, yoiimight call Duijoow . 
it perhaps a barbarous castom : but would it 
be ever the worse, do you think, for thtirgood 
subjects ? " 

Perhaps it would not, returned Mr. Addi- 
son, in some instances. And yet will you af- 
firm, that those good subjects were in any ai- 
viable situation, under their fighting maBters? 
After all, allowing you to put the best con- 
struction you can on these ueages ^f our fiare^ 
lathers, 

" all we find 
Is, that they did their, work and dinM*? 

And though such feats miy ai^e a souhd ath- 
letic constitution, you must excuse me, if I am 
hot forward to entertain any high notions of 
flieir Civility, 

Th«r civility," said Dr. AtiBOTHNOT, is ano- 
ther consideration. The hall and tilt-yard 
are certainly good proofs of what tliey ate al- 
leged for, the hospitality and l>ravery of our 
ancestors. But it hath not been maintained, 
that these were their only virtues. On the 
contrary, it seems- to me, that every flower of 
humanity, every elegance of art and genius. 
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i^**^?" wu cuUivated antonget them. For an instance* 

need we look any jurther than the lake, which 

in the flourishing times of this castl^'waa so 

, femousj and which we eyw now trace in tbr 

winding bed of that flne jaeadow? 

I do not iind«-»t^d you, replied Mr. Ap> 
taatm. I can easily imagine what an embel- 
liihmrat th»t lake must have beei» to the partle; 
but am rt a lo^ to c^mceive what •flojrere. of 
wH snd ingenuity, to use your own ^nigmatbr 
calboguage, could be raised or so much at 
watered by it, . 

And' have you then, returned Dr. Arbutv- 
t4iOT, «o soon foi^tten the Ifuge descriptitKif 
you gave .118 just now, of the shows ami pa- 
geants displayed .on this lake? And can any 
thmg better declare the art, invention, and ior 
genuity, c»f their conductors ? Is not this cana) 
as good a memorial of the.'ardout and success 
with whif^ the finer e^tercises of the mind were 
pursued iq that time, as the tilt-yard, we have 
now left, is trf the address and dexterity .shewn 
in thpse of the body ? , . 

I remember, said Mr. Addisok, that many 
of the shows, intended for the queen's enter- 
^inment at this place, were exhibited on that 
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catia), But as to any art ot beauty of (fon- dialoot* 
trivance-r- 

** You sefr none, I suppose." 

Why truly none, resumed Mr, Addisqh. 
Tb me they seemed but well enough suited to 
the other btfbaritiee of the time, ' ^' The Lac^ 
of the Lake and her train of Nereids," was not 
that th^ principal ? Apd can it pass for any 
tiling better titan a jumble of Ootkic romance 
and pagan iable?' a barbarous modem conceit 
varnished over with a little classical pedantry? 

And is that the best word you can afibrd, . 
piaA Dr. Arbdiunot, to these ingenious de^ 
vices } The business was, to welcome the j^ueen 
to this palace, and at the same time to celebrate 
, the honours of her government. And what 
more decent way of complimenting a great 
Prince, than through the veil of iictibn? or 
what BO elegant vray of entertaining a learned 
prince, as by working up that fiction out of 
the old poeticd story ? And if something of the 
6i>ihic romance adhered to these classical fic- 
tions, it was not for any barbarous pleasure, 
that was taken in this patchwork, -but that the 
Artist found means to incorporate them with 
t;he highest grace and ingenuity. For wha^ 
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was the Lady o 
particular that gives most offence to your deU- 
cacy), but the presiding nymph of the stream, 
on which these sh^ws were presented ? And, if 
the contrivance .was to give us this nymph un- 
der a name that romance had made fiimirtar, 
>vh»t was this but takingadvaiitageof a popur 
lar prejudice to introduce his fiction witli more; 
address and probabi'ity ? - 

But see the propriety of the scene itself, for 
the d^igner's purpose, and the exact decoruo) 
with which these fanciful personages were 
brought in upoii it. It was not enough, that 
the p^an deities w^re summoned to pay their 
homage to the qu^n. They were the deities 
of the fount and ocean, the watery nymphs 
and ^emi-gods: and these were to play their 
part in their own element. Could any prepaT 
Kation be more artful for the ju^iegyric designed 
ofo. the naval glory of that .reign S Or, conl<i 
any representation be more grateful to the 
queea of the ocean, as Elizabeth was then 
called, than such as expressed her sovereign^ 
in those regions ? Hence the sea-green Nerdds, 
the Tritons, and Neptune hiipaelf, were the 
proper actors , in the drama. And the oppor- 
tunity of this spacious lake gave tlie easiest in- 
troduction and most natural appearance to ti^ 
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tvhole scenery. Let me add too, in further Diai^wb 
commendation of the taste which was shewn in 
these agreeable fiincies, that the attributes and 
dresses of the deities themselves were studied 
with care ; and the most learned poets of the 
time employed to make them speak and act in 
character. So that an old Greek or Roman 
might have applauded the contrivance, and 
have almost fancied himself assisting at a re- 
ligious ceremony in his own country. 

And, to shew you that all this propriety was 
intended by the designer himself, and not ima- 
gined at pleasure by his encomiast; I remem- 
ber, that when, some j'ears after, the earl oF ■ 
Hertford had the honour to receive the queen 
at his seat in Hampshire, because he had no ' 
such canal as this in readiness on the occasion, 
he set on a vast number of hands to hoUow a 
bason in his park for that purpose. With so 
great diligence and so exact a decorum were 
these entertainments conductetl ! 

Did not I tell you, interposed Mr. Addison, 
addressing himself to Mr. Digby, to what an' 
extravagance the Doctor's admiration of tlie an- 
cient times would carry him? Could you have 
expected all this harangue on the art, elegance, 
and decorum of the princelv fleasvees of 
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DiAtMDB KxNitLwoltTH'' ? And ttiuit not it divert yod 
to see the unformed genius of that age tricked 
out in the graces of Roman or ev*en Attic pch- 
liteness? , 

Mr. DiGBY acknowledged, it »as Veiy ge-- 
nerouB in the DoUor to represent in so &ir a 
Hght the amusements of the ruder ages. But 
I was thinking, said he, to what cause it CQuld 
possibly be owing, that these pagan fancies had 
acquired so general a consideration in the days 
(^£lizabeth. 

The general passion for these fimcieSf re^ 
turned Dr. Arbuthiaot, was a natural conse^ 
quence of the revival of learning, lite first 
books, that came into vogue, were .the poets. 
And nothing could be more amusing to rude 
minds, just opening to a taste of letters, than 
: the fabulous story of the pagan gods, which is 
constantly 'interwoven in every piece of andent 
poetry. Hence the imitative arts of sculpture^ 
painting, and yoe^ry, were impiediately em- 
' ployed in these pagan CTdiibitions. -But this 
was not tUI. The first artists in every kind 

i> Alluding to a tract, so called, hy Gascoicmei aa at- 
tendant cm the ootut, and poet of that timet wbo hath 
giveii HI a namtive of the entertainments that passed on 
this occaiioa at Kmelworth. 
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were of Italy; and it was but natural for them "'"uj.*'^ 
to set these fables over again on the very Spot 
that had first produced theni< These too were 
the masters to the rest of Europe. So that 
^uhian concurred with the other prejudices <rf 
tiie time, to recommend this practice to the 
leamed; 

From the men of art and literature ^e«i- 
thusiasm spead itself to the great ; whose su- 
preme ddight it was to see the wonders of the 
old poetical story brought forth, and realized, 
as it wece, before them'. And what, in tru^ 

c Hence theo k k th^t & cdefai'ated dnmatic ndter <f 
tluMe day* represeoU the entertaiumeut of masks aii4 
■HOWS, as the. highest indulgence that could be pro- 
vided tar a luxurious imd happj mon&rcfa. His words an 
AeM} 

" Mudeand'poetTT-arc his delist. 
Thncfon 111 have Aotia masqiMs by lu^, 
Sffeet speeches; comedies, and pleasing shows; 
Andia the d,ay, when be shall walk alntiad, 
Lilte Sylvah Nymphi, my pages thall be clad ; 
My men, like Satybs, graziDg on the lawns, ' 
Shan with their goat-feet dance the antic bay : 
Spmetiinei a lovely boyln Dian's shape, 
Tt^th hah, that gilds the water as it glides, 
Crownets of pearls id>out his naked anns, 
Aad in his sportftil hands an olive-tree. 
Shall bAhe him in a spring, and there hard-by 
OneUke Acf^o^, peeping through the £ror^ 
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could they do better ? For, if I were not a 
little afraid of your raillery, I should desire to 
know what courtly amusements even of our 
. tlAie are c6n)|Ktrable to the shows and' masques, 
which were the delight and improvement of 
the court of Elizabeth. I say, the improve- 
ment ; for, besides that these shows were not 
in the number of the inerudit^ voluptatesj 
so justly characterized and condemned by a 
wise ancient, they were even highly useful and 
instructive. These devices, composed out of 
.the poetical history, were not only the vehicles 
of compliment to the great on certain solemn 
occasions, but of the soundest moral lessons, 
which were artfully thrown in, ' and recom- 
mended to them by the charm of poetry and 
numbers. Nay, some of these masques were 
moral dramas in form, where the virtues and 
vices were impersonated. We know the cast 
of their composition by what we see of these 

SWl by the aDgi^ Goddeas be transfonn'd-^ 
Such tbinga as these best please bis M^esty." 

Marlow's Edward 11. 
And how exactly this dramatist painted the humour of 
the times, we may see ii'oax the entertunmeiit provided, 
not many ye»s after, for tlie reception of King Jambs at 
Mthorp in Northamptomhire ; where this very design of 
Sgkaji Ngmpks, Satyrt, and Action, waa executed in a 
maique by B. Jonson. 
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fictions in the next reign ; and have reason to Duuwm 
Concrife of them With reverence when We find 
the-names of Fletcher and JoNstm ^ to some 
of -them. I say nothing of Jonss and Lawxs^ 
though alt tlie el^nce of their respective arts 
was called in to assist the poet in the contri"- 
vance and execution of these entertainments. 

And, now the poets have feiUen in my way, 
let . irie fiirther observe, that the manifest sup&- '. 
riority of this class of writers in EuzABSfit's 
^eign, and thai of h^ successor, over all others 
who have succeeded to them, is,' among other 
reasons, to be ascribed to the taste which then 
prevailed for these moral represehtatidns. Iliis 
taught them to animate and impersonate every 
thing, ftude minds, you will say, naturally 
give into this practice. Without doubt But 
art and genius do not disdain to cultivate and 
improve it. Hence it is, that we find in the 
phraseology and mode of thinking of that tim^ 
and of that time only, the ^sence of the truest 
and suhlimest poetry. 

^ Wliom Ills fiieDd Mr. Sildsn chahtcterizetb in thu 

" Omnia carmina docttu 
Et caUtt tayHut fplaamata et biatctriBm;" 

TlT.pPHOH, p.««. 
Vot. III. O 
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ly^itbtut 4«iiW, Mr* AflOiMtX Mid, th^fm* 
try of ihu. tim* ii of » better twt« th^n mviii 
well hsTS be«n s^peoted fr^m its IwrbfirisiP in 
9tti«r instoww. 3^ s^h pMigiev aq $HA|t4- 
wf^9 and Sr^KSHR would do gmt thin^ m 
any age, and uadw every disadvantage* , 

Most <£rtainly they would, returned Dr. Ar- 
BUTHNQT, but not the thin^ th«t you admire 
8Q inuch ID these irptportal writ^ry. A>id> if 
you will excuse the i«t?rmixtHi« of ft Uttle phi- 
losophy w these Tumblinfis, I wiU attempt to 
aficciunt iot it. 

Hieie ia, I think, in the i^vplutjone of taste 
and lapguage, a certain point, which h more 
favourable to th« purppses of poetiy, thaA any 
otbei'. It m^ be diffi<^ to &% this point 
with e^actne^s, But we shall hardly mistake 
in suppoaing it Ue9 somewhere between the nidtt 
essays of uncorrected fepcy^ on the one hand^ 
and the reQpeoients of reason and science, on 
the other. 

And sach appears to bare been the condition 
of our language in the e^ of Elizabeth. It 
was pu^ (tronga 9nd perspicuous, without 
( affectation. At the same tine, the hi^ figu- 
rative manner, which fits a language so pecu- 
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liafiy for the uset of the poet, bad not yet beftt DiAwm 
controlled by the prosaic genius of.[:^lk)9ophy 
and lo^c. Indeed, this cha^Qtet had beeft 
struck to deeply into the English tongtie, that 
it was not to be rumored by any ordindry im* 
provements in either : the reawn of whiob 
might be, the delight which was taken by th9 
EnglUh very early in their old hvstxhigb and 
Moralities ; and the continuance of the lamQ 
Spirit in succeeding times, by means of their 
IMASAUES and triumphs. And something lik^ 
this, I observe, attended the pi-ogFess of tha 
Greehzxx^ Roman poetry; which was the^ntefj 
poetry, on the. clown's maxim in Shakespeare 
because it was the mostjeigning ^. It had its 
rise, you know, like ours, from rehgion : tnd 
pagan religion, of all oUiers, was the properest 
to introduce and encourage a spirit of allegory 
and moral fiction. ' Hence we easily account 
for the allegoric cast of their old dramas, which 
have a great resemblance to our ancient mora- 
lities. Necessity is brought in ag a ptreon ^ 
Me draiM^ in one of ^schtlus's plays ; and 

e iacrificet,^t«!ja PtOTASCH, withuut chertisset and leifh- 
Mtt-OMwic, wt ftow ibKKM: iut for fo^, KMaatfabie 
. md vMeMjMilW, «M Awne ^ n« tuek thing. evrUt ^ 

Se Bud. poet. vol. ). p. 16. 

O 3 
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I*'*«jo(ni DfiATH in one of Euripides : to say nothing of 
many ebadowy persons in the 'comedies of 
Aristophanes. The truth is, the pagan re' 
ligion deified every thing, and delivered these 
deities into the hand of their painters, sculp- 
tors, and p6ets. In tike manner, Chiistian su- 
perstition, or, If you will, modem barbarism, 
impersonated every thing j and these persons, in 
proper fomijsijbsisted for some time on the stage, 
and almost to our days, in the masques. Hence 
the picturesque style of our old poetry ; which 
, looks so fsnciful in Spenser, and which Sha&e- 
speae's genius hath carried to the utmost sub- 
limity. 

I will not deny, s^d Mr. Addison, but 
there may be something in this deduction of 
the causes, by which you account for the 
strength and grandeur of the English poetry, 
unpolished as it still was in the hands of Eli- 
zabeth's great poets. But for the masques 
themselves— 

You forget, I believe, tme, interrupted Dr. 
Arbuthnot, which does your favourite, poet, 
Milton, almost as much honour, as his Pa- 
radise Lost. — But I have no mind to engage in 
a further vindication of these fancies. I only 
conclude that the taste of the age, the state of 
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leiters, the geniqs <rf the English tongue, Dt^oiw. 
was stiph as gave a manliness to their conipo- 
sitions of all sorts, apd even an elegance to 
those of the lighter forms, which we might do 
well to emalate, and pot deride^ in this ^ra of 
politeness. 

But I am affare, as you say, I have been 
transported too far. My design was only to 
bint to you, in opposition to your invective 
against the memory of the old times, awakened 
in us by the s^ht of this castle, that what 
you object to is capable of a much fairer in- 
terpretation. You have a proof of it, ip two 
or three instancy ; in their festivals, th^ir ex- 
ercises, and th^ir poetical fictions : or, to ex-' 
press ipyself in the classical forms, you have 
seep by this view of their convivial, gymma»- 
xic, apd MUSICAL character, th^t the times of 
j^UZABETH may pass for golden, notwith^tand- 
. ing what a fondness for this age of baser metal 
may incline us to represent it, 

In the mean time, these smaUer matters 
have drawn me aside from my main purpose. 
AVbat surprised me most, pursued he, was to 
}iear you speak so siightiy, I would not call it 
by a wprse name, of the government of Eli- 
^ab|:tu. Of tb^ m^nnerf and tastes of difier^ 



I., Google 



tl4 M* *HK A«C 

SuLMns ent agM, dU^nnt persons, ftcrording to thnr 
views of things, will jttdge very (Hflerently, 
But phtn facts Apeak so strongly in fevour of 
the policy of that reign, and the superior tft< 
Jents of the sovereign, that I could not but 
take it for ^e wantonness of opposition in you 
to espouse the contrary opinion. And, now I 
am wanned by this slight Finnish,. I am even 
bold enough to dare you to a-defeftoe of itj if. 
Indeed, you were soious in advancing that 
strange paradox. At leasts I could wish to 
bear upon what grounds you would justify so 
yevere an attack on the reverend admintstratioq 
6f that reign, supported by ihe wisdom of sud) 
men as Cecil and WALSiNCH-iM, under the 
direction of so accomplished a princess as our 
EuzABETH. Your manner of defending even 
the wrong side of the question will, at leut, be 
entertuning. And, I think, I may ansvrer fctr 
our young ftiend, that his curiosity will Iea4 
him to join me in this request to yoii, 

Mr. Addison said. He did not expect to be 
called to so severe an account for what had 
escaped him on this subject. But, though X 
was ever so willing, continued he, to oblige 
you, this is no tinie or place for entering on 
such a controversy. We have not yet com- 
p^cated Ac round of these buildings. And I 
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would fain, Boethrnks, make the circuit of that D'»"a«» 
pleasant meadow. Besides its having be^n 
once, in another form, the scene of those shows 
you described so largely to us, it will deserve 
to be visited for the- sake of tlje many fine views 
which, as we wmd along it, we way promise 
tQ ourselves of these ruins. 

You fo^et my bad legs, said Dr. Abbuth- 
)iOT smihng; otherwise, I suppose, we cai^ 
neither of us have any dislike to your proposfal. 
But, as you please : let us descend from these 
heights. We may resume the conversation, as 
we walk along : and especially, as you propose, 
wheji we get down into that valley, 
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JCjUT do you consider, said Mr. Addison, 
as they descended into the valley, what an in- 
vidious task you are going to impose upon me ? 
One cannot call in question a common opinion 
in any indifferent matter, without the appear- 
ance of some d^ree of perverseness.' But to 
do it in a case of this importance, where the 
great^t authorities stand in the way, and the 
glory of one of our princes is concerned, will, 
J doubt, be liable to the imputation of some- 
thing worse than singularity. For, besides 
that you will be apt to upbraid me, in the 
.Xfordspfthepoet, 
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Nullum memorabile nqmen 
Fceminea in pceua est, nee faabet victoria 
laudem, 

such a liberty of censure is usually t^en for 
an ailment, not of discourtesy or presump- 
tion only, but of ill-nature. At best, the at- 
tempt to arraign the virtues and government oS 
Elizabeth will appear but like the .idleness of 
the old sophists, who, you know, were never 
so welt pleased as when they were controverting 
. some acknowledged fact, or asaa'ulting some 
established character, 

ITiat censure might be just enough, Dr. Ar- 
BUTHNOT said, of the old sophists, who had 
nothing in view but the credit of (heir o^n 
skill in the arts of disputation. But in this 
friendly debate, which means nothing more 
than private amusement, I see no colour for 
such apprehensions. 

But what shall we .say, Interposed Mr. Ad- 
DISQN, to another difficulty? The subject is 
very lai^e ; and it seems no easy matter to re^ 
duce it into any distinct order. Besides, my 
business is not so much to advance any thing 
of my own, as to object to what others have 
advanced coRCernrng the " feme and virtues of 
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Elizabeth. And to this end, I must desire Di*i.oot« 
to know the particulars on which you are dis- 
posed to lay the greatest stress, and indeed to ' 
have some plan of the subject delivered in to 
me, which may serve, as it were, for tlie ground- 
work of the whole con^rsation; 

I must not presume, said Dr. Arbuthnot, 
to prescribe the order in which your attack on 
the great queen shall be conducted. The sub- 
ject, indeed, is large. But this common route 
of history is well known to all of us. To that, 
then, you may well enough refer, without be- 
ing at the trouble, before you go to work, of 
laying foundations. Or, if you will needs have 
a basis to build upon, what if I just run over 
the several circumstances whicli 1 conceive to 
make most for the credit of that reign? A 
sketch of this sort, I suppose, will answer all 
the ends of the plan, you seem to require of 
me. 

Mr. Addison agreed to this proposal ; which 
he thought would be of use to shorten the de- 
bate, or at least to i^ender the progress of it 
more clear and intelligible. 

■, In few words then, resumed Di". Arbuth- 
NOT, the reasons, that have priricipalFy deter- 
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tbuMOK mined me to an admiration of the govemnieirt 
and character of queen Elikabetu, are such ai 
these : " That she came to the crown with alt 
possible diiadvantages ; which yel^ by the pru*- 
dence and vigour of her counsels, «he entirely 
overcame: that she triumphed over the greatest 
foreign and domestic dangers: that she humbled 
tiie most formidable power in Europe by het 
arms; and composed, or'cbeckedat least, by 
the firmness of her administration, two, the 
most implacable and fiery factions at hornet 
thstt she kept down the rebellious spirit of Ire- 
land, and eluded the constant intrigues, of her 
restless neighbours, the Scots .- that she fixed 
our religious establishment on solid grounds i 
and countenanced, or rathu* conducted, the 
IVkestant cause abroad ; that she made her 
civil authority respected by her subjects ; anA 
raised the military glory of , the nation, both by 
sea and land, to the greatest height : that she 
employed the ablest servants, and enacted the 
wisest laws: by all which means it. came to 
pass that she lived in a constant good under- 
standing with her parliaments, was idolized by 
her people, and admired and envied by all the 
rest of the world." . 

Alas, said Mr. Addison, I- shall never be 
able to follow you throu^ all the particulars 
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«>f , tliis mcominm : aiid, to a^ the truth, it Diuoem 
would be to little purpose; since the wisdom * 
of her policy, in all these instances of hn- go- 
Teraoient, can only be estimated from a care- 
fol perusal of the histories of that timei too nu- 
tnerous and contradictory to be compared aqd 
«4Jtisted in this conversation' All I can do, 
continued he, aft^ taking a moment or two to 
ifecoUact himself, is to abate the force of &i» 
pan^yric hy some general observations of the 
ciRcuusTANCEs and GENIUS of that time ; and 
(ben to considw the personal AUAtniss of die 
queen, which are thought to reflect lo great a 
lustre on her government 

As you please. Dr. Arbuthnot replied. 
We shall hardly lose ourselves in this beaten 
field of history. And, besides, as your under- 
taking is BO adventurous, it is but reasonable 
you should have the choice of your own me* 
thod. 

You are in the common i^oion, I p^tKi\^ 
resumed Mr. Addison, that Euzabbth's go* 
vemment was attended with all possible disad- 
vantages. On the contrary, it appears to me 
^at the security and even splendour of her 
reign is chiefly to be accounted for froni the 
fortunate circuhstancbs of her situation. 
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DuiooiM Of thfeBC the FIRST, Aat demuids our notion, 
is the.great ai&ir of religion. 

■ The principles of Protestantism tad now 
for mfiny years been ivorking among the people. 
They had growii to that head in the short reign 
of Edward VI. that the bloody severities of 
his successor served only to exasperate the zeal, 
with which these principles had been embraced 
and promoted. Elizabeth, coming -to the 
crown at this juncture, was determined, as well 
by interest as inplination, to" take the side of 
the new religion. I say by interest, as well as 
inclination. And, I think, I have reason foi* 
the assertion. For thoughr the persons ia 

' power, and the clergy throughout the king- 
dom, were generally professed papists ; yet 
they were most of them such as had conformed 
■ , in king Edward's days, and were not there- 
fore much to be feared for any tie, their ptv 

Jession could really have on their consciences. 
Whereas, on the other hand, it was easy to 
see, from many symptoms, that the general 
b^t of the nation was towards Protestantism; 
and that, too, followed with a spirit, which 
must in the end prevail over all opposition. 
Under these circumstances, then, it was natU' 
ral for the queen, if she had not been otherwise 
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led 1^ her principle, and the interest of her i>iwpavt 
titles to favour the R^rmttion. 

The truth is, she came in^ it bei^lf so 
heartily, and provided so effectually for its 
establishment, that we are not to wonder she 
became the idol of the Reformed, at the 
same time that the papal power through all 
Europe was confederated against her. The 
enthusiasm of her Protestant subjects was pro- 
digious. It was raised by other considerations ; 
but confirmed in all orders of the state by the 
ease th^ felt in their deliverance from the, ty- 
ranny of the church ; and in tbe great espe- 
cially, by the sweets they tasted in their enjoy- 
ment of the church-revenues. It was, in short, 
one of those extraordinary conjunctilres, in 
which die public danger becomes tbe public se- 
curity ; when rehgion and policy, con^icience and 
interest, unite their powers to support the au- 
thority of the prince, and to give fidelity, vi- 
gour, and activity to ^ obedience of the subject. - 

And thus it was, continued he, that so wan4 
and unconquerable a zeal ^peared in defence 
of the queen against all attempts of her' ene- 
mies. Her people were so tlioroughly Protes- - 
tant, as to think no expence of her gpveiiiment 
. too great, provided they could but be secur^ 
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DiAt»&o« ftofn rehpswig into P^ry. And her parlut- 
ments were disposed to wave all disputes about 
the stretch of her prerogative, from a sense of 
their owA and die conmnon danger.' 

In magnifying this adnntai^ of the zeal and 
union of Elizabeth's good subjects, y<» for- 
got, said Dr. Aubuthnot, that two restless and 
inveterate factions were contending, all her life- 
time, within her own kingdom. 

I'&m so Ikr from forgetting that circumstance, 
returned Mr. Addison, that I esteem it anck 
THEK of the great advantages of her situation. 

Tlie CMitrary tendencies of those fections in 
some respects defeated each other. , But the 
principal use jif them was, that, by means of 
their practices, some domestic plot, or foreign 
alarm, was always at hand, to quicken the zeal 
and inflame the loyalty of her people. But to 
be a little more particular about die &ctioiu ot 
her reign. 

The Papist wae, in truth, Uie otdy one sfae 
had reason to be alarmed at. The Puritan 
had but just begun to shew himself, thou^ in- 
deed with that ferocity of air and feature, 
"whidi aignifled clearly enou^ what spirit hft 
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Was of] and what, in good time, he Was likely Ci*i-i>(iUB 
to come to. Yet even he was kept in tolerable 
' humour, by a certain commodioue policy of 
the queen } which was, so to divide her re- 
gards betwixt the Church and the Puritans, as 
made it the interest of both to keep well with 
her. Tis true, these last felt the weight of her 
resentment sometimes, when they ventured too 
saucily to oppose themselves to the establish- 
ment. But this was rarely, and by . halves : 
and, when checked with the most rigour, they 
had the satislaction to see their patrons con-> 
tinue in the highest places at court, and, what 
is more, in the highest d^ree of personal 
favour. 

And what doth all this shew, interrupted 
Tir, Arbuthnot, but that she managed so well 
as to disarm a furious fection, or rather make 
it serve against the bent of its nature, to the , 
wise ends o( her government ? 

As to any wise ends of government, I see 
none, replied Mr. Addison, deserving to be so 
called, that were answered by her uncertain 
conduct towards the Puritans. For she neither 
restrained them with that severity, which might 
perhaps have prevented thetr growth, at first ; 
nor shewed them that entire indulgence^ whi^ 
P 3 
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might have disabled their iury aftemards. It 
is true, this temporizing conduct was well 
enough adapted to prevent diBturbances in her 
own time. But large materials were laid in 
fqr that terrible combustion, which was soon 
to break forth under one of her successors. 

And so, instead of imputing the disasters 
that followed, said Dr. Arbuthnot, to the ill- 
government of the Stuarts, you are willing to 
lay, the whole guilt of them on this last and 
greatest of the Tudors. This is a new way of 
defending that royal house ; and, methinks, 
they owe you no small acknowledgments for it. 
I confess, it never occurred to me to make that 
apolt^ for them. 

Though t would not undertake, said Mr. 
Addison, to make their apolc^ from this, or 
any other, circumstance; I do indeed believe 
that part of the difficulties the house of Stuart 
had to encounter, were brought upon them by 
this wretched policy of their .predecessor. . But, 
waving this consideration, I desire you will 
take notice of what I chiefly insist upon, 
" That the ease and security of Elizabeth's 
administration was even favoured by the tur- 
bulent practices and clashing views of her do- 
mestic fections." l*he Puritan was an instrti- 
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ment, in her hands, of controuling the ehuTch, J""^"* 
and of balancihg the power of her ministers : 
besides that this sort of people were, of all 
Others, the most inveterate against the common 
enemy. And for the- Papists themselves (not 
to insist that, of course, they would be strictly 
watched, and that they were not, perhaps, so 
considerable as to create any immediate dan- 
ger*), the general Bbhorrence both of their prin- 
ciples and designs had the greatest effect in 
uniting more closely, and cementing, as it wer^ 
the affections of the rest of her subjects. So 
that, whether within or without, the commop 
danger, as I expressed it, w^ the common 
eafety, 

Still, said Dr. Arbuthnot, I must think this 
a very extraordinary conclusion. 1 have no 
idea of the security of the great queen, sur- 
rounded, as she was, by her domestic and fo- 
reign cneinies, 

* This will be admitted, if a calculation said to have 
been made by themselves f£ tbar number at tliat time may 
be relied on-r"'niey make reasoning (taixh Sir Edwiit 
'Sanqts ia his Speculum Europte, written in 1699) ^i^ 
tiundred sure catholics in Englatid, with four hundred 
puglUk Roman priests to mmtaiu that militia," F> l^T- 
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Thta^* Her foreign enemies, returned Mr. Addison, 
were less formidable than they appear «t first 
view. And I even make the condition <^ the 
ndghbouring powers on the- Continent, in her 
time, a thied in^aooe of the Hgoal advantages 
of her situation. 

It ic true, if a perfect uuon had subsisted 
, betweoi the Catholic princes, the papal thun- 
ders would have carried terror with them. But^ 
as it was, they were powerless and ineflectual. 
The dvil wars of France, and its constant jea< 
lousy of Sptun^ left the queen but little to ap< 
prehend from that quarter. The Spanish em- 
pire, indeed, was vast, and urtder the direction 
of a bigoted vindictive prince. But the ad^ 
ministration was odious and corrupt in every 
part. So that wise men s^w there was more of 
bulk than of force in that unwieldy monarchy. 
And the successful struggles of a handful of its 
subjects, inflamed by the love of liberty, and 
made furious by oppression, proclaimed its 
weakness to all the world. 

It may he true, interrupted Dr. Arbuthkot, 
that the queen had less to fear fVom the princes 
on the Continent, than is sometimes repre- 
sented. But you forget, in this survey of the 
public dangers, the distractions of Irejuand, 
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Rnd the r@t)ess intrigues of her Q9ar ne^h- DujuMiVK 
hours, the Scots : both of them assisted hy 
Sjiain ; and these lost under the peouUar in- 
fluence and direction of th^ Guisfs. 

YoH shall have, my Qpinion, return«(f Mr- 

F^ -the ..b^3H distractions, it was npt th£ 
qpieem's inteptioi), or certainly it was not her 
f^tutie^ to c9n^>ose them : I mean, dupng the 
greatest pwt of her raign ; for we are now 
speaking of the genera) tenor of her policy. , 
Towards the close of it, indeed, she made^ome 
vigorous attempts to hreak the spirits of those 
savages. And it was high time she should. 
For, through her faint proceedings againt them, 
they bad grown to that insolence, as to think 
of setting up for an independency on England. 
Nay, the presumption of that arch-rebel Ty- 
rone, countenanced and abetted by Spain, 
seemed to threaten the queen with still fuFUur 
mischieis. The extreme dishonour tmd even 
peril of this situation roused her old age, at 
length, to the resolution of taking some effeC' 
tual measures. The preparation was great, and 
suitable to the undertaking. It must, furthcTi 
be owned, it succeeded : but so late, that ^» 
herself did not live to sec the fuU effect of it. 
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pnLocm However, this saccess is reckoned among ^e ' 
glories of her reign. In the mean time, it is 
' not considered that nothing but her ill policy, 
in suffering the disorders of that country to 
gather to a head, made way for this glory. I 
cal\ it her ill poltctf, for unlew it were rather 
owing to her excessive frugality^ one can hardly 
help thinking she designed to perpetmte the 
Irish distractions. At least, it wtt t^roeaUe 
to a &Tourite maxim of hers, to ebeck, and not 
to suppress them. And 1 Uiink it clear, from 
the manner of proisecuting the war, that, till 
this last alarm, she nevar wai in earnest about 
putting an end to it. 

b Mr. Camdbn owns that tbe Irith rebellioB, which ni 
the end became so dangeroua, had been " eocouniged by 
ft Bligh'ing of it, and a gripple-handedness of £iif toid." 
[£fut. o^El^z. B. iv.] — To the same purpose another 
eminent writer of that ticne — " Before the traioniitting of 
the last great army, the forces sent over by Q. Elisabeth 
Were not of suihcient power to break and snbdus ail the 
JmhTy." At last, however, " The extrenie peril of loaii^ 
the lupgdpin} the dishonour and danger that migtH 
thereby grow to the crown of EngUatd ; together vnth a 
^ just disdain conceived hy that great-minded queen, that 
■o wicked and ungrateful a rebel should prevail against 
bar, who had ever been victorious against all her ene- 
mies} did move and almost bkpokcb her to send ores 
that mi^ty army." [Sir J. DavibSj Ducoperf V ^ ^'^ 
HfJrffmid, p.97. i<mii.l613,] , 
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ScoTLAKD, indeed, demanded a more serious jjiAUMnn * 
attention. Yet the weak distracted counsels of 
that court — a minor king — a captive queen-n- 
and the unsettled state of France itself, which 
defeated in a good degree the malice of the 
Guis£s-T>were &vourable circumstances. 

• . Bitt'te'^lw'^rwith you (for 1 would appear 
'?]Q.>tite {igbt\«f. a reasonable objector, not a cap* 
jboAaiavpiagler^i I-aHow her policy in this io- 
:.?tanc^!to hflvftiibeen Considerable. She kept a 
'."watdifbl eye on the.-side of Scotland. And, 
^ lilough many circumstances concurred to &- 

vour her designs, it must be owned they were 

not carried without much care and some wisn 

dom. 

I understand the value of this concession, 
replied Dr. Arbuthnot. It must have been 
no common degree of both, that extorted it 
from you. 

I deeline entering further, said Mr. Addi- 
SON, into the public transactions of that reign; 
jf it were only that, at this distance of time, it 
piay be no easy inatter to determine any thing 
of the policy, with which tliey were conducted, 
Only give me leave to add, as a fourth in-- 
jlance of tfie favourable circumstances of the 
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Vuuen time, " That the prer<^tive was then in its 
height, aad that a - patieat people allowed the 
queen to use it on all occasions." Hence the 
apparent vigour and firmness of her administra- 
tion : and hence .the oj^xntunity (which is bo 
rarely found in our country) of directing the 
whole strength of the nation to any end of gb- 
vemnient, which the glory of the prince or 
the public interest required. 

What yoii impute to the high strain of jh&> 
Tt^tive, returned Dr. Arbuthnot, might ne- 
ther be accounted for from the ability of her 
govemment, and the wise means she took to 
support it. The principal of these was, by em- 
ploying the GREATEST MEN in the several de- 
partments pf her administration. Kvery kind 
of merit was encouraged by her smile *^, or re- 
warded by her bounty. Virtue, she knew> 

* Sir Robert Navwtoi* tells us, " The queen waa 
never profuse in delivering out of ber treasure ; but [«d 
Iier servants put in money, and the rest with okacb; 
^ wbicb, as the case stood, was then taken for good pay^ 

ment." [Fbagm.' Reg. p. 89.] And Nat. Bacon to the 
same purpose. "A wise man, that was an ej^nitness of 
HER actions, and those that succeeded to her, manjr times 
hath said. That & courtier might nuke a better meal of 
one good louk from her, than of a g^ft from some other." 
pisc. P. ii. p. 26C. losd. 1651.] 
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would thrive best on its nfttive stock, a gene^ 
rouB emulation^ This she promoted by all 
-means ; by her royal countenance, by a tem- 
perate and judicious praise, by the wisest dis- 
tiibuticHi of her pfefernaents. Henoe would 
naturally arise that coafid^ice in the queen'a 
counsels and undertakings, which the servile 
nwe of her prraogative could never have occft< 
■Honed.' 

This is the true account of the loyalty, 
obedience, and fidelity, by which her sernmta 
were distinguished. And thus, in fact, it was 
ihaif throi^out her kingdom, there was every ■ 
where that reverence of auUiority ^, that sense 
of honour,, that conscience of duty, in a word^ 
that gracious simplicity of manners, which 
lenders the age of Elizabeth truly golden : 

d Thia reverence of authority, ode of the characterbtic) 
of that time, and which Mr. Addison presently accounts 
ftjT, a great writer celebrates in these words—" It was aa 
ingenuous uninquisitive time, when all the passions and 
affectiiHis of the people were Upped up in such an innocent 
and homble obedience, that titer? was never the least c<hi- 
testation nor capitulation with the queen, nor (though 
she very frequently consulted with her aubjecls) any JuT' 
ther reatont urged of her actions flian hek oww will." 
fee a tract intitled The Disparity, in Sir H, Wottom'j 
ft^mains, p. 46, sup^ osed to have been writtenby the eoA 
^ Claexkpqn. 
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tiuuwi as presenting tiie lairest picture of humanity, 
that is to be met with in the accounts of any 

people. 

It is true, as you say, interposed Mr. Ad- 
PISON, that this picture is a Jair one. But 
of what is it a copy ? Of the Genius of the 
time, or of the queen's virtues ? You shall 
judge for yourself, after 1 have laid before you 
TWO remarkable events of that age, which 
could not but have the greatest effect on the 
public manners ; I mean, the refoemation 
OF RELIGION, and what was introductory of it, 
THE kestoration OF I.ETTERS. From tfaese, 
as their proper sources, I would derive the 
ability and fidelity of £uzab£th's good sub* 
Jects, 

The. passion for uctters was extreme. The 
jjovelty of these studies, the artifices that had 
b^n used to keep men from them, their ap- 
parent uses, &nd, perhaps, some confused no- 
tion of a certain diviner virtue than really be* 
longs to them ; these causes concurred to excite 
a curiosity in all, and determined those, who 
had leisure, as well as curiosity, to make them^ 
selves acquainted with the Greek and Roman 
learning. The ecclesiastics, who, for obvious 
reasons, would be the first and most earnest i« 
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tiieir application to tetters,' were not the only 
p«sons tran^rted with this zeal. The gentry 
and nobility themselves were seized with it 
A competent knowledge of the old writeni was 
looked upon as essential to a gentleman's edu- 
cation. So that Greek and Latin became as 
fashionable at court in those days, as French is 
in ours. Elizabeth herself, which I wonder 
you did not put me in mind of, was well 
tkilted in both**; they say, employed her 
leisure in making some fine translations out of 
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• Paolds Hbhtzkbrus, a learned German, who was ia 
Biigiand in 1,59.S, goes still further in his encomium oa 
the queen's skill in languages. He tella us, that, " ycti* 
terquam quM Grfficfe et L^tinfe eleganter est docta, tenets 
ultra jam memorata idiomata, etiam Mispanimnii Scoti* 
cum, et Belgicum." See his iTiiieRAKiOH, 

But this was the general character of the great in that 
ttHga. : at least, if we may cre^t Master William HaK' 
fttsoN, who discourseth od the sul^ect before na ia tha 
following manner: " Thb further is not to be omUtedt 
to the singular commendation of both sorts and sexes of 
our courtiers here in England, that there are very few of 
them, wMcb have not the use and skiU of sundry speeches, 
beside an excellent veio of writing, before time not re- 
garded. Truly it is a rare thin^with us now, to hear of 
a courtier which hath but his own language. And to sajr 
how many gentlewcanen and ladies there are, tiiat, beside 
sound knowledge of the Greek and Lolia tongues, are 
(hereto no less skilful in the Spanish, Italian, and A-encA, 
or in wme one of them, it resteth not in ow ; sith 1 am 
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B**!?*"* either language. It is easy to see what effect 
this general atteDtion to let^rs must have <m 
the minda of the liberal and well'-educated. 
And it was a happiness pecniiar to that age» 
that learning, though cultivated with such zeal, 
had not as yet degenerated into pedantry : I 
mean, that, in those stirring and active times, 
it was cultivated, not so much for show, as 
nee ; and was not followed, as it soon came to 
be, to the exclusion of other generous and 
manly applipations. 

Consider, too, the effects, which the .altera- 
tions in RELIGION had produced. As they had 
been lately made, as their importance was great, 
and as the benefits of the change, had been 
earned at the expence of much blood and la- 
bour: all these considerations begot a zeal for 
• religion, which hardly ever appears under other 
circumstances. This zeal had an immediate 
and very sensible effect on the moraU of the 
Reformed. It improved them in every in- 
stance; especially as it produced a cheerful 

persuaded, that as the noblemen and gentleitien do sur- 
■mount in this behalf, so these come very little or nothing 
behind them for their parts; which indusby God cpotinuB, 
aad accomplish that which otherwise ii waBtuig." Dx- 
GCAiPT. of England, p. 196. 
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snbmission to the govemmeBt, which had re- dumovs; 
scued them froiu their former slavery, and was 
still their only support against the returning 
dangers of superstition. Thus religion, acting 
with all its power, and that, too, heightened 
by gratitude and even self-ioterest, bound 
obedience on the minds of men with the 
strongest ties*. And luckily for the queen, 

' One of these tie* was the prejudice of education; and 
«mie unccwamon methods were vscd to bind it bst on the 
minds of the people. — ^A book, called ETPHNAPXIA, give 
Elizabeth, was written in Latia verse by one Ockland, 
containing tlie highest panegyrics on the queen's character 
and government, and setting forth the transcendant vir- 
tues of her ministers, This book was enjoined by authorit; 
to be taught, as a classic author, in Grammar-schools, and 
was of course to be gotten by l;eart by the young scholars 
throughout the kingdom. 

This was a matchless contrivance to imprint a sense of 
loydty on the miikda of the people. And, though it flowed, 
es we are to suppose, from aleoder regard, in the advisers 
el it, fbr the interests of Protestantism in that reign i yet 
its uscf are so apparent in any reign, and imder any ad' 
ministration, that nothing bpt the moderation of her sue- 
cesaora, sad the reasonable assurance of their ministers 
that their own acknowledged virtues were a sufficient sup- 
port to them, coub} have hindered the expedient from 
being ibllowed. 

But, though the stamp of public authority was wanting, 
private men have attempted, in several irays, to supply 
this defect. To instance only in one. The Protestant 
^ueen- was to pass for a mirror of good govemmsnt .• bene* 
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DuutotiK this obedience was further secured to her by 

IV. . . ■' 

the high uncontroverted notions of royalty^ 

which, at that time, obt^tied amongst tiie 

people. 

Lay all this together; and then tell mtf 
where ia the wonder that a people, now 
emerging out of ignorance; uncorrupted by 
wealth, and therefore undebauched by luxury ; 
trained to obedience, and nurtured in simpli- 
city; but, above all, caught with the love of 
learning and religion, while neither of them 
was worn for fashion-sake, or, ivhat is worse, 
perverted to the ends of vanity or ambition ; 
where, I say, is the wonder that such a people 
should present so bright a picture of manners 
to their admiring panegyrist i 

the E>;nM;x'*- ^'^ succCssor would ueetb be thougfat a 
mirror of eloquence: and hence the noble enterprise I am 
about to celebrate. " Mr. Geokgb Hesbert (1 give it in 
the grave historian's own words) being prelector in the 
rhetoriqtie scb^t in Camhridge, in 1613, p&Bsed by those 
fluent orvtora, that domineered in the pulpits of Athens 
and Rome, and insisted to read upon an oration of K. 
Jahbi, which be analysed ) shewed the coocinnity of the 
j>arts ; the pnqirie^ of the phrase ; the height at>d power 
of it to more the affections ) the style, uxTKaLT ukknowk 
in THR AHCiEKTs, who could not conceive what kingly 
eloquence was, in respect of whieh those noted denugogi 
were but hirelings and trlbolary rhetoricians." Bishop 
Haceit's Idfe of ArcfaUatai^ Wiuiaui, p. 175. 
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To be fair with you ; it was one of those Dialboue 
conjunctures, in wliich the active virtues are 
called forth, and . rewarded. The dangers. of 
the time had roused the spirit, and brought out 
all tlie force and genius, of the nation. A sort 
of enthusiasm had fired every man with the 
ambition of exerting the-ful! strength of his 
(acuities, which way soever they pointed, whe- 
ther , to the field, the closet, or th'e cabinet.- 
Hence such a crop of soldiers, scholars, and 
statesmen had sprung up, as iiave rarely been 
seen to flourish together in any country. And 
as all owed their duty, it was tlie fashion of the 
times for all to bring their pretensions, to the 
court. So that, where the multitude of candi- 
dates \\As so great, it had been strange indeed, 
if an ordinary discretion had not furnished the 
queen with able servants of all sorts ; and the 
rather, as her 'occasions loudly called upon her 
to employ the ablest. 

I was waiting, said Dr. Arbuthnot, to see 
to what conclusion this career of your eloquence 
would at length drive you. And it hath hap- 
pened in this case, as in most others where a 
favourite point, is to be carried, that a zeal for 
it is indulged, though at the expence of some ' 
other of more importance. Rather than admit 
the personal virtues of the ^ueen, you fill her 

VOL. ni. a 
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OtALosvE court, nay, her kingdom, with heroes and sages : 
and so'bave paid a, higher compliment to her 
reign, than I had intended. 

To her reign, if you will, replied Mr. Addi- 
son, so far as r^ards the qualities and dispo- 
sitions of her subjects : for I will not lessen the 
merit of this concession with you, by insisting, 
as I might, that their manners, respectable as 
they were, were debased by the contrary, yet 
very consistent, vices of servility and insolences; 
and their virtues of every kind deformed by 
barbarism. But, for the queen's own merit in 
the choice of her servants, I must take leave to 
declare my sentiments to you very plainly. It 
may be true, that she possessed a ^ood degree 
ot sagacity in discerning the natures and talents 

r A !e£UDed forei^er $?yf« this character of (he Eiiglith 
^ at that time: " Angli, ut AnnicTS »BviuttT, it4 evecti 

ad dignitates priorem humtlitatem iniolbhtia repen- 
duut" H. Grotii Ann. L. f. p. 95. Anut. 1657. .. Henc« 
the propriety of those complaints, in our great poet, of, 
f The whips and scorns of th' tim6, 
Th' tq^iressor's wrong, the proud man's contumelf , 

'Thb INSOLEKCS or OFFICE]"— 

eonplamU so frequent, and so forcibly expressed by Iiim, 
that we may believe be punted from his own obserration, 
and perhaps ra^erience, <A (his instdent ffiiaiue of autbo- 
ti^. MiASUKV Kt MiAicsB, A. II. 8. viL 
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of men. It was the virtue by which, ' lier 4d-^ DiALdj^nE^ 
mirers tellus, shewas principally distiogftished.' 
Yet, that the high fame of this virtue hath 
been owing to thfe felicity of the timies,' abMind- 
ing in all sorts of merit, rather than to hef own 
judgment, I think clear from this circumstance, 
" TTiat some of the most deserving of those 
days, in their several professions, had not the 
fortane to attract the queen's grace, in the pro- 
portion they might have expected." I say 
nothing of poor Spenser. Who has any con- 
cern for a poet**? But if merit alone had de- 
termined her majesty's choice, it will hardly at 
this day admit a dispute, that the immortal 
Hooker and Bacon ', at least, had ranked ' 

•> Yet it may seem probable, from this poet'a conduct ia 
IreUmd, and his View of the state of that country, ' that his 
talents for butmesi (auch as Cecil himself must have ap- 
protred) were no less considerable than for poetry. But he 
had served a. disgraced man ; and had drawn ui>on himself 
the admiratiiw of the generous earl of Eaex, So thatf a^ 
the historian expresseth it, " by a Gate which still follows 
poets, Jie always wrestled with poverty, though he had 
been secretary to the lord Giat, lord deputy of Ireland." ' 
All that retnained for him was, " to be interred at ffatmin- 
»«r, neartoCHAucaa, at the charge ofthe earl of JEfserj 
his bearse being attended by poets, and mournful de^e* 
and poems, with the pens that wiote them, thrown into 
Ms grave." Causbk, lib. iv. 

' As to Sir Franom Bacok, the queen herself gave a 
very jdatoible reason, and doubtless much approved by the 
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DiAwrtioB in another class than that, in which this great 
ftiscemer of spirits thought fit to leave them. 

An4 her character, continued be, in every 
other respect is just as equivocal. For having 
touched one part of it, I now turn from these 
general .considerations .on the circumstances 

gnve lawyers and other judiciuus persons of that time, 
for her ne^ect of thia gentleman. " She did acknoivledge 
(says the earl of Essex in a lett^ to Mr. Fbancis Bacon) 
you had a great wit, and an excellent gift of speech, and 
much other good learning. But in Law, she rather thought 
you could make shew, to the atnwst of j-our knowledge, 
than that you were deep," Hbm. or Q. Elieabetb by 
Dr. BiBCH -f to whoin the public is exceedingly indebted 
tor abundance of curious information concerning the his- 
toiy of those times. 

If it be asked, how the queen came to fbtm this con- 
chuicm, the answer is plain. It was from Mr. Bacon's 
baring a obeat wit, an excellent gift of speech, and 
much other oood lrabning. 

It is true. Sir FaAircit Bacov hims^ ^rea another 
account of tlus matter. In a letter of advice to Kr 
Gbobob Villibbs, he says, " In this dedicatioo of your- 
self to the public, I recommend - unto you prinbipaHf 
' that which I think Was never done since I was bom— that 

jOa countenance and encourage and advance able mbm, in 
■n kinds, degrees, and profeasionc. For in the time of 
' the Cbcils, bther and son, able hek wxbe by design 

MUD OF FUHPOSE SUFPBESSEQ. CaBALA, p. 67- cd. 1691 .— 

But either way, iodeed, the q^ueea's character ia equally 
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luid genius of the time, to our more immediate Dwwo"" 

subject, tlK PERSONAL ftUALITlES of ELIZABETH. 

Hitherto we have stood aloof from the queen's 
person. But there is no proceeding a step fur- 
ther in this debate, unless you allow me a little 
more liberty. May I then be permitted to 
draw the veil of Elizabeth's court, and, by the 
lights which history holds out to us, contem- 
plate ^e mysteries, that were celebrated in that 
awful sanctuary } 

After so reverend a preface, replied Dr. Ar- 
BUTHNOT, I think you may be indulged in this 
liberty. And the rather, as I am not appre- 
hensive that the honour of the illustrious queen 
is likely to suffer by it. The secrets of her 
cabinet-council, it may be, are not to be 
scanned by the profane. But it will be no pre- 
sumption to step into the drawing-room. 

Yet I may be tempted, said Mr. Addison, 
to use a freedom in this survey of her majesty, 
that would not have been granted to* hep most 
favoured courtiers. As for as I can judge of 
her character, as displayed in that solemn scene 
of her court, she had some apparent virtues, 
but more genuine vices ; which yet, in the 
public eye, had equally the fortune to reflect 
a lustre onher government. 
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Her gracious afFabiility, her love of her peo- 
ple, her zeal for the.naiiona! glory ; were not 
these her more obviious and s[>ecious qualities ! 
Yet I doubt they were not 80 much the.proper 
efiects of her natun*, as her policy ; a set of. 
spurious virtues, b^otten by the very necessity 
of her afl&irs. 

For her AFFABiLrnr, she saw there w«8 no 
way of being secure amidst the dangers of all 
sorts, with which she was surrounded, but by 
ingratiating herself with the body of the peo- 
ple. And, though in her nature she was as 
little inclined to this condescension as any of 
her successors, yet the expediency of this D)ea- 
sure compelled her to save appearances. And 
' it roust be owned, she did it with grace, and 
even acted her part with spirit. Possibly the 
consideration of her being a female actor, was 
no disadvantage to her. 

, But, . when she had made this sacrifice to io'* 
terest, her proper temper shewed itself clearly 
^i)ough in ,the treatment of her nobles, and of 
all that ca(me. within the vei^ of the court. 
Her caprice, and jealousy, and haughtiness, 
appeared in 9 thousand instances. She took 
offence so easily,, and forgave so difficultly, 
tha,t even her prinoipal mir^sters coutd hardly 
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keep their ground, and were often obliged to Oiumvw, 
redeem her fevour by the lowest 8ubmi88ion8. 
When nothing else would do, they sickened, 
and were even at death's door: from which 
peril, however, she would sometimes relieve 
them ; .but not till she had exacted from them, 
in the way of penance, a course of the most 
mortifying humiliations. Nay, the very ladies 
of her court had no way to maintain their 
credit with her, but by submitting patiently 
to the' last indignities. 

It is allowed, from the instances you have in 
view, returned Dp. Abbuthnot, that her na- 
ture was something high and imperious. But 
these sallies of passion might well enough con- 
sist with her general character of aiTabili^. 

Hardly, as I conceive, answered Mr. Ad- 
dison, if you reflect that these sallies, or ra- 
ther habits of passion, were the daily terror 
and vexation of all about her. Her very mi- 
nions seemed raised for no other purpose, than 
th^ exercise of her ill-humour. They were en- 
couraged, by her smile, to presume on the 
royal countenance, and then beaten down 
again in punishment of that presumption. 
But, to say the truth, the slavish temper of 
the time was favourable to such exertions of 
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Di*wooE female caprice and tyranny. Her imperiouB 
fether, all whose virtues she inherited,- had 
taught her a sure way to quell the spirit of her 
nobles. They had been long used to stand, in 
ayve of the royal frown. And the people were 
pleE^d to find their betters ruled with so high 
a hand, at a time when they themselves were 
addressed with every expression of respect, aiid 
even flattery. 

She even carried this mockery so iar, that, 
as Haerington observes well, -' she converted 
her reign, through the perpetual love-tricks 
that passed between her and her people, into 
a kind of romance." And though that political 
projector, in prosecution of his favourite no- 
tion, supposes the queen to have been deter- 
mined to these intrigues by observing, that 
the weight of property was fallen into the po- 
pular scale ; yet we need look no further for an 
account of this proceeding, than 'the inherent 
haughtiness of her temper. She gratified the 
insolence of her nature, in neglecting, or ra- 
ther beating down, her nobility, whose great- 
ness might seem to challenge respect: while 
the court, she paid to the people, revolted her 
pride less, as passing only upon herself, as 
' well as others, for a voluntary act of afl&bility. 
Just as we every day see very proud men carry 
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it with much loftiness towards their equals, or Di*iaouk 
those who are raised to some nearness of de- 
gree to themselves ; at the same time that they 
afiect a sort of courtesy to such, as are con- 
fessedly beneath them. 

You see,' then, what her boasted affability 
comes to. She gave good words to her people, 
whom it concerned her to be well with, and 
whom her pride itself allowed her to manage : 
she insiihed her nobles, whom ^e had in her 
power, and whose abasement flattered the idea> 
she doted upon, of her own superiority and im- 
portance ''. 

Let' the queen's manner of treating her sub- 
jects be what it would, I>r<. Arbuthnot said, 
it appears to have given no offence in those 

k the lord Moi'NTJOT [then Sii- CHAHLBf Blount], 
being of a inilitaiy turn, had stolen over into France, with- 
out the queen's knowledge, in order to serve in Bretagne, 
under one of her generals. Upon his return, which was 
hastenedtoobf herexpFesscommand, " Serve mc 90 again, 
gaid the queen, once more, and I will la; you fast enough 
for running. You will never leavp, till you are knoclLcd 
0' the heail, as that inconsiderate fellow Sidnev was. You 
shall go when I tend you. In ttie mean time sec that you 
lodge in the court, where you may follow tour books, 

XSin, AND DISCOUASB OF THE WAKS." Sir ROBEST 

' Nauhtok's Pb. Rkc. in L. fioBLBiBH. 
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Dmloove days, when the sincerity of her intentions was 
never questioned. Her whole life is a con- 
vincing argument, that. she bore the most en- 
tire affection to her peo{de. 

Her love of her people, returned Mr. 
Addison hastily, is with me a very question- 
able virtue. For what account shall we give 
of the multitude of penal statutes, passed in 
her reign? Or, because you will say, there 
was some colour for these ; what excuse shall 
we make for her frequent grants of monopolies, 
so ruinous to tlie public wealth and happiness, 
and so perpetually complained of by her par-' 
liaments? You will say, she recalled them. 
She did so. But not till the general indigna- 
tion h^, in a manner, forced her to recall 
them. If by her people, be meant ^ose of 
the poorer and baser sort only, it niay be al- 
lowed, she seemed on all occasions willing to 
spare th^m. But for those of better rank and 
fortune, she had no such consideration. On 
the other hand, she contrived in many w^s to 
pillage and distress them. It was the tame- 
ness of that time, to submit to every imposition 
of the sovereign. She bad only to command 
her gentry on any service she thought fit, and 
they durst not decline , it. How many of her 
wealthiest and. best subjects did she impoverish 
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by tiaese means (though under colour, you pwy Duwami 
be sure, of her high favour) ; and sometimes by 
her very visits ! I will not be certain, added he, 
that her visit to this pompous castle of her own 
Leicester, had any other intention. 

But what, above all, are we to think of hex 
vow of celibacy, and her obstinate refusal to 
settle the succession, though at the constant 
hazard of the public peace and safety } 

You are hard put to it, I perceive, intef^ 
rupted Dr. ARBUTHNori to impeach the cha- 
racter of the queen in this instance, when a few 
penal laws, necessary to the support of her 
crown in that time of danger ; one Wrong mea- 
sure of her government, and that corrected i 
the ordiiiary use of her prerogative ; and even 
her virginity ; are made crimes of. But I am 
curious to hear what you have to object to her 
ZEAL FOR THE ENGLISH GLORY, carried SO high 
in her reign ; and the single point, as it seems 
to me, to which all her measures and all her 
Counsels were directed. 

The English glory, Mr. Addison saiJ, may, 
perhaps, mean the state and independency of 
the crown. And then, indeed, I have little to 
object. But, in aiiy other sense of the word. 



D.:.l.:.cl:, Google 



»5* OS THE AGE 

""5^"* I have sometimcB presumed to question with 
myself, if it had not been better consulted, by 
a more efiectuat assist-i'nce of the Reformed oii 
ibe Continent ; by a more vi^rous prosecution 
- of the war against Spatn^; and, as I hinted 
before, by a more complete reduction of Ire~ 
land. But say, we are no judges of those high 
matters. What glory accrued to the English 
name, by the insidious dealing with the queen 
of Scots ; by the vindictive proceedings 
■gainst the duke of Norfolk ; by the merciless 
persecutions of the unhappy earl of Essex 9 
The same spirit, you see, continued from the 
beginning of this reign to the end of it. And 
the observation is the better worth attending 
to, because some have excused the queen's 

' So good a ju(%t of militaiy nnatterB, as Sir Waltkb 
RalbigHj was of this opiaion with regard to the ccmduct 
of the Spaakh war. " If the late queen would have believed 
her men of wai', as she did her sa'ibes, we had, in 
ber time, beaten that great empire in pieces, and made 
tiieir kings, kings of figs and oranges, as in old times. 
But htr mtyeaty did all by halvti, and, by petty invasions, 
tau^ the Spaniard bow to defend himself, and to see hi> 
own weakness ; which, till our attempts taught him, VM 
hardly known to himself." See his Works, voL i. p. 373. 
-^Raleigh, it may be said, was of the Cecil faction. 
But the men of war, of the Esses faction, talked exactly 
m the same strain ; which shewe that this m^t' probably 
be the truth. 
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treatment of Essex by eayiag, " That her na- Dutecoi 
ture> in that decline of life, was somewhat 
douded by apppehensions ; as the Horizon, they 
observe, ■ in the evening of the brightest day, 
"is apt to be obscmed by vapours •■." As if tiii« 
fancifnl simile, which illustrates perhaps, couM 
excuse, the perverseness of the queen's tem- 
per ; or, as if that could deserve to pass for an 
incident of. age, which operated through life, 
and so declares itself to have been the proper 
result of her nature. 

You promised, interposed Dr. Arbuthsot, 
not to pry too closely into the secrets of the 
cabinet. And sucli I must needs esteem the ' 
points to be, whichj'ou have mentioried. But 
enough of these beaten topics. I would rather 
attend you in the survey you promised to take 
of her court, and of the princely qualities that 
adorned it. It is from what passes in the in- 
side of his palace, rather than from some quec- 

" See Sir Hbrky Wotton's Parallel of the earl of 
Euexandduke of Buckingham. The words are these: " Re 
[the earl q( Essex] was to wrestle with a qiieea's declining, 
or rather with her very setting agti, as we may term it ; ' 
which, besides other resjiects, ia commonly even of itself 
the more umbratioui and apprehensive; as for the most 
part all horizons are charged with certain n^ours towards 
their evening." Rbuuns, p. H. 
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DiALoauB tionable public acts, that the real character of 
a prince is best determined. And there, me- 
thinks, you have a scene opened to you, that 
deserves your applause. Nothing appears-but 
what is truly royal. Nobody knew better, 
than Elizabeth, how to support the decorum 
of her rank. She presided in that high orb 
with the dignity of a great queen. In all 
emei^ncies of danger, she shewed a firmness, 
and, on all occasions of ceremony, a magnifi- 
cence, that commanded respect and admira- 
tion. Her very diversions were tempered with 
a severity becoming her sex and place, and 
' which made her rour^ even in its tightest and 
gayest humour? a school of virtue. 

These are the points, concluded he, I could 
wish you to speak to. The rest may be left to 
the judgm«it of the historian, or riither to the 
curiosity of the nice and critical politician.. 

You shall ,be obeyed, Mr. Addison said. 
I thought it not amiss tQ take c^ the glare 
of those applauded qualities, which have dazzled 
the public at a distance, by shewing that they 
were either feigned or over-rated. Bat I come 
now to unmask the real character of this re- 
nowned princess. I tiall paint her freely in- 
deed, but truly as she app^rs to me. And^ 
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to speak my mind at once, I think it is wjt so »!"*' 
much to her virtueg, which at beat were equi- 
vocal, as to her very vices, that we are to im- 
pilte the popular admiration of her character 
and government. 

I before took notice of the high, indecent 
PASSION, she discovered towards her conrtiers. 
This fierceness of temper in the softer sex was 
taken for heroism ; and, felling in with the 
slavish principles of the age, begot a degree of 
reverence i« her subjects, which a more eopial, 
that is a more becoming, deportment wouM 
not have produced. Hence, she was better , 
served than most of our^rinces, only because 
she was more feared ; in other words, because 
she less deserved to be so. But high as she 
would often carry herself in this unprincely, I 
had almost said unwomanly, treatment of her 
servants ; awing the men by h» oaths, and 
her women by blows ; it a still to be remem- 
bered, that she had a great deal of natural 
TIMIDITY in her constitution. 

- What!- interrupted Dr. Ahbuthnot hastily, 
the magnanimous JElizabeth a coward? 1 
sliould as soon have expected that charge 
against Cmsar himself, or your own Marlbo- 

KOUQH. 
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DMi«au» I distinguish, Mr. Addison said, betwixt 
a parade of courage, put on 'to serve a turn, 
and keep her people ' in spirits, and that true 
greatness of mind, which, in one word, we 
call Tnagnanimit^. For this last, I repeat 
it, she either had it not, or not in the d^ree 
in- which it has been ascribed to her. On the 
contrary, I see a littleness, a pusillanimity, in 
her conduct on a thousand occasions. Hence 
it was, that both to her people and such of the 
neighbouring states as she stood in awe of, she 
used an excessive hypocrisy, which, in the 
language of the court, you may ,be sure, was 
called policy. To tlie Hollanders, indeed, she 
could talk big ; and it was not her humour to 
manage those over whom she had gained an 
ascendant. This has procured her, with many, 
the commendation of a princely magnanimity. 
But, on the other hand, when discontents 
were apprehended from her subjects, or when 
France was to be diverted from any designs 
j^ainst her, no art was forgotten that might- 
cajole their spirits with all the professions of 
cordiality and afiection. Then she was wedded, 
that was the tender word, to her people : and 
then the interest of religion itself was sacrificed 
by this Protestant queen to her newly-perverted 
brother on the Continent. 
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I{«r foible, in thi^ ^respect, was AoKterettft 
her minuters. But, abcfW alH it was piw>- 
tised upon most suecessfully ti^ tbi»to«d Btmntt^ 
LEt; " fot whom, « 1 bat« «^ it ob^tihrtid; 
it Wis as Decessary that tfaer^ should hi ti^e^iMai, 
as for cb6 state Uwt thcjr ^tioitkl be prei^^ted'*.** 
Hetde k ma, tiM. he tta« p^t)9etun%'i^5riiig 
her feak^, by the discovery of some plot,' oi*, 
when tiutt was wanting, by thfe 'pi*oposBl oC 
some taw for her greater security. In short, 
he was for evei" finding, or making, ot siig- 
gesting, dangers. The queen, thoggh she 
would look big (for indeed she wa* »n ^xodr 
lent actpew), Btarded at the ^acbws 'of thoM 
dangers, the slightest rumoars. And tO' thfe 
Convenient timidity of bis mistress, go con- 
stantly alarme<l, and relieved ia turn by tbis 
^ily minister, was owing, ia a good degree, 
'rtiat long and aniivdied interest, he held in 
her fevoUf. 

StiHj further, to this constitutional fear 
(which might, be forgiven to her sex, if it had 
not been so strangely mixed with a more than 
masculine ferocity in other iostanoes) ani&t b« 
ascribed those favourite tnaKims of policy, 
which ran through her whole government. 
Never was prince more attached to tlie Machia- 
velian doctrine, divide et mPERA^ than our 
" Thh Disparixt, p. 43. 
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DiUMHn Blizab^th*. Jt nmde tbespul of her policies, 
dmnestic and foreign. She couat^uwoed the 
tw» prevailii^ Actions of the time. The 
Churcboaep and Puritans divided her &vour so 
equally, that her favourites were sure to be die 
chiefs of the contending parties. Hay, her 
Qonrt was a constant scene of' cabals pnd per- 
gonal animositiea. She gfive a secret, and some- 
tunes an open, countenance to these jealouues. 

" Tbis accoant of ber policy is confinned by wbat we 
md in the DitFAsiTr, before cited. " That trick of 
countcoftDcing uid protectiag fiurfions (us that queen, 
■ttmoit ber wfaole togo, diit witb singubir aoA eqati Af- 
stonnnition of gnce leok upon sercral penoos trf' nwt 
^staut wkhee one towards another) was not the leaA 
ground of much bf ber quiet and Buccess. And she never 
doubted hat that nleii, that were never so opposite in 
tbtnr good-wlD-Mch to other, or nerer so disboMstib 
their projeetmenls for each other's confusion, might .jet 
be recoociled in their allegiance towards her. iHsomudi 
that, during her whole reign, she. never eodeavniied to 
reconcile any persoaal ^ffereocee in tbe court, though 
tbeimbnful cmnlatians of persona c^ nearest trrist tdnut 
ber, were ever Gke' to overthrow some of 'btr cbidlst 
/jle^giH = Ji poljeif, Ml4qm entertiantd bf princet, eipeeialiy 
if they have Usua to survive them," p. 46. Her own his- 
torian, it is tme, seema a little shy ttf acknondedgicg this 
conduct of the queen, with regard to ber nobility and mi- 
'i^ters. But he tnvns, " She now aud then toolc a {dear 
-,sure (and not UD[»«Rt£^fy) in tbe onulatioA and iniry 
grudges'of her women."- Camdkn's El«a8»th, p.7»- 
M. Land. less. 
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IWsaoiaprHKi^ dircotcdaU hct ibrei^.t ei^miA 



And are you nbt &^M^^, irtterrtlt)ted Dt-'Ae- . 
BUTHNoif, that this objected pblicy- is' the very 
topic tfiftt I, and every other adrhirer' oT the 
queerij' vrouH employ in commendation bt h'M 
great Ability in tlKe art of goVeftimeftf ? 'Itftas 
heeri the fate of tx)tt marty of 6ut ^irice^ (aHd 
perhaps doAie late examples ttiight be given^tb 
be goireraed, atid even insulted, bf a ptwailing 
party of their own' subje^ita. EiifZAbETti wai 
superior to such attempts. She'had no by*- 
eirfa to pursue; She ffariftly threw herself iott 
her people. And, secure 'in their. afffectibi)/ 
could defeat at pleasure, or even divert herself 
with, die intrigues-of this or that aspiriiig^bc- 
tion, ■ ■■ . 

We understand you, Mt*. AbDisON replied ; 
but wben two parties ate contending within a 
state, and pqeof theoa. only.in.its true m,terest, 
the policy ift a little «xtraordinary -that should 

p We&od^aQUitiiiiatfon to this mrpose, in a writer of 
credit, at leait.withmpect to the Dutch aad Ireland—' 
'.' Jamet divufsam Hibemiain, et in Bat&vis AngH milttif 
mjltfitm^^. <ielt4 JussAt, ,«rpTit ^ui ex{)robnu:ent," Qkotii 
Ahmal. 1. xii. p. 492. 

R 9 
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*^" inctme the Bowceign td Sditoourtge ttw, from 
the poor ambition of controuling tkai, or, u 
you put it stili worse, from the dangerous 
hutnoar <^ flaying widi both parties. .1 say 
notfiiite of later ^mes. I onjj ask, if U waa in- 
di^fen^ .^betiier the counsels of the Cecils 
or: ^ LixtlSSTBR .were predominant in that 
rei^? Bvt I mi^tic^^ . these things befbr^ 
and. I to^ch 'them, again- aov^, only tP f)^^ 
ypm that, this ct^duat, hovrever it may. be vai- 
■aifii^pvef by .&e.name of wisdapi, ,-h^ too 
much t^ air pf fearful womanish intrigue, to 
oonBist-jivithithpt heea^oal Sxm^i^^n^ intre- 
pidity «9< opi«n<9ilK »*c^iM^ to queen Eti- 

ZAtiBTIT 1. 

And whdyt ,if, af^ allj, I f)hould.adniit> re- 
plied Dr. AaBUTHNOT, that, in the composition 

1 Something, like 4]iis .DBS q^iseirwd of bsf dispcnition 
by Sir Jamb* Uelvil. After haring related to Us mis- 
tress, Qie q^een of SeotS, \he strong profes^ons of friend- 
diip wWrfi ihe qaeea of £ti^tand had fia/ie ialSm, " Site 
[the qtt«ea (^SdfUT, vufOna, my it, vtwth«r t %h^ 
that queeu meant tmlj towards her inwardly in her heart, 
as she appeared to do outwardly in her speech. I answered 
freely, thatj in my jodgment;' there was n«ther plain 
dealing, oor upright meaning j but great dissimubtion. 
emulation^ and feab, lest ber piincely qualities shooU 
ove^<soon chace her froDilier kiiigdom," &c. ' MaMOiis, 

p. as. 
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«f '• voiitaD'9 flSQr^^ atrleaat). itbiri-e nu^ be Dutooot 
tPflpQ.'ecrayl^Qf drtcretioit? J»1keittB&y a^ , 

ftcjn. «iiicb^a ;?oo*8ii«if> iOiv, bMSuae yooi 

raign so severely, could not be takfm.for panlK 
animity. They certainly were not, in her own 
^niR r ibi; 4b^. WW »i^'tb4»:ikfc e«llN««d or' 
rewoed hy all tfa9 n4bHln»if^ £w^«/K«n tccount 
ofttevw. iXha hi<^ yoti-aaR faiely ctnobxte 
is, Uwt -^be kQtw haw:ta:^nite addtcM witii 
}«9iKty,. {uod.ti^r OB'OCfla^iMkK ahc couU i^i»* 
f «tfh62i) . !btr h^ spkit.' Xhe diAcidtjes of 
b«r . ttttiatioq obligesi . bet to this diaaage' 
ibent . , 

Bather ny at on«e, lektutned Mr. ADdtsoH^ 
that the constant dmimuUtion, fev which she 
was 80 famous, Was MBUBied to supply the want 
of a: better thing, which had rendered all those 
arts as unaecesaafy as they weie ignoble. 

i/BihhwgJUineK .lind titmiit^f panmd be^ 
mife'ioot.thftoalyivion that tamed t^good au- 
c^niit: in the qaeeifsbands. She .was.fire^ 
Iteypnd iUbodnds ofi deconm in a prinoc,- or 
ntbfti^. AVABtciDUs beyooA all retmnable ex- 
UnefiMOi the p^Iic waats andt the state of her 
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pMLoan TevMnc. Nothing is> more oarUin thaw 4nk 
het, irom the alloininoe>bMh'of'4rieftd<'>ftttd 
enemies. It seenu u i>f,**fii thifr'mpebt, bcr* 
jbtfaei's example had not bem suffidatt ;' tad 
ihat, ta eoMplete her dtiKtwMe, the tnd iiteor 
ponted «rith many of his, the l«9din|^viceof 
herg^andiiitii&r. <■■'../'■ 

' Here Dr. Avntm^Kyt «Mtl4 not oontaiii 
himself ; and ^e castle ha^pbnittg at tiut time, 
from the p«int where thty ttood, to jneaent 
the most saperb prospect, " L>ook' there, said 
he, OB the striking, though smalt, remnants of , 
that grandeur you justnOw msgnified io much; 
tnd tell me if, id your cMi^cience, yon <^ be- 
lieve such grants are the signs, or were the e^ 

■ fects, of avarice. For you are not to learn, 
that this pak^befor* us is not the only one 
in the kingdom,* which bears the memory of the 
queen's bounQr to her servants." 

Mr. Addison seeined<a little stmchiintii dm 
earnestness of this address : " It is true, said 
he," the queen's fondness for one or two' 6f lier 
favourites made her sometimei lavish of' ber' 
grants ; e^iecially of what c«qt her notlai^, 
and.did qot, it seen»,^(^n(i the^deGesf7.o# 
her scruples; I mean, oF the chufch-lmtdsj 
^nt at t{ie sam? time faer treasury waa sfyj^ 
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agunsther ambassadors and^forogntriiDiltcrs; 
■who complain of nothing more frequeatly thaii 
the slenderoess- of their appointments, and tie, 
small anci stow remittuicea ihat W6re madis to 
them. Tflis frugality (for I must not call it 
by a worse name) distresqed the public service 
on i^any' oucasioils ' ; and would have done it 
on more, ifOie zeal of her trusty icrvants had 
not been content to carry it <in at the expence 
cff their own fortunes. How jnamy instances 
might be given of this. If one were not more 
than suffiaent> and which allposteri^ wilt re-' 
member with indignation! 

You speak of Walsingbam, interposed Dr. 
^RBUTHNQT. . But wcrc tt not more candid o 

'Secretary Walshtgham, in a letter to the queen, 
Sept.i, 1581, amongst other thing» to the Mujie purpo*, 
fafis'tbe fidlowuig words — " Remember, 1 humbly beseech 
your mtgestyi the respect of ckarget kath Itat ScotUmd : and 
I would to God 1 had no cause to think, that it might put 
jfotir high^eu^ -peril fyf the lou of EitgUind."^^" Andtvea 
4ie Lord Treaanrer himself (we are told) in a letter still 
ractant ih the p^er-offloe, writtenin the critical year ]56S, 
wh^,the Spaniih armada yfaa expected agqiust Englatti, 
iJxcWis himself to sir EowAau S^Affobd. then embv- 
a^drjtf Franie, for not wHting toh Kim oftei^er, en -ac 
;oui^~^ JI«r nu^etty't mfwiUingaftt t« be at-tim egpence of 
ntt^i^er^.". Sir T. EdwosobsU State-jupers, by Dr. 
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A>M£avK im{)iut4;the|wveTt}".Qf:<Mt.mii]ister to hUown 
gen«rou» coateiopt ,oJt riches, whif^.^^ had 
ijwibtless maay fair occasigi^s of. prqc^ing to 
himself, tUaq to.iV)y.,4e8igned o^leqt^ef him 
by:^H(nmt'*as? ;>.■,■ ■ . - ,v\ 

. The candourj returned Mr. AppisoN, must 
i^ rery extraordioaiy;,.that can find an ^cme 
for the queen in a cL^curostance that doubles 
Ii^r disgrace. But he it as you pretepd. The 
uncommon moderation of the man shall be a 
cQv«r to the quel's parsimony. It wa? not, 
we will say, for this wise princeaa to provoke 
an appetite for wealth in her servants : it was 
enough that »he gratified, ik, on prc^r pcca- 
liooa, ivhere she found it already rais^ Aqd 
in this proceeding, no doubt, she was governed 
by a tender regard for their honour, as w^l as 
her own ioterest. For bow ia her gnat letf*- 
tery enndiled, by filling a place in the short 
list of those worthies, who, having fitfed and 
died in the service of their countries, have left 
not .30 much as a, pittance behind themi to 
cfwiy th^m to .their grwet I All thia it veiy 
wetl. 'But-when^sfaebadmdalgedthbhmHour 
in one- or two of bet fevburites, and suffered 
diem, for example's sake, to ascend to these 
heights of honourj it was, going, methioks, a 
little too far, to expect the same d^lic^cy of 
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virtue io all her courtier». Yet it was nefc her owiown 
&uU, if Biost of them did ndt ixap this fkta» 
o£ illu«trk>u> poverty, as w«ll as WjU.sin«hak. 
She dealt by theot, indeed^ aa if abe had ranked 
poverty* as welt as celihsty, amoi^ the carr 
dUal yirtqea. 

In the .m^an time, I would not deny that 
' she bad a pripcety fondness for shew and ap- 
pearance. : . She took a pride in the brilliancy 
of her coBTt. She dehghted in the large tradns 
of her nobility. She requited to be royally 
entertained by them. And she thought her 
honour concerned in the 6gure they made in 
foreign courts, and in the wars. But, if she 
loved this pomp, she Uttle cared to furnish the 
expence of it. She considered in. good earnest 
(aa Hfne bare observed, who would have the 
observatKHipw&foracompliineBt') tkt purses 

' One of these complaisant observers was the writer of 
the Dacription of England, who, speaking of the variety 
of the qaeen's bonses, checks himself with eaying, " But 
what AiQ I need to lake Wfou voto to mpat alt, and tel 
Wjbat Vukft (beqUMn'a »^ty bAlh^ Sith akl »uiaa} 
]ROd when it pleawtl) hir in ttte suuioer se^soQ to re<;r^te 
hirs^ abroad, and view tlie «tivte nf the cnuutri*,. and hear 
the complaints of hlr unjust officei-3 or aubslitutes, every 
noUeman'i hotise it hir palace, where sht continueth Aiiing 
fiBiMxt, uid till abe returae agdi* Vt feme of hir oume ; 
in which she Kawooctii as iMg as pTcMfttk hir." p. IOC. 
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SuMcra of- her subjects as ker otcti; ami Becmed to 
TBckon on tlieir being' always open to her oa 
any > occasion of service, or even oeremony. 
She carried this matter so far, that the very 
expenoes of her wars were rather defrayed oat 
of the private purses of her nobility, than the 
public treasury. As if she had taken it for a 
part of her prerogative tp impoverish her 
nobles at pleasure ; or rather, as if she had a 
mind to have it thought that one of their privi- 
leges was,' to be allowed to mill themselves 
lirom a zeal to her service. ' ., 

But the queen's avarice, proceeded he, (^ 
not only appear from her excessive parsimony 
in the management of the public treasury but 
from her rapacity in getting what she could 
from particulars into her privy pune. Hep^e 
it was th?it air offices, and even (per8diwd;fe- 
Tours, were in a manner set to sale. For it 
■ M^as a mle, >yith her piajesty, tq grant^j^o ppit 
but for.^a ;-^a9f)n^ble cpp^^erA^fuit $a« tjtiiit 
wfapever pretended- to any .plaiaeiTof pn^fiij^r 
honour was sure to send a jew^» or btjli^r rielt 
present beforehand, to prepare her mind for 
the entertainment of his petition." And to 
what other purpose wfta it thst 'fihe -k^ her 
offices so long vac^t, bi!it to ^e'lndre' persbnt 
an ojjportanity of ^vinning- a;preference "iii het 
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ftiTour ; which for the' most part inclined to Diawooi 
diose who had appeared, in this interval, to 
deserve it best? ■ Nay, the sllf^test disgusii 
which she frequently took on very frivolous 
occasions, could not be got over but by the re- 
conciling means of sothe valuable or well-fan- 
cied present. And, what was most grievous, 
she sometimes actepted the pre«ent, witbotlt 
remitting the offence. - . 

I remember a ridiculous instance of this sort. 

When the Lady Leicester ^Vanted to obtain 
the pardon' of her unfortunate son, the Lord 
£ssEx, she presented the queen with an exr 
needing rich gown, to the value of above an 
hundred pounds.- She was well' pleased with 
the-gift, but thought no more 6f 'Ae pardon. 
We need 'not, after this, wonder at what is 
said of her majesty's leaving a prodigious quan- 
tity of jewels and pl&te behind her, and even 
a crowieiJ wardrvbei For ^prevalent watf 
tlit» Anfty hankfhr- in the qtieen"^ highness,' 
tfiat she could'not persuade herself to part 
tHth so much as a cast-gown to any of her aer-i 



fci{they)UKlFrot^^^A]ifnisf)T»,«PQtbOT WQ'/ ■ Obe 
of herJadiMj the, Lady.EDHONDVfi, bad been apptbd to 
for ber interest with tbe queen in a certfda affiur of no 
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©"iwMijt You allow yourself to be very gay, replied 
Dr. AasuTHNOT, on thia foible of the great 
c|ueen. But one tjiing you forget, that it 
never bussed her judgment so far as to prevent 

p^ inoin«^, dten depeqdii^in.theCourtof.CbannTT- 
Theperaon, commissioned to, tianaapt this matter wkhliei; 
■ h/dysUp, h»d offered her lOOi. which she treated at Iw 
tmdU a mm. The reiater of this iact adds — " Tbb ruf- 
fianly of caituet I am daily more and more acqiiainted 
<. w|th, and see Ihe nuuiaer of dealing, which cometh of the 

f|teen's stra^eu to give dcse trnnen, whereby they pre- 
tutae thus to gTaiiee and truck eahscH." See a letter in 
Meu. of Q. Eliza^tr, by Pr. Biicb> vol. i. p. 354. 
Sut this lOOl. as the virtuous Lady Edmondes says, waa > 
malf turn. It appears, that bishop Flctcbeh, on {us 
tnuubtion toLoivion, " bestowed' in atltnvancea and grati- 
flcatipQS to direra attendants [indeed we are sot expresly 
toU| th^ were. /ento^!] about her nfy^t;^, the raoi ft 
3100J. which mosey was ^ven by him, for tlfe xaofX <g»ftL 
of it, hy het tm^&ty'a direction and special appMHtmttit." 
Vhm. \<A. a. p. lis. ' And the curiosity is, to lind this 
niaute of episcopal gratijicaliom in a petition presented 
to tbe ywtn hcrael^ "To moreher nugtety iB-Mmn^fie- 
ratioQ towards ^be OEphans of thi«.bi8h(7i'-.-Hgwete% to 
do the ladies justice, the coutagktu of . bribeiy wis sagtt 
Beral in that reign, that the greatest men in the ccnuj 
were infected by it. The lord-keeper Puckbbing, it 
teetnsj.had a finger id the affair of the 100/. ; nay, himself 
speaks to the lady to get him <»minanded by the queen to 
iwQur Uie sirit. Aad we ave t«M, tUit WM'.-ltALfeiGH 
kal.no kM than K>,e00<. tbp his iiftcfest wMr^be qttee^ 
vm a ceitaia DMauoR, after bKrihg: bees' ibi^tej to this 
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a fit choice ^ her emvsnte tm all occmIoim*. i^>"*^ 
And, aft tdher iroiy maiiageintot of the pnbRe 
revenue, which you take « pleasure to exa^e- 
rate, this, methinks, is a venial fault Jn a prince, 
who could nM, in her circumstances, han« pmi- 
Tinted fijr the «xpences of government, but by 
the nioest and Wost attentive oseonomjr. ' 

■."''■, 
I understend,' said Mr. ADDtsbNf -the (ttH 
force of that consideration ; and'be1iev« It #u 
that attention principally,- which occasioned 
the popolarity of her reign, artd the'.hig^'es- 
teemi in which the wisdom -of her govemmetrt 
is held to thia day. The bulk of her subjects 
were, no doubt, liighly pleased to find them- 
selves spared on all occasions of expence. And 
it served at the same time, to grafify their na- 
tural envjl-of the great, to, find that ^Aei'r for- 
tunes were first and principally sacrificed to 
the poblic service. Nay, I am not sure that 
A^very rapao+y of her nature, in the sale <tf 

service fcy the finest letter thai Aw w»» writtea. — ^Incleed 
it is «Qt Mid botr fous^ of tliia adciet wrnee money vr&U 
ia-allowwm «MipatifiQatieiu.l<t.the atUndaittt aietd tia 
4«e«»> »us^tUt "«!.. ii, p. 497, ' 

» Lord ^gpN. loaile the samo exctue tv ^ hribefy f 
i)*hQha4 learot, jieihffM, tba trado iwU fntai Ha rajvl- 
Atbtrees, It Was a r^ with this great cfauaeeUor, " N«tt 
A cell iqiustioe, but never to kt justice go spoi-itcB:" 'i 
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otAUMim her offices, was any oI^ectioB<'widi the peC|>Ic 
«t lai^t or eveo die lower gcntpy of the king- 
dom. For theaiy having oo pr^eiuiont them'- 
selves to those .offices, would be weU.efiough 
l^sed to aee them not bestowed on their 
-betters, but dearly pncchased fay them. .-And 
then this traffic «t coart fUmrsUed the infener 
gentry With a pretence for making the mostrvef 
llieir magistracies. This practice at least must 
haye bQen:veiy notorious soiongst them, when 
a &cetioug member of the lower house could 
define a justice of peace to be, " A liTing crea- 
ture, that for half a dozen of chickens, will 
d^pense with a whole dozen of penal statutes * * 
- "But, however this be, the queen's ends, in 

' ^ every view, were abundantly answered. She 
enriched herself: she gained the 'a&etions of 
the people, smd depressed and weakened thk 
oobility. And by all these ways she effec- 
tually provided for, what she had ever most ' 
at \ma%, h^ own stipreme and uncontrolled 
authority. 

« See mu. Caltectimu, by A. Towmhsmd, £sq.f f- 
•SS6. Loiul. 1680.'— Ths-lord-Iieeper too, in a speech in tbs 
star^cbawber. ceaSnm . tMa eba^ an thb coonUy jtu* 
tic^. " "Dig tliicst, sajrs be, after thia authority, pro- 
ceadeth firom ^atUag bat an amUtious hamour of gadnii^ 
(tfrepubtian-tunon^f tbeir n^hboi;mii that itill, vAtefi 
tbcy come btwoa, tiuj/ may be preta^^ vjih.prtf^iiC 
Ibid. p. «5, • 
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And v.tb^ Ifx he wonder^ at in a great Dialmu* 
pnoce ^ returned Dr. Akbuxknot. Or, to take 
the jnatter in the lig^t y0u.place.it4 what if tb« 
q^ew had so much of her sex 'and Ivmily in 
her dis|Botition, as to likp well eopugh to have 
ho; own.way, is this, sucli a prime as you-would 
inake^of it ? If she kjved {tower,* it was not to 
miJce a wanton or opgiresnve^ u^e of it,. And 
if all princes knew as well to. .b<umd thfjir o>vn , 
wills^ as she did, n:e should jwt much.cpoiplain 
of their impatience to be under the control of 
their subjects. . ! 1 

:♦ , , . 

1 am sorry, «ud Mr. Adsison, that the acts 
of her feign will not aUow me to come inln 
this opinion of her n»>deratiQn« On theotlier 
hand, her government appeara to rae, in many 
iQEtaucef^: OPPKE&9IVK, «id b^bly. pvejudictal 
to ihs MioieQt ri^its :4nd- piivi^eges of her 

■ * When the queen decteed-to Sir Jambs Mbltii. her 
redolution of virginity, "I know the tnith of that, madam, 
{said he) ; you need not tell it me. Your majesty thinks, 
if you were inarried, you would be but qiieen of England ; 
aiid now yeii are both king and queen. I knmByottr spirit 
ctmnxA endure a commaadtr," M!tM.'p.'49. TWs was franS. 
iBut Sir James Miltil wm tooi*dIseeA ih courts to have 
used this language, if')ie had ndt understood it wmild'bb 
wcWonw. Accordingly, the queen's bi^hness did not seem 
4iapleued wiQi the iinputatiftn. 
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DiAMKius' peo|^. For what other conrtiuctlorf ean'w* 
make of her frequetlfinterposition to restrain 
the counsels of their representativefi iii ^fia- 
Bient: threatening some, imprisoning ottiefflj 
and sikneing all \Vith- the thundfer of %ef pre^ 
njga,tive? Or, when she hid ■ steered theif 
Counsels to ripen into bills, what shall we say 
of her high and mighty rejection of them, a'rtcl 
Hiat not in single and extraordinary cases, but 
in matters of ordinary coufse, and by dozens f 
1 pass by other instances. But was her Tnod^- 
ratum seen in dilapidating the revenues of the 
church ; of that church, which she took undef 
the wing of her supremacy, and would ' be 
thought to have, sheltered from all its ene- 
mies y. The honest archbishop Parker, I have 

y rail wafl i. comtoAn tofnck of complaint against the 
^pxmn, or at least ber miouters, and gave occaskm to titat 
Teproof of the poet Spensbr, which the persons concerned 
could hardly look upon as very decent, 

" Scarce can a bishoprick fgrepass them bye 
But that it must be gelt in privity." 

Mother HubbakD'i Tale, 
Bat a tnahop of tkit time carries the cbaj^ge still fiH*- 
ther. In one of hia senatma at court be&nre tiie queen, 
, " I^TBonages and vicara^ies, says he, sddoni pais now-a- 

dafB from the patron, but either for the lease, or tlie pre- 
sent money. Such merchants are broken into the chunA 
of -God, a great deal more iutolen^le fiiaa were thef 
whom Christ whii^>ed out of the tem|de." — 'Hiislanguj^e 
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heard, ventured to xemonstrate against this Duuow 
abuse, the cognizance of whidi came so direcUy 
within his province. But to what eflfect, may 
be gathered, not only from the continuance of 
these depredations, but her severe reprehen- 
sion of another of her bishops, whom she 
threatened with an oath to unshock — that 
was her m^esty's own word— if he did not 
immediately give way to her prinoely extor- 
tions. 

It may be hardly worth while to tain notice 
of smaller matters. But who does not resent 
her capricious tyranny, in disgracing such of 
her servants as presumed to deviate, on any 
pretence, iVom her good pleasure ; nay, such 
as gave an implicit obedience to her will, if it 
stood widi her interest to disgrace them ? Some- 
thing, I know, may be said to excuse the pro- 
ceedings against the queen of Scots. But the 
fate of Davison will reflect eternal dishonour 

is very harsh, and surely not deserved by the PtotesUnt 
patrons of those d^, who were only, aa, we may siippoM, 
for reducing; the church of Chkist to its pure and primi- 
tive state of indigence and suffering. How edifying is it to 
hear St. PAUcvpeak of his being — In kunger and Aint, 
mfoitingt often, in cold and nakednea I And how perfect^ 
tcfonned would our church bcf if in ministers were but 
once more in thii blessed cpostoBcal cwidition ! 
VOL. III. S 
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on th« petiejr^ mtb whidv thki 
c9iid»ctecL 

-I niB vpw these tbinga hastily, eontittaed 
Mr. Aniwaif , and in no great <a4er : but yoq 
will see what to copchide from t^tese, hiuts ; 
w huih taken together, 1 believe, may fiinash a 
propyl aittver to tJie moat oom)<lerablie f^rtt 

To sum it up in few words. Those two great 
emots of her time, tob «sta«i.is«hbnt of 

THK RcrOUfATION, Etud Tq£ TRIUMPH OVBB. 
THE PQWBH ov SpAIN, C9»t va Uncommon Ittstve 
OH the rei^ <rf Euzabktb. Postenty, ^ozled 
with these obvious successes, neat iato an ex- 
cessivQ aichniiratiap of her personut virtues. And 
what has served tP hrighteu th^ the more, is 
the place in which we chance to find her, 
between the iHgot queea on the one haad, and 
the pedant king on the other. No wonder then 
that, bn the first glance, her government should 
appear able, and ev^i gloFiaus. Yet, in look- 
ing into particulars, we find that much is to be 
attributed to fortune, as well as skill ; and that 
her glory is even lessened by considerations, 
which, on a careless view, may seem to aug- 
isent it. The difficulties, she had to encounter, 
were great. Yet these very difficulties, of 
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themadvea, created the premier mwns to aa*- Bwijm* 
mount them. . TTiefy sharpened the wits, in- 
flamed thte spirits, and united the affections, of 
a whole people. The name bf her great enemy 
on the contmetit, at that ttnse/ carried terror 
with it. Yet his power wai, in l-eality, much 
l«fl8 than it appeared. The Spanish empire was 
eormpt and weak, and tottered- under its own 
weight. But this was a secret even to the Spa- 
niard himself. In the mean time, the donfl- 
dence, which the opinion of great strength 
in^ires, was a favourable oirctimstance. It oc^ 
easioned a remissness and neglect of counse^<m 
one side, in proportion as it raised the utmost 
vigilance and circumspection on the other. But 
this was not all. The religious feuds in. th6 
Low Countries— the civil wars in France — 
the distractions of Scotland—^ all concOrred to 
advance the fortunes of £lizabeth. Yet all 
had, perhaps, been too little in that grand crisis 
of her fete, and, as it fell out, of her glory, if 
the con^iring elements themselves had not 
fought for her. 

Sach is the natural accoMot of her foreign 
triumphs. Her domestic successes admit as 
easy a solution. Those external dangers them- ■ 
selves, the genius of the time, the state of re- 
t^oQS parties, my, the very factions of her 
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Shiuoao* eourt^ &U of them directly, or by ihe slightest 
application of her policy, administered to her 
, greatness. Sudi was the condition of the times, 
that it forced her to assume the resemblance, at 
least; of some popular tnr'ue^; and bo singalar 
bee fortune, that her very vices became as re- 
spectable, perhaps more useful to her reputa- 
tion, thaS/her virtues. She was vigilant in her 
counsels ; carefiil in the choice of her s^-vants j 
courteous uid condescending to her subjects. 
She appeared to have an extreme tenderness 
for the interests, and an extreme zeal for the 
honour, of the nation. This was the bright 
side of her charaeter ; and it shone the br^ter 
from the constant and imminent dangers, to 
which she was exposed. On the other hand, 
she was dioleric, and imperious ; jealous, timid, 
and avaricious : oppressive, as fer as she durst;, 
in many cases capricious, in some tyrannical. 
Yet these vices, some of them sharpened and 
refined her policy, and the rest, operating 
chiefly towards her courtiers and dependent, 
strengthened her authority, and rooted her 
more iirmly in the hearts of Jthe people. The 
mingled splendour of these qualities, good and 
bad (for even her worst had the luck, wh«i 
seen but on one side, or in well-disposed lights, 
to look like good ones) so far dazzled the eyes 
of all, that they did not, or would not, see 
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anny outrageous acts of tyranny wad oj^8«a» Qui|!>«>n 
■ion. 

And thus it hath come to pass that, with 
Bome ability, more Cunning, and little real 
virtoe, the name of Elizabeth is, by the con- 
currence of many accid«itat causes, become 
the most revered of any in the long roll of our 
princes. How little she merited this honour, 
may appear from this slight sketch of her cha- 
racter and gorerament Yet, when all proper 
abatement i& made in both, I will not deny her 
to have been a great, that is, a Jifrtunate, 
queen ; in this, perhaps, the most fortunate, 
that she has attained to so unrivalled a gloiy 
with so kw pretensions to deserve it. 

And so, replied Dr. Arbuthnot, you have 
concluded your invective in full form, and 
rounded it, as the ancient orators used to do, 
with all the advantage of a peroration. But, 
setting aside this trick of eloquence, which is' 
apt indeed to confonnd a plain man, unused to 
such artifices, I see not but you have left the 
argument much as you took it up ; and that I 
may still have leave to retain, my former reve- 
rence for the good old times of ,queen £uza- 
BBTH. It is true, she had some foibles. . You 
have spared, I believe, none of them. But, to 
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nwMM BAtJce amende for these dafecta, let but tiie 
~ history of her reign speak for her, I mean in iti 
own artless language, neither corrupted by flat- 
tery^ nor tortured by tavidious glosses; and 
urn must ever eoaeeire of her, 1 witl not say a« 
the moat ftuHIeas, perhaps not the most vtr- 
twous, but surely the most able, and, from the 
splendour of soaic leading qualities, the most 
glorious of oar ^ngUsk monarchs. 

To i^c yon my notion of her in few words. 
■«F»r the dispute, I find, must end, as most 
others nsually do, in the simple representation 
of ow own notions. — She was discreet, frugal, 
provident, aad s^cious : intent on the pursuit 
of her great ends, tHe establiakment o/" religum, 
and the security and Honour of her people : pm- 
dent in the choice of the best medm to effect 
them, the employment of able servants, and the 
management of the pul^lic revenue: dexterous at 
' improving all advantages which her own wisdom 
or the circumstances of the times gave her: fear- 
less and intrepid in the execution of great designs, 
yetcarefii) to unite tiie deepest foresight with her 
nu^nanimify. > If she seemed avaricious, let 
it be considered that the nicest frugali^ was 
but necessary in her situation : if ihpekious, 
that a female government needed to be made 
respectable hf a shew of authority : and if at 
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mf.tiwiK oprasriirs, that tii« SngUah c«l- i^*^"" 
sdtutiDn, luit tben «t9<»d, asweHasbef «wii 
natnre, bid a good 4eal«f that Ualb 

Id k wwd, let it btt.Teinembcrecl* that iIm, 
hiid &e bonbor trf" ^ubng*, |>erlittps oC ^Mikiihg^ 
the wisest, the brKVCBty iJis mlMit 'nrtwMtt 
people, that have adorned any age or country ; 
dial that ^ic adrancod tbegloty of the: EngUsk 
nsmQ aBd thht'of 'her &im digni^ to »ifa«ig)it» 
which bat *D pbrkllel ia the onmlt of mit- «a- 



Mr. Diasv, vrho bdd been very attcdtivdto 
file leonTse of . thia debate, win tt:litt)e..diBip^ 
fbintad widi tbe canclusion of it. He UHn^t 
to haveaettled bis judgment of im reiga bf 
die iofomiattoD bis twb friends ibdald nfiiMcd 
bias. But hie foaod biua^f fatb«r pef^^wd 
1^ their alteroalionB, th*n -oonvinoed by tbein> 

* It «3s t)B« ctrrauoUAM tbat ffieAed td Wei^ most 
Milk Ae Loid Chaindlor Bacok ; ivho, la Ut »ti(M tMet, 
htft&cmi MMnoriam Elikmetssj aithi " Ulttd «ogit«i« 
duaq ceoie^^ in quali populo in^rium tenuerit : si enim in 
Palmyrenis, aut Asi^l Imbelli et molli regnum Bortifa es§et, 
minils miraDdum fiiisset — vertim in A^olia, natwuefero- 
cmimA et beUkotUtimi, omnia ex nutu fbemins moveri 
et cohU>eri potuissej iuhmam hbkito admwaxionbm 

■ABIT." 
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He ovrned, however, the pleasure ihey had 
^ren him ; and said, he had profited eo mudi 
at least by the occasion, that, for the future, 
he should conceive wiflj something less rere- 
rence of ibe great queen, and should proceed 
witli less fnt^udice to form his opioioa of her' 
duraoter and adraiuistratioD. 

Mr. AooisoN did not ,q)pear quite satisfied 
with this sceptical condunon ; and was goii^ 
to enfopce some things, which he thought had 
' been touched too slightly, when Dr- Arbuth- 
NOT took notice that their walk was now at an 
end ; the path, , tb^ had taken, having by this 
time brought them round again to the walls of 
the castle. Besides, be said, he found himself 
much wearied with this exercise ; though the 
warmth of debate, and the opportunities be 
took of resting himself at times, bad kept him 
from complaining of it. He proposed, there- 
fore, getting into the coach as soon as possible ; 
where, though the conversation was in tome 
sort resumed, there was nothing material 
enough advanced on either side to make it ne- 
cessary for me to continue this recital any fiirr 
ther. 
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ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. 



SIR JOHN MAYNARD, MR. S0MER3, 
BISHOP BURNET'. 



TO DR. TILLOTSON. . 

± HOUGH the principles of nature and com- 
mon sense do fully authorise resistance to the 
civil magistrate in extreme cases, and of course 
justify the late Revolution to every candid and 

A The subject of these BialogucSj o)i the English Con- 
ttitution, IB the most important in EngUth potidoa. — ^To 
dt« all the pusag«B (tOm eur bast natiiiuarieB and Usttx 
riana, out of which this woric waa ftimwd, and wbieh. lay 
before the writer in ccnnpa^ng it, would swell this velwuc 
to an immodeTtite size. It is enough to say, that nothii^ 
material is advanced in the course of the argument, but on 
the best authority. 
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DuMODK dispassionate man ; yet I am sensible, nay ex- 
cellent friend, there are many prejudices which 
hinder the glorious proceedings in that afl&ir 
from being seen' in tfcir true light, The prin- 
cipal of them, indeed, are founded on blse 
^8tem» o£-policyi and Uios^ tied down <m ihe 
consciences of men by wrong notions of reli- 
gion. And sQch as these, no doubt, through 
the experience of a better government, and a 
juster turn of thinking, which may be expected 
to pre^'ail in our times, will gradually &11 away 
of themselves. 

But there is another set of notions on this 
subject, not so easy to be discredited, and 
which are likely to keep their hold on the 
minds even of the more sober and considerate 
sort of men. /For whatever advantage the 
cause of liberty may receive from general rea- 
sonings on the origin and nature of civil go- 
vernment, the greater part of our countrymen 
will consider, and perhaps rightly, the inquiry 
into the oKiBtitution of t/mr o^n govemm^t, 
a» a quest)<« of factj that Qittft be tri^ by 
authorities, and ^precedents only ; .and decided 
at last by thercvidence of historical testimoi^, 
not by the.cpncIuBlQDS of [^losophy or poli-^ 
tical speculation. 
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Now, tlioofi^ we are agreed that this way of Dulocto 
nun^;iiig the controversy must, when folly and 
fairly pursued, be moch in &voar of the new 
settlement, yet neither, I think, is it for every 
man's handling, nor is the evidence resulting 
from it of a nature to'compel our assent. The 
argnment is formed on a vast variety of parti- 
cuhirs, to be collected only from a large and 
intimate acquaintance with the antiquities, 
laws, and usages of the kingdom. Our printed 
histories are not only very short and imperfect; 
but the original records, which- the curious 
have in their possesion, are either so obscure 
or so scanty, that a willing adversary hath 
always in readiness some objection, or some 
cavil at least, to oppose to the evidence that 
may be drawn from them. Besides, appear- 
ances, even in the plainest and most unques- 
tioned, parts of our histny, are sometimes so 
contradtctoty ; arising either from the tyranny 
of the prince, the neglect of the people, ot 
someother circumAance of the times ; and,- to 
crawn all, the question itself hath been so in- 
vt^ved by the disputations of prejudiced and 
designing men ; that the more intelligent in- 
quirer is almost at a loss to determine for 
himself, on which side the force of evidence 
lies. 
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J>tu^wK On this account I hare finqnentlT- thought 
with mytdf, tiiat a right good conotitutiohal 
BnrroKT of England would be the nobleit 
lernce that any man, duly qnalUied for die 
execution of such a work, could- render to hi* 
ooaDtry. For thot^h, as I said, ^e subject 
be obscure in itself, and perplexed by the sub* 
, tilties i^ich omtending parties have invented 
for the support of their several s^emes ; ytk, 
from all I have been able to observe in the 
course of my own reading, or conversatioaT 
there is little doubt but that the form of the 
English government hadi, at all titnes, been 
VREB. So that, if such a history were drawn 
up with sufficient care out of our authentic 
papers and public monuments, it would not 
only be matter of entertainment to the curious, 
but the greatest securi^ to every.EngUskman 
of his religious and civil rights. For what can 
be conceived, more likely- to preserve and per- 
petuate these rights, than the standing evi- 
dence which such a work would aSbrd, of 
the genuine sfHrit and temper of the consti- 
tutioD ? Of the principles of freedom \ on 

>> Hat 19, of the feudal Imc .■ whieli wu ooe of tlte 
subjects exi^ned bj' the bisb<^ to Ms rc^El fn^il the duba 
of Gloucttter: " I acquunted liim, says be, witb aD tbe 
grsat rerolutiong that had been in the world, and gave 
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I k was feniied, aoi) on nliieh it •faaAk' iH«^<x» ' 
bflSD contianBlIy and untfanaty canduottdp' 
Oar jrovth; nha at. present amuse themselvei. 
witb little more than &e militarjr part of our 
annak, would tbea hsTe an easy opfxtrtumty. 
of aeeing'to tbebottran of all our civil aad do* 
aoestic broils. XLiey would know on what pre- 
tences ^e fberogativi d- our kings hath 
sometimes aspired to exah itielf above con- 
trotil; and would learn to revere the magna- 
nimity of their forelathers, who as constantljr 
succeeded in their endeavoors to reduce it 
within the ancient limits and boundaries of the 
ijlw. In-a word, they would no longer rest on 
the surface and outside, as it were, of the ' 
English affairs, but would penetrate the in- 
terior parts of oor constitution ; and furnish 
themselves with a competent degree of ctvil and 
political wisdom ; the most solid fruit that can 
be gathered from the knowle<^ and experience 
of past times. 

And I am ready to think that such, a pro-' 
vision as thisj.fortheinstructioD of the^i^^A. 

h« a copious accouot of the Grttk aod Raman histories, 
and of Pi.utarch's Lives : tbo last thing 1 explained to 
him was the Gothic constitution, and the BstrEFiciAjtT 
iND FEUDAL LAWS." [HisT. o/ kU oum Timet, vol. it. 
p. 357. EdM. 175S.] 
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DuMovi yeuth, may be the more requisite^ on aeoodnt 
of that limited indeed, yet awfiil form of govam- 
ment, under which we live. For, besides the 
name, and other ensigns of majes^, in com- 
mon with those who wear the most despotic 
crown, the whole execution of our laws, and 
the active part of ^vemment, is in the hands 
of the prince. And thi^ pre-eminence gives 
him so respectable a figure in the eyes of his 
subjects, and presents him so constantly, and 
with such lu^re of authori^, to their minds, 
' that it is no wonder they are sometimes dis- 
posed to advance him, from the rank of fint 
magistrate of a free people, into that of supreme 
and sole arbiter of the laws. 

So that» unless these prejudiices are corrected 
by the knowledge of our constitutional history, 
there is constant reason to apprehend, not only 
that the royal author!^ inay stretch itself 
beyond due bounds ; but may grow, at length, 
into that enormous tyranny, from which this 
nation hath been at other times so happily, and 
now of late so wonderfully, redeemed. 

But 1 suflfer myself to be carried by diese re- 
flexions much further than' I designed. I would 
only say to you, that, having sometimes re- 
flected very seriously on this subject, it Was 
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with the highest pleasure. I heard it discoursed DtAioovm- 
of the otlier day by two c^ the most aocom-' 
pHshed lawyers of our age : the venerable. Sir 
JoHM Mavmabd, who, fcH* a loi^ course of 
years, hath mainlined the full credit and dig-' . 
nity of his profession ; and Mr. Somers, who, 
though a young man,' is rising apace, and 
with proportionable merits, into all the honours 
of it. 

I was very attentive, as you may suppose, to 
tiie progress of this remaritable conversation j 
and, as I had the honour to bear a full share in 
it myself, I may thp rather undertake to give 
you a particular account of it. I know the 
pleasure it will give you to see a subject, you 
have much at heart, and which we have fre- 
qufflitly talked over in the late times, thorougliiy 
canvassed, and cleared up, as I think it must 
be, to your entire satisfaetio:!}. 

It was witiiina day or two. after that great 
event, so pleasing to all true Englishmen, the 

CORONATION OF TMEIR MAJESTIES % that Mr. , 

Somers and I went, as we sometimes used, to 
pass an evening with our .excellent friend, my 

< (te April 11, ises. 
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piALoora Loni Commissioner •*. I shall not need to at- 
tempt his character to you> who know him so 
well. It is enough to say, that his faculties 
and spirits are, even, in this maturity of age, in 
great vigour. And it seems as if this joj'ful 
Revolution, so ^reeable to his hopes and prin- 
cifdes, had given a fresh spring and elasticity to 
both. 

The conversation of course turned on the 
late august ceremony ; the ibention of which 
awakened a sort of rapture in the good old 
man, which made him overflow in lus medi' 
tations upon it. Seeing us in admiration of the 
zeal which transported him, " Bear with nie, 
said he, my young friends. Age, you know, 
hath its privilege. And it may be, I use it 
somewhat unreasonably. But ], who have 
seen the prize of liberty contending for through 
half a century, to 6nd it obtained at last by a 
method so sure, and yet so unexpected, do 
you think it possible that I should contain 
myself on such an occasion f Oh, if ye had 
Tived with me in those days, when such mighty 
struggles were made for public freedom, when 
so many wise counsels miscarried, and so many 

d Of the^ireat seal-rTbe other lavryers in conmissiaa 
were KxcK and lUwLiHtON. 
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generous enterprises concluded' but in the con- Duiooin 
firmation of lawless tyranny j if, I say, yehad 
lived in those days, and now at length were able 
to contrast with me, to the tragedies that were 
then acted, this safe, this bloodless, this 
complete deliverance : I am mistaken, if the 
youngest of you could reprove me for this joy, 
which makes me think I can never say enough 
on so delightful a subject 



BF. BURNET. 

Reprove you, my lord ? Alas ! we are nei- 
ther of us 80 unexperienced in what hath passed 
of late in these kingdoms, as not to rejoic6 
with ybu to the utmost for this astonishing de- 
liverance. You know I might boast of being 
among the first that wished for, i will not say 
projected, the measures by which it hath been 
accomplished. And for Mr. Soubrs, the church 
oi England will tell 



MR. 80MERS. 

I confess, my warmest wishes have ever 
gone along with those who conducted this noble 
enterprise. And I pretend to as sincere a 
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DwLoan pleasure as any man, in the completion of it. 
Yet, if it were not unreasonable at such a 
time, I mi^t be tempted to mention one cir- 
.cumstance, which, I knovr not how, a little 
abates the joy of thae triumphant gratutati<ms. 



SIR 3. MATNARD. 

Is not the settlement then to your mind? Or 
hath any precaution been neglected, which you 
think necessary for the more effectual security 
of our liberties? 

MR. SOMERS. 

Not that. I think the provision for the 
people's right as ample as needs be desired. 
Or, if any further restrictions on the crown be 
thought proper, it will now be easy for the 
people, in a r^lar parhamentary way, to effect 
it. What r mean is a consideration of much 
more importance. 



The pretended prince of Wales, you think, 
will be raising some disturbance, or alarm at 
kast, to the new government. I believe, I 
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may take tipon me to give yoa pepfect aatia- "i*^^^ 
faction upon that subject '. 



Mr. somers. 

Still- yoar conjeCtDres fall short or wid^ « 
my flieaiiing. Our ne»r Maoka CrtAHXA, as 
I loTfi to call tlie Declaration of' Rights, seema 
a sufficient barrier against any future encroach- 
ments -ot the caow**. And I think, the pre- 
tended ^mce of WkLES, whateveil be deter^ 
mined of his birth, a mere phantom, that may 
amuae, and perhaps disquiet, the weaker sort 
for a while; but, if left to itself, will BoOn 
vanish out of the minds of the PEortB. Not 
but I allow that even so thin a pretence as thifl 
may, some time or other, be conjured up to 
disturb the government. But it must be, when 
a certain set of principles are called in aid to 
support it. And, to -save you the farther 
tUMible of guesfiing, ] <^]i f^ely tell you, what 
those principles are. — You will see, irfthem, 

" This was a tavovoke nlJKt «4th our good bishop ; 
and how qualified he was to discuss it, even id its minutest 
partknilarities, may be learnt from his hbtory at large. 

f It wa$ not thus left io iUey, but was.nuned and fcs' 
tercd with, great care by the preachers o£ divine mdtfeasible 
hereditary right, io tHis ai^d (he foDottina; reign. 
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DiAboaui the groimd of my present feus and apprdien- 

sions. 

It might be ims^ined that so necessaiy a 
Revolution, as diat which hath taken place, 
would sufficiently approve itself to all reason- 
able men. And it appears, in feet, to have 
done so, now that the public injuries are fresh* 
and the general resentment of them strong and 
lively. But it too often happens, that when 
the evil is once removed, it is presently forgot- 
ten: and in matters of government especially, 
where the people rarely think till they are 
made to feet, when the grievance is taken away, 
the false system easily returns, and sometimes. 
with redoubled force, which had given birth 
to it 

BP. BURNET. 

One can readily admit the piincij^es. But 
the conclusion, you propose to draw from 
t^iem-*- 

ME. SOMERS. 

This very important one, ** That, if the late 
change of government was brought about, and 
can be defended only, on the principles o£ 
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liberty ; the settlement, introduced by itj cui Dtuoavc ; 
be thought secure qo longer diaa while those 
principles are rightly understood, and generally 
admitted." 



BP. BURNET. 



But what reason is there to apprehend that 
these principles, so commonly professed and 
publickly avowed, will not continue to be kept 
up in fiiU vigour } 



MR. SOHERi. 



I doubt, they are so commonly 
and publiekly avowed, only to serve a pre- 
sent turn; and not because they come' from 
the heart, or are entertained cm any just ground 
of conviction. 



BP. BURNET. 

Very likely : and considering the pains that 
have been taken to possess the minds of men 
with other notions of government, the wonder 
is, how they came to be entertained at all. Yet 
surely the experience of better times may be 
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TiujMcm expected to do much. Men will of coune 
think more juHtly on these subjects in pn^r^ 
^n M they find themeelves more ha}i^. 
And thus the principles, which, as you say, 
were first pretended to out of necessity, will 
be followed out of ehoicej and bound upon 
them by the conclusions of their own ref^son. 



HE. SOBURS. 

I wish your lordship be not too sanguiiK m 
these expectations. It is not to be conceived 
how insensible the peqJe are to the blessings 
they enjoy, and how easily they forget their 
past miseries. So that, if their principles have 
not taken deep root, I woitkl not anbwer lor 
their continuing much longer than it served 
their purpose to i^e a abew of tbem. . 



SIR J. UAYNARO. 

I must confess, that all my experience of' 
mankind inclines me to ihia opinion. I could 
relate to you some sb'ange instances of the sort 
Mr. SoMERS hints at. But after all. Sir, yon 
4o not indulge these ai^irehensioas, on account 
pf the general fickleness of human mtare. Yoa 
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lutve some more particnlar reasons for con- Di*^"* 
duding that the sjrBtem of liberty, which hath 
worked such wonders of latCj is not likely to 
maintain its ground amongst us. 



MR. SOHBRS. 

I haVe: and I was going to exjAain thoce 
reasons, if my lord of Salisbury had not a 
little diverted me from the jmrsuit of them. 

It ia vety notorious from the common dis- 
course of men even on- this great occasion (and 
I wish it had nftt appeared too evidently in the 
delates of the houses), that very many of us 
have but crude notions of the form of govern- 
ment under ^which we live, and which hath 
been transmitted to us from our forefathers. I 
have met with persons of no mean rank, and 
supposed to be well seen in the history of the 
kingdom, who ^peak a very strange language. 
They allow, indeed, that something was to be 
done in the perilous circumstances into which 
we hwi fiillen. Btti, when they come to ex- 
plain diemwlves, it is in a way that leaves us 
no r^ht to do any thing ; at least, not what it 
was feund eKpedient for the nation to do at 
tbU juncture, Fbr they contend in so many 
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w<»^s, " £bat the crown of England is ahso^ 
lute ; that the form of government is an entire 
and simple monarchy; and that so it hath 
continued to be in everj period of it down t» 
the Abdication : that the CoNauEsnr, at least, 
to ascend no higher^ invested the first Wil- 
UAU in absolute dominion; that from him it 
devolved of course upon his successors; and 
&at all the pretended rights of the people, the 
Great Charters of ancient and modem date, 
were mere usurpations on the prince, extorted 
from him by the necessity of his a6&irs, and 
revocable at his pleasure : nay, they insinuate 
that parliaments themselves were the creatures 
of his will ; that their privileges were all de- 
rived from the sovereign's grant ; and that they 
made no part in the original frame and texture 
of the English government. 

In sup[>ort of this extraordinary system, tb^ 
refer us to the constant tenor of our history. 
They speak of the Conqueror, as proprietary 
of the whole kingdom : which accordingly, 
they say, he parcelled out, as he saw fit, in 
grants to bis Norman and English subjects) 
that, through his partial consideration of the 
church, and an excessive liberality to his ia-i 
voured servants, this distribution was to ill 
made, as to give occasion to all the broils and 
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contentioas that ftJlowal: that the church- Ouwon 
men b^n their unnatural claim of independ- 
ency on the crown; in which attempt tiiey 
Tvere soon followed by the encroaching and too 
powerful barons : that, in these stru^les, many 
flowers of the crown were rudely torn from i^ 
till a sort of truce was made, and the rebellious 
humour somewhat composed, by the extorted 
articles of Running-mede : that these confu- 
sions, however, were atterwards renewed, and 
even increased, by the contests of the two 
iiouses of YoBK and Lancaster: but that. 
Upon the union of the roses in the person of 
Henby VII, these commotions were finally 
appeased, and the crown restored to its ancient 
dignity and lustre : that, indeed, the usage of 
parliaments, with some other forms of popular ■ 
administration, which had been permitted in 
the former irregular reigns, was continued; but 
of the mere grace of the prince, and without 
any consequence to his prerogative : that sue- ■ 
ceeding kings, and even Henry himself, con- 
sidered themsdves as possessed of an imperial 
crown ; and that, though they might some- 
times condescend to take the advice, they were ' 
absolutely above the control, of the people: in 
short, that the law itself was but the will of th^ 
prince, declared in parliament ; or rather so- 
l«ninly. received and attested there, for the 
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piAioecE better information and more etittre obe<KerK* 
of the subject. 

This they deliver as a just and feir acfcount 
of thfe Engtisk government ; - the genius of 
which, they say, is absolute and despotic itt 
the highest degree ; is much 90,- at least, at 
that of any other monarch in Europe. Thef 
aaV, with an air of insult, what restraint out 
Hemry VIII, and our admired Elizabeth, 
would ever auflfer to be put on their preroga- 
tive ; and they mention with derisian the 'fancy 
of dating the. high pretensions (if the crown 
from the accession of the Stuart family. They 
affirm, that James I, and his son, aimed only 
to continue the government on the footing on 
which they -had received it ; that ' theifr m> 
tions of it were authorized by constant ftwjt; by 
the evidence of our hwtdries ; by the lafiguage 
<A parliaments ; by. the concurrent aense of 
every order of men aiirongst us : and that what 
followed in the middle of this .century was the 
mere effect of populab, as many former dis^ 
orders bad been of PATRlctAN, violence.- In a 
Word, they oonchide witti saying, that the t)M 
government revived again at the Resttoration, 
jbst as, in like circomstances, it had done be- 
fore at tlie UNION of the two houses: that, in 
ttuth,' the' voluntary desertion of the latel^iflg 
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had given a colour to the-inaovation of the Piamcus 
present year ; but that, till this new settlement 
wai made, the English constitution, as im- 
plying something difierent from pure mo- 
napchy, was an unintelli^gible notion, or rather 
a mere whimsy, that had not the least foundar 
tioa in truth or history." 

This is a summary of the doctrines, which, 
I doubt, are too current amongst us. I do not 
apeak of the bigoted adherents to the late king ; 
but of many cooler and more disinterested men, 
whoie religions principles, as I suppose (for it 
appears it could not be their political), had 
engaged thein to concur in the new settlement. 
You will judge, then, if there be not i-eason 
to apprehend much mischief from the preva- 
lence and propagation of such a system : a sys- 
tem, which, as being, in the language of the 
patrons of it, founded lipon Jact, is the more 
likely to impose upon the people; and, as re- 
ferring to the practice of ancient times, is not ' 
for every man's confiitation. I repeat it, there- 
fore ; if this notion of the despotic form of our 
government beco'me general, I tremble to think 
what effect it may hereafter produce on the 
mind* of men ; especially, when joined to that 
Iklse tenderness, which the people of England 
are so ^t to entertain for their princes, even 
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DuuMjDK the Worst of them, under misfortune. I might 
further observe, that this prerogative system 
hath a direct tendency to produce, as well as 
^ heighten, this compassion to the sovereign. 
And I make no scruple to lay it before you 
with all its circumstances, because I know to 
whom I speak, and that I could not have 
wished for a better opportunity of hearing it 
confuted. 

SP. BURNET. 

I must own, though I was somewhat unwit'- 
Hng to give way to such melancholy apprehen- 
sions at this time, I thmk with Mr. Somers, 
there is but too much reason to entertain them. 
Tor my own part, I am apt to look no further 
for the right of the.I^islature to settle the go- 
•vemment in their own way, than their own 
free votes and resolutions. For, being used to 
consider all political power as coming ori^nally 
from the people, it seems to me but fitting that 
they should dispose of that power for their 
own use, in what hands, and under what con- 
ditions, they please. Yet, as much r^ard is 
due to established forms and ancient prescrip- 
tion, I think the matter of /act of great con- 
sequence ; and, if the people in genera) should 
once conceive of it according to this representa- 
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tton, I diouldbe very anxious for theissue of bo 
dangerous an 0]>inioa. I must needs^ there- 
fore, join very entirely with Mr. Somers, in 
ivishing to hear the whole subject canvassed, 
or rather 6nally determined, as it must be, if 
Sir John Maynard will do us the pleasure to 
acqu^nt us what his sentiments are upon it. 



SIR J. MAYNARD. 

Truly, my good friends, you have opened a 
very notable cause, and in good form. Only, 
methinks, a little less solemnity, if you had so 
pleased, might have better suited the occasion. ~ 
Why, I could almost laugh, to hear you talk 
of fears and dangers from a phantom of your , 
own raising. I certainly believe the comm<Hi 
proverb belies us ; and that old age is not that 
dastardly thing it hath been represented. For, 
instead of being terrified by this conceit of a - 
prescriptive right in our sovereigns to tyran- 
size over the subject, 1 am ready to think the 
contrary ^ evident from the constant course -of 
our history, that the simplest of the peopla 
are in no hazard of falling into the dehision. I 
should rather have apprehended mischief from 
other quarters ; from the influence of certain 
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BIM.OOTIB speculative points, which have been too sue* 
coBfulIy propagated of late ; and chiefly from 
those pernicious glosses^ which too many of 
my order have made on the letter of the law, 
and too many of yours, my lord of Salisbury, 
on that of the gospel. Trust me, if the matter 
once came to a question of fact, and the in- 
quiry be only concerning ancient form and 
precedent, the decison will be in our favour. 
And for yourselves, 1 assure myself, this de- 
cision is already made. But -since yon are 
willing to put me upon the task, and we have 
leisure enough for such an amusement, I shall . 
very readily undertake it. And the rather, as 
I have more than once in my life had occasion 
to go to the bottom of tills inquiry ; and now 
very lately have tafken a pleasure to reflect on 
the general evidence which history affords of 
rfuirfree constitution, and to review the scattered 
hints ^nd passages I had formerly set down for 
my private satisfaction. 

" I understand the question to be, not 
under what form the government hath" ap 
peared at some particular conjunctures, but 
what we may conclude it to have be«i from 
the general current and tenor of our histories. 
More particularly, I conceive, you would ask, 
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not whether the administrcUism hath not at Dim^u* 
some seasons been dbspotic, but whether the 
genius of the government hath not at all times 
been free. Or, if you do not think the 
tennst in which I propose the question, strict 
enough, you will do well to state it in your 
own way, that hereafter we may have no dis- 
pute about it. 



BP. BUENET. 

I suppose, the question, as here put, is de- 
terminate Mioagh for our purpose. — Or, have 
you, Mr. Somers^ any exceptions to make to 
it? 

MR. SOMERS. 

I believe we understand eath other perfectly 
well ; the question being only this, " Whether 
there be any ground in history, to conclude' 
that the prince hath a constitutional claim to 
absolute uncontrolable dominion ; or, whether 
the liberty of the subject be not essential to 
every different form, under which the Engtisk 
government hath appeared ?" 
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V. 

SIR J. HATMARD. 

Yon expect of me then to shew, in opposi- 
tion to the scheme just noiv delivered by you, 
that neither from the original constituticm of 
the government, nor from the various forms 
(for they have, indeed, been various) under 
which it hath been administered, is there any 
reason to infer, that the EngHsh monarchy 
is, or of right ough6 to be> despotic and un- 
limited. 

Now this I take to be the easiest of all un- 
dertakings; so very easy, that I could trust a 
plain man to determine the matter for himself 
by the light that o£^8 itself to him from the 
slightest of our histories. Tis true, the deeper 
bis researches go, his conviction will be the 
clearer ^ as any one may see by dipping into 
my friend Nat. BaPon's diBcourses ; where our 
free constitution is set forth with that evidence, 
as must for ever have silenced the patnms of 
the other side, if he had not allowed himself 
to strain some things b^ond what ^ the truth, 
or indeed his cause, required. But, saving to 
myself the benefit of his elaborate woHt,. I 
think it sufficient to take notice, that the sy^ 
tern of liberty is supported even byjthat short 
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sketch of our history, which Mr. Somers hath diamqu* 
laid before us ; and in spite of the disguises, 
with which, as he tells us, the enemies of 
liberty have endeavoured to cloak it. 

You do not, I am sure, expect from me, 
that I should go back to the elder and more 
remote parts of our history ; that I should take 
upon me to investigate the scheme of govern^ - 
ment, which hath prevailed in this kingdom 
from the time that the Roman power departed 
from us ; or that I should even lay myself out 
in delineating, as many have done, . the plan of 
the Saxon constitution : though sucli an at- 
tempt might not be unpleasing, nor altc^ther 
without its use, as the principles of the Saxon 
policy, and in some respects^ the _^nw of it, 
have been constantly kept up in every succeed- 
, ing period of , the English monarchy. I con- 
tent myself with observing, that the spirit of 
liberty was predominant in those times : and, 
for proof of it, appeal at present only to one 
single circumstance, which you will think re- 
markable. Our Saxon ancestors conceived so 
little of government, by the will of the magis- 
trate, without fixed laws, that Laga, or Leaga, 
which in their language first and properly sig- 
'nified the same as Law with us, was ^rans- 
V 2 
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ttuM^m ferred « veiy naturally {for language always 
coDformfi itself to the geniua, temper, and man- 
ners of a nation) to signify a country, district, 
or province ; these good people having no no* 
tion of any inhabited country not governed by 
laws, l^us D^NA-LAOA; Merkena-laga ; 
and Westsexena-laga, were not only used in 
their laws and history to signify the laws of the 
Danes, Mercians, and ffest-Saxons, but the 
countries likewise. Of which usage I could 
produce to you many instances, if I did qot 

C This casual remark aeenw to determine a £uooub dis- 
pute among the Antiquariea on the subject before us. 
1 Bishop NicoLsoN attended so little to this tralatetious use 

of wcwda, in which all languages abound, that frndiDg 
Laoa in Mveral places sigpnified « country, be would nxda 
have ic that Camdbm, Lambakdi, Sfblhan, Cowbll, 
Selorn, and all our beat Antiquarin. were mistaken, 
nhen they supposed Laga ever signified, in the compo- 
Bitions here mentioned, a laa. However, his adversaries 
among the Antiquaries were even with him ; and finding; 
that Laga, in these compositions, did signify a law in seve- 
ral places of our ancient laws, historians, and lawyers, 
deny that it ever signifies a eomttry. Each indeed had a 
coB^derable object in view ; the one was bent on over- 
throwing a system ; the other on supporting it ; namely, 
that &mouB threefolS body of laws, the Danith, Marciim, 
and Wett-Saxon. It muat be onned, the bishop could not 
overthrow the common system, without running into bii 
extreme : it seems, his opponents might have suj^ited It' 
without running into theirs. 
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presume that, for so small a matter as this, my Di*^« 
Hkere word might be taken. 

You see then how folly the' spirit of liberty 
possessed the very language of our Saxon fore- 
fothers. And it might well do so ; for it was 
of the essence of the Gentian constitutions ; a 
just notion of which (so uniform was the genius 
of -the brave people that planned them) may be 
gathered, you know, from what the Roman 
historians, and, above all, from what Tacitub 
hath recorded of them. 

But I forbear so common a topic : and, be- 
sides, I think myielf acquitted of this task, by 
the prudent method, which the defenders of 
the regal power have themselves taken in con- 
ducting this controversy. For, as Conscious of 
the testimony which the Saxon times are ready 
to bear against them, they are wise enough to 
lay the foundation of their system in the CoN- 
auEST. They look no higher than that event 
for the origin of the constitution, and think 
they have a notable advantage over us in de- 
diicing their notion of the English government 
from the form it took in the hands of the jVor- 
man invader. But is it not pleasant to hear 
these men calumniate the improvements that 
have been made from time to time in the plan 
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of our dvil constitution with the name of iwim*-- 
pations, when they are not ashamed to erect the 
constitution itself on what they must esteem, at 
least, a great and manifest usurpation ^ 



BP. BURNET. 

CowauEST, I suppose, in their opinion, gives 
right. And since an inquiry into the on^n 
of a constitution requires that we fix sometohere, 
considering the vast alterations introduced by 
tiie Conquest, and'that we have never pretended 
to reject, but only to improve and complete, the 
duke of Normandy's establishment ; I believe 
it may be as proper to set out from that sera 
as from any other. - 



SIR J. HAVNARD. 

Your lordship does not imagine that I ani 
about to excuse myself from closing with them, 
even on their own terms. I intended that ques- 
tion only as a reproach to the persons we hare 
to deal with ; who, when a successful event 
makes, or but seems to make, for their idol of 
an absolute monarchy, call it a regular esta- 
blishment : whereas a revolution brought about 



,z.ci-GoogIc 



TRB mCLISH GOVERMMEMT. 311 

by the justest means, if the caose of liberty re- dialmub 
cetve an adrontage by it, shall be reviled by the 
name of usurpation. But let them employ 
what names they please, provided their facts bs 
well grounded. We will allow them to dignify - 
the Norman settlement with the title of CON- 
STiTUTtON, What follows i That despotisfh 
wasof theessmceof thatcoostitatioa? So they 
telt UB indeed ; but without one word of pnx^i 
for the assertion. For what 1 do they think the 
name of conquest, or even the thing, implies 
an absolute unlimited dominion ? Have they 
foi^otten that Wiluaa^'s claim to the crown 
vras, not conquest (though it enabled him to 
Mipport his claim), but testamentary succes- 
sion :. a title very much in the taste of that 
time *, and extremely reverenced by our Saxon 
ancestors ? That, even waving this specious 
claim, he condescended to accept the crown, 
as a free gift ; and by his coronation-oath sub- 
mitted himself to ^e same terms of adminis- 
tration, as his predecessors ? And that, in one 
word, he confirmed the Saxon laws, at least 
before he had been many years in possession of 
his new dignity'. ' 

b See HUlorical Law-TTiu:ts, vol. i. p. 294. 
f MiLTOV did not foi^t to ohaane, in bia Tenure of 
km$i and magutratei. That Wiu.iam tbe Norman, though 
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D»*^™ , Is there any thing in all this that forours the 
notion of his erecting himself, by the sole vir- 
tue of his victory at Hastings, into an abso- 
lute lord of the conquered country? Is it not 
certain that he bound himself, as far as oaths 
and declarations could bind' him, to govern ac- 
cording to law; that he could neither touch 
Ae honours nor estates of his subjects but by 
l^al trial ; and that even the many forfeitures 
in his reign are an evidence of his proceeding 
in that method ? 

Still we are told " of his parcelling out the 
whole land, upon his own terms, to his fol- 
lowers ;** and are insulted " with his famous 
institution of feudal tenures." But What if the 
former of these assertions be foreign to the 
purpose at least, if not false ; and the latter 
subversive of the very system it is brought to 
establish ? I think, I have reason for putting 
both these questions. For, what if he parcelled 
out most, or all, of the 'lands of England to 
his followers ? The fact has been much dis- 
puted. But be it, as they pretend, that the 
property of all the soil in the kingdom had 

8 Conqueror, nqd not Unsworn at hii Coronation, was 
compelled a second time to take, oath at St. Albans, era 
the people would be brought to yidd obedience. Vol. 1, 
pf hit Prone works, 4to, ITM. p. 345. 
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changed hands : What is that to us, who ekim Di*«»if« 
under our Norman, as well as Sa^on, ancestors? 
For the question, you" see, is about the forih 
of government settled in this nation at the time 
of the Conquest. And they argue with us; 
from a supposed act of tyranny in the Conque- 
ror, in order to come at that settlement. The 
Saxons, methinks, might be injured, oppressed, 
enslaved ; and yet the constitution, transmitted 
to us through his own Normans, be perfectly 
frep. 

But their other allegation is still more un- 
fortunate. " He instituted, they say, the feudal- 
law." True. But the feudal law, and .absolute 
dominion, are two things ; and, what is okh^, 
perfectly incompatible. 

I take upon me to say, that I shall make out 
this point in the clearest manner. In the mean 
time, it may help us to understand the nature 
of the feudal establishment, to consider the - 
practice of succeeding times. What that was, 
our adversaries themselves, if you please, shall 
inform us. Mr. Sqmers hath told their story 
very feirly ; which yet amounts only to this, 
" That, throughout the Norman and Planta- 
genet lines, there was one perpetual contest 
between the prince and his feudatories for law 
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ViujMum and liberty :** an evident proof of the light in 
which our forelatfien r^rded the Norman con- 
stitution. In the competition of the tvro Roses, 
and perhaps before, they lost Bi^t indeed of 
this prize. Bat no sooner was the public 
tranqtiilli^ re8t;ored, and the contending claims 
united in Hbnrt VII. than the old spirit re- 
vived. A legal constitution became the con- 
stant object of the people ; and, thou^ not 
always avowed, was, in effect, as constantly 
submitted to by the sovereign. 

It may be true, perhaps, that the ability of 
one prince', the imperious carriage of anotAer', 
and tiie generous intrigues of a third ■" ; but, 
above all, thecondition of the times, andasense 
of former miseries, kept down tiie spirit of li- 
berty for some reigns, or diminished, at least, the 
force and vigour of its operations. But a pas- 
sive subjection was never acknowledged, cer- 
tainly never demanded as a matter of right, till 
Elizabeth now and then, and King James, 
by talking continually in this strain, awakened 
the national jealousy j which proved so uneasy 
to himself, and, in the end, so latal to his 
fomily. 

k HxNRT VII. I Hmv V1I1. 

■n EtIZABlTB, 
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I cannot allow myself to mention these things dialovvs 
more in detail to you, who have so perfect a 
knowledge of them. One thing only I insist 
upon, that, without connecting the system of 
liberty with that of jncrogative m our notion 
of the English government, ^e tenor of oui* 
. history is perfectly unintelligible ; and that no 
consistent account cati he given of it, but on 
the supposition of a legal umited consti 

TUtlON. 

MR. SOMERS. 

Yet that constitution, it will be thought, was 
at least ill defined, which could ^ve occasion to 
so many fierce disputes, and those carried on 
through 8o long a tract of time, between th« 
crown and the subject. 



SIR J. MAVNARD. 

The fault, -if there was one, lay in the ori-r 
ginal plan of the constitution itself; as yon will 
clearly see when I have opened the nature of it, 
that is, when I have explained the genius,, 
views, and consequences of the feudal policy. 
It must, however, be affirmed, that this policy 
was founded in the principles of freedom, and 
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nuiaou* „2^^ in truth, excellently adapted to an active, 
fierce, and military, people; such as were all 
those to whom tiiese western parts of Europe 
have been indebted for their civil constitutions. 
But betwixt the burdensome services imposed 
on the subject by this tenure, or which it gave 
at least the pretence of exacting from him, and 
the too great restraint which an unequal and dis- 
proportioned allotment of feuds to the greater 
barons laid on the sovereign ; but above all, by 
narrowing the plan of liberty too much ; and, 
while it seemed to provide for the dependency of 
the prince, on one part of his subjects, by leav- 
ing both him and them in a condition to exer- 
cise an arbitrary -dominion over all others : - 
hence it came to pass that the feudal poli<7 
naturally produced the struggles and convul- 
sions, you spoke of, till it was seen in the end 
to be altogether unsuited to the circumstances 
of a rich, civilized, and commercial people. 
The event was, that the inconveniences, per- 
ceived in this form of government, gradually 
inade way for the introduction of a better; 
which was no<^ however, so properly a new 
form, as the old one amended and set right ; 
cleared of its mischiefs and inconsistencies, but 
conducted on the same principles as the former, 
and pursuing the same end, though by difl*erent 
methods. 
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It is commonly raid, "That the feudal te- dui^ 
nures were introduced at the Conquest." But 
how. are we to understand this assertion ? Cer- 
tainly, not aa if the whole system of militaiy 
services had been created by the Conqueror ; 
for they were essential to all the Gothic or 
German constitutions. We may suppose then, 
that tb^ were only new-moddled by this great 
prince. And who can doubt that the form, 
which was now given to them, would be copied 
from that which the Norman had seen estab- 
lished in his own country r It would be copied 
then from the proper feudal form ; the es- 
sence of which consisted in the perpetuity 
of the feud"; whereas these militarytenures 
had been elsewhere temporary only, or re- 
vocable at the will of the lord. 

But to enter fully into the idea of the feudal 
constitution ; to see at what time, and in what 
manner, it fras introduced : above all, to com- 
prehend the reasons that occasioned this great 
change ; it will be convenient to look back to 
the estate of France, and especially of Nor- 
, where this constitution had, for some 
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DuM«a> 3rearS) taken place before it tnu transferred to 
UB at dke Conquest. 

Under the first princes i>f the Carlovingian 
line, the lands of France were of two kinds, 

ALLODIAL, and BBNEFICIARY. Ihe allofhal, 
were estates of inheritance; the persons pos- 
sessing them, were called Hommes libres. 
The beneficiary, were held by grants from Ihe 
crown. The persons- holding immediatdy un- 
der the emperor, were called Leudbs ; the 
sub-tenants. Vassals. 

Further, the allodial lands were alienable, ^ 
well as hereditary. The beneficiary were pro- 
perly neither, "^hey were held for life, or a 
term of years, at the will of the lord, and re- 
terted to him on the expiration of the term for 
which they were granted. 

- I do not stay to explain these institutions 
minutely. It is of more importance to see the 
alterations that were afterwards made in them. 
And the FIRST will be thought a sti^nge one. 

The possessors of allodial lands, in France, 
were desirous to have them changed into te- 
nures. They who held of the crown in capile 
were entitied to some distinctions and privil^es, 
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which the slloditl lords wished to obtain ; and dumovx 
therefore manyvof them surrendered their lands 
to the emperor, and received them a^n of 
him, in the way of tenure. This practice had 
taken place qiccasionally from the earliest times : 
but under Charles the Bald, it became almost 
general ; and J'ree-men not only choac to hold 
of the emperor, but of other lords. This last 
was first allowed, in consequence of a treaty 
between the three brothers, after the battle of 
FimteM^ in 847. 

But these free-men were not so iH<advised 
as to make their estates precarious, or to ac- 
cept a life estate instead of an inheritance. ■ It 
was requisite they should hold for a perpe- 
- tuity. And this I take to have been the true 
origin of hereditary feuds. Most probably, in 
those dan^rous times, little people could not 
be safe without a lord to protect them : and 
the price of this protection was the change of 
propriety into tenure. 

The sxcoND change washy a law made under 
the same emperor in the year 877, the last of 
bis reign. It was then enacted, that bene- 
ficiary estates held under the crown should de- 
scend to the sons of the present possessors : ~ 
yet not, as I conceive, to th^ eldest son ; hut 
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DiAtMOK to him whom the emperor should chuse : nor 
did this law aSEect the estates only, but offices^ 
which had hitherto been also beneficiary ; and 
so the sons of counts, marquises, ^. (which 
were all names of offices, not titles of honour) 
were to succeed to the authority of their fa^er^ 
and to the benefice annexed to it. The new 
feuds, created in allodial lands, had, I sup- 
pose,' m^le the emperor's tenants desirous of 
holding on the same terms : and the weakness 
of the reigning prince enabled them to suc- 
ceed in this first step, which prepared the 
way for a revolution of still more importance. 
For, 

The THIRD change, by which the inheritance 
of beneficiary lands and oflioes was extended to 
perpetuity, and the possession rendered almost 
independent of the crown, was not, we may 
be sure, effected at once, but by degrees. The 
family of Charlemagne lost the empii-e : they 
resisted with great -difficulty the incursions of 
the Normans; and, in the year 91 1, Nor- 
mandy was granted to them as an hereditary 
fee. The great lords made their advantage of 
the public calamities ; th^ defended the king 
on what terms they pleased ; if not complied 
with in their demands, they refused their as- 
sistance in tlie most critical conjunctures : uid 
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tiefore the accession of IfuoH Capet, had en- Diawow 
tirely shaken off their dependence on the crown. 
For it is, I think, a Vulgar inistake to say^ 
that this great resolution was the effect of 
Hugh's policy. On the contrary, the inde- 
pendence of the nobles, already acquired, was, 
as it seems to' me, the cause of his success. 
The prince had no authority left, but over his 
own 'demesnes ; which were less considerable 
than the possessions of some of his nobles. 
Hugh had one of the largest fiefs : and -for this 
reason, his usurpation added to the power of 
the crown, instead of lessening it, as is com- 
monly ima^ned. But to bring back the feuds 
of the other nobles to their former precarious 
condition was a thing impossible : his authority 
was partly supported by superior wisdom, and 
partly by superior strength, his vassals being 
more numerous than those of any other lord. 

I cannot tell if these foreigners, when they 
adopted the feudal plan, were immediately 
aware of all the consequences of it. An here- 
ditary tenure was, doubtless, a prodigious ac- 
quisition ; yet the advantage was something 
counter-balanced by the great number of im- 
positions which the nature of the change 
brought with it. These impositions are what, 
in respect of the lordi are called his rnurra of 

VOL. Ill- X 
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Lip, and oth?r services: and were the aeces- 
saiy ctni?^uenpe of th^ king's partipg with 
his arbitrary disposal of these tenure^, ^'or 
now that th<! right of inheritanf^^ was in the 
tenant, it seepied but reagpnable, and, without 
this provision^ the f^Mdal pohcy cou|d npt 
liavg oibtainsd it^ end, that th^ prinpe, ii^ th^se 
seye^ vmyi:^ should s^c^ire to. hiinself the i^or 
np(^^, safety, an,d defen,c^, which the, V^iy iia- 
tur^ of the constitution impJied and' int^nd^ 
Hence hereditary feuds yvere ypry reasonabljj 
cIo^«d with the obligations I have m;entio.ped{ 
whichj though trifling in coDipariGo.^ with the 
disa,^yantages of a precarious tfxmre, we^e 
yet {it least some check' on the iiidp peodency 
-»cciuired,. However, these servicesa which w;ere 
due to the king under the pew mpd,el, w:e^ 
also due to the tenant in chief from those whfl 
held of him by the like tenure. And so the 
baronSj or great prc^rietaries of landj con- 
sidering more perhaps the suhj^ection ff ttieir 
own vassals, than that by which themselves 
were bound' to their sovereign, reckoned these 
burdens as nothing, with respect; to what they ' 
had ^ned by an hereditary succession,. 

The example of these Frerfch feud^taries, 
we may suppose, would be catching. We ae- 
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cordingly find it followed, in due time, ifa &er- »i*w«tfie 
many ; where Conrad II. " grants the Kke 
privilege of successive ^tenures, and at tixi 
pressing instance of his tenants. 

I thought it material to remind you of thoe 
thinga; because they pToVe the feudal insti- 
tution on the continent to have been favour- 
able to the Cause of liberty; and fcecaUsg it 
will abate oar wondet to And it so ifeadily ac- 
cepted and rabmitted to here in Ehgland. 



The aecoUiOf yoo have gS*en, and,- I dar^ 
say, very truly, of the origin of feuds in Pi-dnci 
and Germany j is such as shews them to have 
been an^ extension of the people's liberty. 
There k tto qu^Midn that heredifary dlienttUd 
estates have vtistly thi^ pr^reAce to beanefieiairy.' 
Bat th« ease, I susptet, Wa^ difibrenit with iM 
fri England. The g^t offices if ft*te, in^ 
deckf, iA this- eoufttty, as well as' in Ft^t^bei 
weft! beneBokry. Bue, if I do not mi^talbe,- 
Aifr Itm^fr of the irigikH^ tiitde^ only' dW 
dhuret^laAd^ wei<^ all t^Iodital. And tcaitHloi 

X3 
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puLOGOB think it couldbe for the benefit of the English 
to change their old Saxon possessions, subject 
' only to the famous triple obligation, for these 
new and burdensome t^ures. 



SIR J. MAYNARD. 

Strange as it may appear, we have yet seen 
that the JFi-enck did not scruple to make that 
exchange even of their allodial estates. But to 
be fair, there was a great difference, as you 
well obierve, in the circumstances of the two 
people. All the lands in England were, I be- 
lieve, allodial, in the Saxon times : while a 
very considerable proportion of those in France 
were beneficiaiy. 

Another difference, also, in the state of the 
two countries, is worth observing. .In France, 
the allodial lands (though considerable in quan* 
ti^),were divided into small portions. In 
Er^land, th^ seem to have been in few 
hands i the greater part possessed by the King 
and his Thanes; some smaller parcels \fy the 
ksser Thanes; and a veiy little by the Cexnfhs. 
The consequence was, that, though the allodial 
proprietors in France were glad to renounce 
their proper^ finr tenure, in order to secure 
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t^e protection th^ much wanted ; yet with i>u^own 
tis, as you say, there could not be any such in- 
ducement for the innovation. For, the lands 
being possessed 'n hirge portions by the no- 
bility and gentry, the allodial lords in England 
were too great to stand in need of protection. 
Yet from this very circumstance, fairly at- 
tended to, we shall see that the introduction of ' 
the feudal tenures was neither difficult nor un- 
popular. The great proprietors of land were; 
indeed, too firee and powerful, to be bettered 
by this change. But their tenants, that is, the 
bulk of the people, would be gainers by it. 
For these tenants were, I believe, to a man, 
beneficiaries. The large estates of the Thanes 
were granted out in small portions to others, 
either for certain quantities of com or rent, re- 
served to the lord, or on condition of stipulated 
services. And these grants^ of whichever sort 
they were, were either at pleasure, or at most 
for a limited term. So tbat, though the pro- 
prietors of land in England were so much su- 
petior to those in France ; yet the tenants of ■ 
each were much in the same state ; tbat is, 
they possessed beneficiary lands on stipulated 
conditions. 

Whai, therefore, by right of forfeiture, the 
greater part of t!ie lands in England fell, as 
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ptuoQOK they of course would do, into the power of the 
* king (for they ^ere in few hfinds, aod those 
^w had either fought at Hastings, or ai^erwardfi 
rebelled against him), it is easy to see that the 
people vould not be displeased to fiad then- 
selves, instead of bep^ficiaiy tei^ntsPj feiidar 
t^ry proj^rietors. 

I say this on suj^sitioQ that these great for-> 
feited estates aod sigaiories, so bountifully b»< 
I|t9wed by thp Conqueros on his ^vourite Nor^ 
m^is^ were a0;erw»rds, many of theoi ait. leasts 
gcante<l out in so^all^r p^ircels to English sub- 
t/enapU. But if th^e sub-tenants were aba 
Normans (thffiigh the case of the English or 
o]d Sa^n fifeehpld«rs,WBii> ^o very hard), the 
change o^ alMiaji into fewlatary estatei ift.th& 
foore easily accounted fpT* 

The inain.difiiculty nould:be with the ohurch' 
men ; who (though the greatestj and- most of 
titein. were, perhaps, Normans- too) were well; 
acquainted with the iSfUonlaws, and- for special; 
uasoiu. vere much devoted to them. They 



f Hus account of U)^ Sturm benefices is much con- 
^rmed by the &maus charter of Bishop Oswald, aod the 
comment of ^ H. Sfblmah i^oQ.it. @wt hj^ disf^une 
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tvere sensible iiiii itkih poi^iiibiL^ had b'6en oUtSi^ ' 
held, in the ^aaxm times, irt J^'itANC-ALMoidi^ : 
a sort of tenure, they were not forward to give 
up fof this of yei/rfi. TlJ trcie, Oik fiurdehs of 
tht^e tenures woiild, riiany of thetti, nbt arfect' 
thefii*. But then ntiiher iouM they reap t'he 
principal friiit of them, the irait of inheritance. 
They, fcesides, Considered every Restraint oh' 
fheir privileges as impious ; a!nd toolc the' suK-' 
jectioh of the ecclesiastic to tte secular power, 
which the feudal Establishment was to intro-' 
duc6, for the vilest of all servitudes. Heace' 
the churchmen were, of all others, ^e most 
averse from this lawi. Aiid their opposition 
might have given the Conqueror still more 
trouble, if the suppression 6f the great Northern 
rebellion had not furnished him' with the power, 
and (as many of them had been deeply en^'g^i 
m it) with the pretence, to force it' upon tKem'.. 

q Matt^cw PAhis gives us' l4ie- folto^riiig acoftiiitof' 
Gdi natter — " Sfiic6pitMt et ^batias dtnneB, qUee'baio-' 
nias tenebant, et eatenua ab omoi servitute seculari liber- 
tatem habuerant, Bub servitute Etatuit niilitari, iBrotulfeoi 
singulus episcopatuK et abbatias pro volimtate auA, quot 
milites sibi et successoribus auia, hostilit&tU tempore, vq* 
luit k singulis exhiberi. £t xotulob . uuJUt bcclbiiak 
Ticf SBBviTuTU ponens in thesauris, multM viroa eecle^ 
fiia^ticos Huic comtitutioki psssima reluctautes, Ii 
regno fugavit." 

H»T, Alto. Wti.Liii.MV> CoKayjisToii. 
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D|Au>e«B Avfithus, in the end, it prevailed univenally, 
' Aq^ without exception. 

I would not eo further into the history of 
these tenures.. It ^ltty appear from the little I 
have said of them, that the feudal system was 
rather improved and corrected by the duke of 
Normandy, than originally planted by him in 
this kingdom: that the alteration made in it 
was &vourable to the public interest ; and that 
our Saxon liberties were not so properly re- 
strained, as extended by it. It is of little mO' 
ment to inquire wbethpr the nati6n was won, or 
forced, to a compliance with this system. It 
is enough to say, that, as it was accepted by 
the nation, so it was in itself no servile esta- 
blishment, but essentially founded in the prin-r 
ciples of liberty. The duties of lord and feu- 
datary were reciprocal and acknowledged : serr 
vices on the one part, and protection on the 
other. The institution was plainly f^alculated 
for the joint-interest ^ of both parties, and the 

' The leamoi Ciiio, who has written so lai^ly iuul 
accurately on the feudal law, was so &r from swung any 
thing servile in it, that be says, " The Foundations of thii 
dbcipliije are laid in the most genei'ous of all coiuidera? 
tions, those of GsATiTrDi. Higui feudalU diicipUn^ fiM- 
damenta i gratitudine dl mgTotitudine descendtmt." ErisT. 
NuHcuF. to K. Jakes. 
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benefit of the community ; the proper notion 
of titte feudal syBtem being that " of a confede- 
racy between a number of militaiy persons, 
agreeing on a certain Umited subordination and 
dependence on their chief, for the more effec- 
tual defence of his and their Uves, territories, 
aad pessesiions." 

UK. SOMEKS. . . 

I have nothing to object to your account of 
the feudal constitution. And I think you do 
perfectly right, to lay the main 'stress on the 
general nature and genius of it ; as by this 
means you cut olf those fruitless altercations, 
which have been raised, concerning the per- 
sonal character of the A'brwian Conqueror. Our 
concern is not with him, but with the govern- 
ment he established. And if that be free, no 
matter whether the founder of it were a tyrant. 
But, though I approve yuur method, I doubt 
thcire is some defect in your ailment Free- 
dom is a term of much latitude. The Norman 
constitution may be free in one sense, as it ex- 
cludes the sole arbitrary 4on3inion of one man ; 
and yet servile enough in another, as it leaves 
the government in few hands. For it fc^lom, 
from what I understand of the feudal plan, that 
^ough its genius be indeed averse from abso- 
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*« y kite Monarchy, yet it is in<ifo%etrf eriottg^ to 
•bsdate aristocracy. And the notion of each 
is «qti^ly remote from what we conceive of brae 
English liberty. 



SIE J. MAYKARD. 

It is true, the proper fewfal form, especially 
u established in this kingdom, was in a high 
degree oligarchical. It would not otherwi^, 
perhaps, have suited to the condition of those' 
thilitary ages. Yet the principles it WeAt npoti. 
Were those of pnhlic- liberty, and generous' 
enough to give room for the extension of the 
system itself, when a change of circumsfonces 
•hould require itr.^But your objection will'best 
be answered by looking a little more distinctly 
into the nature of these tenures. 

I took notice that the feudal Bystemsiibjected 
the CHURCH more immediately to the civil 
power : and laid the foundation of many ser- 
vices and fruits of tenure to which the lay- 
VEVDArAiiiBS'iii the Saxon times had been al- 
tt^Hetsttahgers. It is probable that all the 
scitMe^denceS of this alteration were not fbre- 
MMd.- Ifet the churchitienwere prfetty quiet- ' 
And'the dislike, they had coriceived 
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<pf the new establisbinait> was the occtsion of 
those struggles, which contiiiued so long 
between the mitre and crown, and which are 
v> famous more especially, in the early parts of ' 
our biatory. The cause of these ecclesiastics 
WKs a bad one. For tbeir »itn was, as is righdy 
, obsenred by the advocates for the prerogative, 
to ass^ an iod^ien&eney on the state ; and for 
that piupoae the pope was made a parly in tbe 
dispute ; by whose intrigues it was k^t up in 
one shape or other till the total renunciation 
of the papal power, "Thus far, however, the 
feudal constitution cannot be blamed. Oh the 
contrary, it was highly serviceablle to the cause 
of liberty, a& tending only to h<^d' the eccle- 
siastic, in a due subordination to the civil, 
authori^. 

. The same thing cannot be said of the other 
instance, I mean thejruits of tenure, to-whidr 
the lay-fees w«<e-«ubjected by this system. For 
however reasonable, or rather necessary, those' 

JrttUs might be, in a feudal sense, and for the* 
end to which the feudal estoblishment was di-^^ 
rectied, yet, as the mesjurv of these fruits, as^ 

, well as the manner of exacting them, was in 8' 
good degree arbitrary, and too much left to: 
the.di&cretionof the sovereign, the practice, in^ 
thi?: respect, was soon found b the t 



D.=.tWbvGoogIc 



SS* ON THE CONSTITUTION OF 

sutMot chief to be an intolerable grievance. Hence 
tluit other contest, so memorable in our his- 
tory, betwixt the king and his barons: in which 
the former, under the colour of maintaming 
his feudal rights, laboured to usurp an absolute 
dominion over the persons and properties of his 
vassals ; and the latter, impatient of the feudal 
burdeiu, or rather of the king's arbitrary exac- 
' tions under pretence of them, endeavoured to 
redeem themselves from so manifest an op- 
pression. 

It is not to be denied, that, in the heat of 
this contest, the barons sometimes carried their 
pretensions still further, and laboured in their 
turn to usurp on the crown, in revenge for the 
oppressions they had felt from it. However, 
their first contentions were only for a mitiga- 
tiMi of the feudal system. It was not the cha- 
racter' of the Gorman princes to come easily 
mto any project that was likely to give the least 
check to their pretensions. Yet the grievances, 
' complained of, were in part removed, in part 
moderated, by Henky the First's and many 
other successive charters : though the last blow 
was not given to these feudal servitudes till 
alter the Restoration, when such of them as 
remained, and were found prejudicial to the 
liberty of the suhjet^, were finally abolished. 
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Thos we «ee that onb essential defect "in the Di*wo«i 
feudal policy, considered not as a military, but 
civil institution, was, the too great power it ^ve 
the soverdgn in the arbitrary impositions, im- 
plied in this tenure. Another was accidentil. 
It arose from the disproportionate allotment of 
those feuds, which gave the greater barcHis an 
ascendant over the prince, and was equally un- 
fitvourable to the cause of liber^. For the 
boun^ of the duke of Normandt, in his dis- 
tribution of the forfeited estates and signiories 
tA his principal officers, had been so immense ■« 
that their share of influence in the state was 
excessive, and intrenched too much on the in- 
dependency of the crown and the freedom of 
the people. And this undue poize in the con- 
stitution, as well as the tyranny of our kings, 
occasioned the long continuance of those civil 
wars, which for many ages harrassed and dis- 

• That bouBty in so wise & prince as William 'will be 
thought stnu^^ 1 believe it may be, in part, accuuntect 
Ibr, from what is observed abore of th« Saxon allodial 
Iwds. These had possessed immense estates. And, as 
they feU in upon forfeiture, the great Norman advenliu^n 
would of courae expect to come into the entire succesdon.' 
-T-Perhaps too, in that confusion of a&irs, the prince 
might not altrays, himself, be apprized of the. extent and. 
^ue of these possessions. 
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WuLetmt tressed the nation. The eril, however, in the 
end, brought on its own remedy. For thettft 
princely houses being much weakened in, die 
-course of the quarrel, HbnryVII. succeeded, 
at length, to the peaceable posseseiop of th6 
crown. And by tix policy «f this prince, 
and that of his successor, the barons were 
brought so low as to be quite dieabled frou 
giving any disturbance to the crown for dw fd- 
tare. 

It appears then that two great defeets- in t)W 
lendal plan of government, as setded amoagtt 
ns, were, at length, taken away. But a Tinu>, 
and the greatest defect of all, was the narroW' 
Bess of the plan itself I mean when considered 
■8 a system of cTviL polity; for, in its. primary 
martial intendon^ it was perfectly unexoep- 
^nable. 

To ^iplain this matter, whidi is of the 
lii^iest importance, and will fbrnish a direct 
answer to Mr. Somees' objection, we are to 
T^neffiber that in the old feudal policy the 
kin^s barons, that is, such as. held tn capUe 
o{ the crown hf- barony or kmghti's gerrioe, 
were the king's, or rather the kingdom's, great 
ootincil. No public concerns could be r^u- 
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larlytninsacted, without theircopsent*; though P*****"*, 
the lesser barona, or tenant* by koight*8 ^er- 
vipe, did not indeed so coQi^atly appear iq 
the king's cout^, 9s the greater barons; aad 
though the public business -was sometimes even 
left to the ordinary stte9d»nU on the kiogt 
snoat of them chui-chmen, It appear* that, 
tpt!fards the ead of the Conquwor's reign, tb^ 
number of these tenants in chief was. about 
700.: whoj as the whok property of the Idsig- 
dom was, in efib^t, in their power, may b4 
thou^t a np unfit representative (though this 
be. no pTQp^rJeudal idea) of the whole nation. 
It was so, perhaps, in tho$e rude and wartitu 
times, when the strength of the nation by en^ 
tirely in the sol^ery; th^ ii^, in those wl((( 
held by military services, either iramediM«fy 
of the crown, or t^ th? mesne lords. For tb4 
remainder of the people, - whom they caUqtt 
tenants in, socage, were of suittlj account ; being 
considered Qnly in the light of serrKnts^ aa4 
contributing no otherwise to the national sup^ 
port than by their cultivation of the soil, whjdk 
left their masters at leisure to attend with lew 



t Thelsw'of Sdwarp the Confessoe ii tapt&fi to thiiq 
purpoee, and it vne ratified by the Conquefpsr— " Airfwl) 
rex omoia ritfe &cere in regno et per judidum procenua 
xegni," Sir H, SruuAir of FaTliuneats, p. 59, 
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vuxoen distraction on llwir military services. Atlws^ 
it was perfectly in the genius of the feudal, 
that is, military constitutions, to have little re- 
gard for any but the men of arms ; and, as 
every other occupation would of course be ac- 
counted base and ignoble, it is not to be won- 
dered that such a difference was made between. 
the condition of prcedial and military tenures. 

However, a pohcy, that excluded such num- 
bers from the rank and privileges of citizens, 
was so far a defective one. And this defect 
would become more sensible every day, in pro- 
portion to the growth of arts, the augmenta- 
tion of commerce, and the security the nation 
found itself in from foreign dangers. The an- 
ciwit military establishment would now be 
thought unjust, . when the exclusive privileges 
of the swordsmen were no longer supported by 
the necessities of the public, and when dM 
wealth of the nation made so great a part of 
the force of it. Hence arose an important 
change in the legislature of the kingdom, which 
was much enlarged beyond its fonner Umits. 
But this was done gradually ; and was more 
properly an extension than violatioA of the an- 
cient system. 
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First, the number of tenants in chief, or the Diumdi 
king's freeholders, waa much increased by va- 
riou» causes, but' chiefly by the alienation which 
the greater barons made of Uieir fees. Such 
alienation, though under some restraint, seem« 
to have been generally permitted in the Nor- 
man feuds ; I mean, till Magna Charta and 
some subsequent statutes laid it under particu- 
lar limitations. But, whether the practice were 
regular or not, it certainly prevailed from the 
earliest times ; especially on some more extra- 
ordinary occasions. Thus, when the fashion- 
able madness of the Croisades had involved 
the greater barons in immense debts, in order 
to discharge the expences of these expeditions, 
they alienated their fees, and even disrtierabered 
them; that is, they parted- with their right ii» 
them, and made them over in small parcels to 
others, to hold of the superior lord. And what 
these Iwrons did from necessity, the crown it- 
self did, out of policy : for the Norman princes, 
growing sensible of the inconvenience of making 
their vassals too great, disposed of such estates 
of their barons as fell in to them by forfHture, , 
and were not a few, in the same mariner. The- 
consequence of all this was, that, in process rf 
tiifle, ihe lesser miHtary tenants in ca^nte mnl^ 
tiplied esceediiigly. And, as many of them. 
were poor, and unequal to a personal- atteii'' 

VOL. in. Y 
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- D1U.0GVM (Jance in the court of their lord, or in the com- 
mon council of the kingdom (where of right and 
duty they were to pay their attendance), they 
were wiUing, and it was found convenient to 
give them leave, to appear in the way of repre- 
sentation. And this was the origin of what we 
now call THE Knights of the Shires ; who, 
in thosetimes, were appointed to represent, not 
all the free-holders of counties, but the lesser 
tenants of the crown only. For these not at- 
tending in person, would otherwise have had 
no place in the king's council, 

The rise of Citizens and Burgesses, that 
' is, , representatives of the cities and trading 
towns, muht be accounted for somewhat dif- 
ferently. These had originally been in the ju- 
risdiction, and made part of the demesnes, of 
the king and his great lords. The reason of 
which appears from what 1 observed of the 
genigs of the feudal policy. For, little account 
being had of any but martial men, and trade 
being not only dishonourable, but almost un- 
known in those ages; the lower people, who 
lived'together in towns, most of them small 
and inconsiderable, were left in a state of sub- 
jection to the crown, or some other of the ba- 
TQns, ^nd, exposed to their arbitrary impositions 
and talliages. 
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But this condition of burghers,' as it sprang Dialmm 
from the military gepius of the nation, could 
jonly be supported b^ it. When that decHned 
therefore, and, instead of a people of soldiers, 
^e commercial spirit prevailed, and filled our 
towns with rich traders and merchants, it was 
no longer^ reasonable, nor was it the ' interest of 
the crown, that these communitieB and bodies 
of. men should be so little regarded. On the 
contrary, a large share of the- public burdens 
being laid upon them, and the frequent neces- 
sities of the crown, especially in foreign wars, 
or in the king's contentions with his barons, 
requiring him to have recourse to their purses, 
it was naturally brought about that those, as 
well as the tenants m capite, should; in time, 
be admitted to have a share in the public 
councils. 

I do not stay to trace tile steps of this change. 
It is. enough to say, that it arose insensibly 
and naturally out of the growing wealth and 
consequence of the trading towns ; the con- 
venience the king found in drawing consider- 
able sums from them, with greater ease to 
himself, and less ofience to the people ; and, 
perhapM, from the view of lessening by their 
means the exorbitant power and influence-of -^ 

the barons^ 

Y 3 ,, 
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Ij^rofn thflscj. ort^ like t)Ka8on% the freat 
tomw) «Ki citiei> thBl> b^re were 'n^al de^ 
nMmett pint o£ the king's- prhctu^ paitimonyj 
Utd.taUmUe by bin^ at- pleasure,, werq allowed 
to a]^ear itt his ooutidl by their deputies, to 
treat vilh bim of the proportion of taxes to be 
nia^ Ott them^ and, in a word; to. be consi-- 
dend itL the same light) as tibe other members, 
ofi^ak, great assembly. 

' I: do not inquire when diis great alteration 
Vf» first made. £ find: it subsisting at Irast 
uikWEowaedIII. And frbtntiiaLtitne, there 
i»: RQ dispute but ibat the l^slature, which 
vats origiiiaU}! composed: of the ^Boverdgrt and; 
hit feudal tenants, included also the represen- 
tative* of-the counties, andof the royal towns 
and cities. To speak in our modem style, the- 
House of Commons was, now, formed. And 
by this; addition, the glorious edifice of English 
liberty was completed. 

I. am sensible, I must have wearied you with 
this deduction, which can be no secret to ath«'- 
of-you. But it was', of importance to shew, 
that the C(Hi8titutioD of Englajid, at laid in the- 
feudal tenures, was essentially free ; and that 
the wvy changes i^ hath undergone, weretbe 
natural 'and almost Unavoidable e&ctsofthosa 
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tenures. So that what the adversaries of liber^ VnUaifc 
object to us, as tiBWpatwWS on the regal pre- 
rogative, are now seen to be either the proper 
result of dte ieadaA estabtishment, ot the most 
just and neoeicsaTy aln^ndtivetils "oiSt. 



BP. BURKET. 

I have waiced with itiuoh plebsUfe fiM- tSlts 
coiaclusioi), which aitii«ly di$ci«dittt ih^ floH<Hi 
of an absolute, deapotie gotdrn^ent I will 
ttot take upon me to atlswef (dr- Mr. SoMEftS, 
whose great knowledge in th« laws and histmy. 
of the kingdom enablet htm to iee fWrthet ititb 
the subjefzt than I dd ; but to me nothing ap- 
pears more- natural or probable than this ac- 
count of the rise and progress of the English 
monarchy. One difficulty, in ^rticulari which 
seemed to. embarrass this inquiry, you havfe 
entirely removed, by shewing how, from the 
aristocratical form which prevailed iii the ear^ 
lier times, the more free and popular one of 
our days bath gradually taken place, and .that 
without any violence to the antient constitu- 
tion •, 

*> Mi Db MosnseviEU observes of the Gothic govern- 
liKitit— -" 1) Alt d'abonl meU de t'ailstocratit, et de la mo- 
" narchie. II avait cet inconveiiient, que Ife l&a-petqile 
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^' HR. SOMBRt. 

At least, my lord, with bo little, that wo 
. . may, perhaps, apply to the English govern- 
ment what the naturalists observe of the hu- 
man BODY * ; that, when it arrives at its full 
growth, it does not perhaps retain a single paT'^ 
tide of the matter it originally set out with ; 
yet the alteration hath been made so gradually 
and imperceptibly, that the system is account^ 
ttie same under all changes. Just so, I think, 
we seem to have shaken off the constituent 
parts of the feudal constitution; but, li- 
berty having been always the informing prin- 
ciple, time and experience ■ have rather com- 
pleted the old system, than created a new one : 
and we may account the present and Norman 
estabiishment all one, by the same rule as we 
say that Hercules, when he became the de- 
liverer of oppressed nations, was still the same 
with him who had strangled serpents in his 
cradle. 

" J 6Uat esclnTe : Citoit u» bon gotaxmment, qui avoit et 
" joi la eapaciti de devenir meilUur." [I. 3ti. c. 8,] — tho 
very idea, wliich is here inculcatirtl. 

w See old FohicscvB, iv hb book De loKdibat legvm 
Anglue, nhere thb .ort of Boalugy is pursued at lengttt 
through a great ^lart of the xiii^ chapter. 
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SIR J. MAYNARD. 

I know not what fanciful similes youj: 
younger wit may delight in. I content myself 
with observing, that the two great points, 
which they, who deny the liberty of the sub- 
ject, love to inculcate^ and on which the plau- 
sibility of all their reasonings depends, are, 

THE SLAVISH nature' OF THE FEUDAL CONSTI- 
TUTION, and THE LATE RISE OF THE Hoi'sE OF 

Commons. And I have taken up your time to 
small purpose, if it doth not now appear, that 
the former of these notions is &lse, and the 
latter impertinent. If the learned inquirers 
into this subject had considered that the ques- 
tion is concerning the freedom itself of our 
constitution, and not the most convenient form 
under which it may be administered, they must 
have seen that the feudal law, though it nar- 
rowed the system of liberty, was founded in 
it; that the spirit of freedom is as vital in this 
form, and the principles it goes upon as solid, 
as in the best-formed republic ; and that vil~ 
lanage concludes no more against the feudal, 
. than slavery against the Greek or Roman, 
constitutions. 
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DULAOn 

^- MR. SOMERS. 

That i». Sir John, you make liberty to hart 
been the essence of all three ; though, to the 
perfection of an equal commonwealth, you 
suppose it should have been further spread out 
and dilated: as they say o{ frankincense (if 
you can foi|;ive another allusion), which, when 
lying in the lump, is of no great use or ple9<- 
sure ; but, when property diffused, is the 
sweetest of all odours. But you was going oq 
with the application of your principles. 



SIR J, MAYNARD. 

I was going to say that, as many have bee* 
misled by wi-ong notions of the Jeudal tenures, 
others had erred as widely in their reasonings 
on the late origin of the lower house of ■par- 
liament. How have we heard some men tri- 
umph, in dating it no higher than the reign of 
Edward III t Let the fact be admitted. 
What follows ? That this house is an usurpa- 
tion on the prerogative ? Nothing less. It 
was gradually brought forth by time, and greW' 
up under the &vour and good liking of our 
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prlaces ". The constitutioa itself supposed the 
men of greatest consequence in the common- 
wealth to have a seat in the national councils. 
Trade and agriculture had advanced vast num- 
bers into consequence, that before were of 
small account in the kingdom. The public 
consideration was increased by tlieir wealth, 
and the public necessities relieved by it. Woe 
these to remain for ever excluded from the 
king's councils ? or was not that council, which 
had liberty for its object, to widen and expand 
itself in order to receive them ? It did, in fact, 
receive them with open arms -, and, in so 
doing, conducted itself on the very principtes 
of the old feudal policy. 

In short, the feudal constitution, different 
from all others that human policy is acquainted 
with, ;was of such a make, that it readily gave 
way, and fitted itself to the varying situations 
of society : narrow and contracted, when th? 
pablic interest required a close connexion be- 
tween the governor and the governed; large 

" Agreeably to what Sir H. Spelhak asseits, in his 
Glowaiy^, of its parent, ihe feudal taiv itself; " De legs 
VEDDAU — pronundaiKluin ceoseo, tempohis earn esse 
fliiam, semimque succreBcentem, sdictib puimcipvm 
fuotatn inflles «t excultann." In voceFsoocM. 
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Dui^cuB and capacious, when the same interest required 
that connexion to be loosened. Just as the 
skin (if you will needs have a comparison), 
the natural cincture of the body, confines the 
young limbs with sufficient tightness, arid 
yet widens in proportion to their growth, 
so as to let the the different parts of the 
body play with ease, and obtain their full size 
and dimensions. Whereas the other policies, 
that have obtained in the world, may be com- 
pared to those artificial coverings, which, being 
calculated only- for one age and size, grow 
troublesome and insupportable in any other; 
and yet cannot, like these, be thrown off and 
supplied by such as are more suitable and con- 
venient ; but are worn for life, though witfi 
constant, or rather increasing, uneasiness.' 

This then being the peculiar prerogative of 
the feudal policy, I think we may say with 
great truth, not that the House of Commons 
violated the constitution, but, on the contrary, 
that the constitution itself demanded, or ra- 
ther generated, the House of Commons. 

So that I cannot by any means commend 
the zeal which some have shewn in seeking- the 
origin of this house in the British or even 
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Saxon annals. Tlieir aim was, to serve ilie °"^'* 
cause of liberty; but, it must be owned, at the 
»expence of truth, and, as we now perceive, 
without the least necessity. 



BP. BURNET. 

It hath happened then in this, as in so many 
other instances, that an excellent cause hath 
Buffered by the ill judgment of its delenders. 
But, when truth itself had been disgraced by 
one sort of men in being employed by them to 
the worst purposes, is it to be wondered that 
others should not acknowledge her in such 
hands, but be willing to look oqt for her ia 
better company ? 



SIR J. MAVNARD. 

Let us say, my lord, they should have ac- 
knowledged her in whatever company she was 
found; and the rather, as ill-apphed truths are 
seen to be full as serviceable to a bad cause, as 
downright falsehoods. Besides, this conduct 
had not only been fairer, but more politic. 
For when so manifest a truth was rejected, it 
was but natirral to suspect foul play in theres^ 
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DMLoeuz and that none but a bad cause coiild want to be 

■V. 

supported by so disingenuous a maRagenient. 



MR. SOMERS. 

I think SO, Sir John ; and there is this fur- 
ther 1)86 of such candor, that it cuts o^ at once 
^e necessity of long and laboured retieaicbcs 
into the dark parts of our history ; and so net 
only shortens the debate, but renders it much 
more intelligible to the people. 



SIR J. MATSARD. 

I was aware of that advantage, and am there- 
fwe not displeased that truth flowed me to 
make use of it. — But to resume the- main argu- 
ment ; for I have not yet dqne with my evi-: 
dence for the ireedom of our excellent consti-. 
tution : — It seemed of m<iment to shew, fnmi 
the nature and consequences of the Normtm. 
settlement, that the English goTCTntnent was* 
essentially free. But, because the freest form- 
of government may be tamely given up and 
surrendered into the hands of a. master, t hold 
it of consequence to prove, that the ErtgSsk 
spirit hath always been answerable to the cod-- 
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stittttioii, and that even the most insidious at- Dialosue '^ 
tempts^on their liberties have never failed to 
awaken the resentment of our generous fore- 
fathers. In a word, I would shew that the 
jealousy, with which the English have ever 
guarded the national fivedom, is at once a con- 
vincing testimony of their right, and of their 
constant jMMseAnon of it. 

>And thoa^ I might illustrate this argament 
by many other instances, I chuse to insist only 
on ONE, THEIR PERPETUAL OPPOSmON TO THE 
CIVIL AND CANON LAWS ; which, at various times 
and for their several ends, the crown and 
church have been solicitous to obtrude on the 
people. 

To open the way to this illustration, let it 
be observed that, from the time of Honorius, 
that is, when the Roman authority^ ceased 
amongst us, th6 Saxon institutions, incorpo- 
rated vrith the old British customs, were the 
(Hily standing laws of the kingdom. These 
had been collected and ibrmed into a sort-of 
digest by Edward the Confessor ; and so great 
was the nation's attachment to them, that 
William himself was obliged to ratify them, 
at the same time that the feudal taw itself was 
enacted. And afterwards, on any attempt to 
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DuMouK innovate on those laws, we hedf of a genertil 
outcry and dissatisfaction among the people i 
which jealousy of theirs rwas not without good 
grounds ; as we may see from an affair that hap- 
pened in the Conqueror's own reign, and serves 
to illustrate the policy of this monarch. 

It had been an old custom, continued 
through the Saxon times, for the bishops and 
sheriffs to sit together in judicature in the 
county courts. ' This had been found a very 
convenient practice ; for the presence of the 
churchmen gave a sanctiort^ to the determina- 
tions of the temporal courts, and drew an ex- 
traordinary reverence towards them from the 
people. Yet we find it abolished by the Con- 
queror ; who, in a rescript to the bishop of 
Lincoln, ordained that, for the future, the 
bishops and aldermen of the shires should 
have separate courts and separate .jurisdic- 
tions. The pretence for this alteration was. 
the distinct nature of the two judicatures, 
and the desire of maintaining a strict confor- 
mity to the canons of the church. The real 
design was much deeper. There is no question 
but William's inclinations, at least, were for 
arbitrary government; in which project his 
■^ Norman lawyers, it was hoped, might be of 

good use to him. But there was a -great 
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obstacle in his way. The churchmen of those D'^Jjoo"* 
times had incomparably the best knowledge of 
the Saxon laws. Jt matters not, whether those 
churchmen were Normans, or not. They were 
equally devoted, as I observed before, to the 
Saxon laws, with the English ; as favouring 
that independency, they alFected, on the civil 
power. Besides, in the Confessor's time, many 
and perhaps the greatest of the churchmea 
had been Normans -, so that the study of the 
Saxon laws, from the interest they promised 
themselves in them, was grown tamiliar to the 
rising ecclesiastics of that country. Hence, as 
I said, the churchmen, though Normans, were 
well instructed in the spirit and genius of the 
Saaon laws ; and it was not easy for the king's 
glossers to interpret them to their own mind, 
whilst the bishops were at hand to refute and 
rectify their comments. 

Besides, the truth is (and my lord of Salis- 
bury will not be displeased with me for telling 
it), the" ecclesiastics of that time were much 
indevoted to the court. They considered the 
king as the wickedest of all tyrants. He had 
brought them into subjection by their baronies, 
and had even set the pope himself at defiance. 
In this state of things, there was no hope of 
engaging the clei^ in his plot. But when a. 
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ifaaMBt separation of the two tribunMs was made, and 
the civil courts were solely administered' by his 
own creatures, the laws, it was thought, would 
speak what language he pleased to. require of 

them. 

Such appears to have been the design of this 
prince in his femous distinction of the ecclesi-- 
astic and temporal courts. It wa^ so artfully 
laid, and so well coloured, that the jaity seem 
to have taken no umbra«^ at it. But the 
clei^ saw his drift; and their zeal for the 
ancient laws, as well as their resentments, put 
them upon contriying methods to counteract 
, it. They hit upon a very natural and effec- 
tual one. In a word, they all turned common 
lawyers; and so found means of introducing 
themselves into the civil courts. This expe- 
■ dient succeeded so well, and was so generally 
relished, that the clergy to a man almost in 
the next reign were become professors of the 
common law ; nullus Clericus nisi Causi- 
Dicus, as William of Jlifl/me*6«7y takes care 
to inform us^. ■ ,■ 

y Dies. AS Flet. 1091. and William ui iMALUESBUxv. 
lib.iv. 1.69. Z*«d. 1596. 
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V. 
BP. BUENXr. 

Whatever their motive might be, the church- 
men, I perceive, interposed very seasonably in' 
dw support of our civil liberties.' It wm a 
generous kind of revenge, methinks,- to repay 
the king's tyranny over the church by vindi- 
cating the iuithority of the English laws. 



SIR J, HAYNARD. 

It was so ; and for this good service, I let 
diem pass without any harsher reflection. 
Though the true secret is, perhaps, no more 
thandiis: Their main object -was the church,' 
of whose interests, as is fitting, we will allow 
them to be the most competent judges. And, 
as these inclined them, they have been, at dif- 
ferent junctures, the defenders or oppressors of 
civil liberty. 

BP. BURNET. 

At some junctures, it may be, they have. 
But, if- jrou insist on so general a censure, I 
must intreat Mr. Sohers, once more, to take 
upon him the defence of our order. 

VOL. III. X 
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SIR J. nuwM^. 

.AU .1 iAttndbd by tint nutEtooc, was, to shew 
the 4p)Rt of the Soma Uns, which could ex- 

Qit« the jtaI(MiB]r «f ttw princci tnd deserve, at 
swell « 0ca9«ii, Abe patronage of the ckrgy. It 
t/tiim», however, for once, as if they had a little 
misconmmd their tnw interetta. For the di»< 
tinction of the two judicatures, which occa- 
noned their resentment, was, in the end, a great 
means of the hi^rsmdnoal greatness and inde-~ 
pendency. 

JIttAen coBtinued on thiq footing daring ^e 
Ibrw 6«t of the Norman reigw. The- prince 
di4 bJB utmMt tq ^«lei.itbfi «athprity of liic 
Sngli^h laws; u)d /th? natioa, oq the Qther 
h^ndj laboured hard to cMifirm it. But a new 
s«W^ w»« i^iwed under 6»ipg SififHEM, by 
^MMis of the Justimim laws ; which h^d UtHjr 
been recovered in Ital^-, and becainQ *i onct 
the fashionable study over all Europe. It is 
certain, that the Pandects were 6rst brought 
amongst us in that reign ; and that the reading 
of them was much favoured by Arebbisbpp 
Thbqsai4> *t under whose. enpoHr»g«meiit tlwy 
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wo^ public)/ read in England by VAc4Tttu«, Sumwu 
within a short time after the famous Irnerius 
had opened his school at Bologna. There is 
somethiijg singular in the readiness with yrtuch 
thi$ new system of law was embraced in thess 
Western parts of Europe. 3«t my friend Mr. 
Selpen used to give a plausible account of it. 
It was, he said ", in opposition to InnocentII, 
who wat for obtruding on the Christian states 
the decretals, as laws ; mtoifisstly calculated 
for the destruction of the civil magistrate's 
power. And what seems to autlKwize the 
i^wuoo «f my learned friend^ is, that the popes 
veiy early took ' the alarm, and^ by their de- 
crees, forbad churchmen to teach the dvil 

' law : 8B Bf^eaiiB from the constitution p(AixSf 
amderIII, so early as the year 1163, in th« 
councHof Tours; and afterwtirds fromthe 
famous decretal i>f Sufer-specula by Hono- 
uius III, in 1210, in which the clergy of ^ 
denominations, seculars as well as regulars, 
were prohibited the study of it. And it was, 

^ 4oubttc8B> to defeat the mischief which the 
pojpei apprehended to themselves, from tW 

"■ ci<edit of the imperial laws, that Gratian \n$ 

■■ encouraged, about the same time, to compose 
and publish his Decree ; whidi, it is even 

■ Disf. adFi.it. lore. 
2 3 
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puL^oui sud ^ had the express approbation of Poptf 

EUGENIUS. 

Let us see, now, what reception this newly- 
recovered law, so severely dealt with by the 
pope, and so well entertained by the greatest 
part of Europe, had in England. 

Vacarius had continued to teach it for some 
time, in the archbi8ho{>'s palace at Lambeth, 
to great nambers, whom firsit, the novdty of 
1^ study, and then, the Jashion of the age, 
had drawn about him. The fkme of the teacher 
was high, and tfie new acience had made a 
great progress, when on a sudden it receired ft 
severe check, and from a quarter whence' one 
should not naturally expect it. In short, the 
king himself interdicted the study of it. Some 
have imagined, that Ais inhibition was owing 
to the spite he bore to ardibisbop Theobald. 
But the truer reason seems to be, that the canon 
law was lirst read by Vacarius at the same 
time, and under colour of the -imperial. I 
think we may collect thus much very' ctetirly 
from John of Salisbury, who acquaints ui 
with this edict. For he considers it as an 



>> Dr. Duck, Devmt el mihoTiiatt jurii cioUU, p. lOS. 
Lugd: BatM. 1654. 
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offence against the church, and 'esfvessly calls i>ut.«ave. 
the prohibition, aniuPiBTV^ 

It is true, the decretals of Geatiak were not- 
yet published. But Ivo had made a collection- 
of theoi in the reign of Hen^t I ; and we niay^ 
be sure that some code of this sort would pri- 
vately go about amongst the clei^, from what 
was before observed of the pains taken hy In- 
KOCSNT I}, to .propagate the decretah. We 
^may further observe, that Theobaij> bad been 
m high fiiT6iir with Innocent; and that his 
sdtoU* «t Lambethf was opened inunediately 
an hi;i return from itomej' whither he had been 
t» rtceivfr his pdl from this pope, on his ap- 
potattneht to the see of Canterbmy*. All 
whidi ttakes it probable, that Stephen's dis-- 
pleasure was not sa iQuch at the civil, as canon 
kwy whiqh he m^t well conclude had no 
friendly -aspect on his sovereignty. . ■ 

■ An^ we have the greater reason to believe 
that this was the fact, from observing -what 
sftetwards happened in the reign of Henry III, 
^hen' »' prohibition^ dF the same nature was' 
agui^ issued out against the teachers of tbe 

; c PoLicBATic. lib. nii. c. 9Z. p. 673. L»s^. Bat. 1699. ' 
dpiB»,4pFLST, 1083. 
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SomaH lawi in London '. The true cause of 
the royal mandate is weil known. GbjkoryIX " 
had juflt then published a new code of the de- 
cretals; wbidi, like all former collections of this 
sort, was t»lctilated to serve the papal interest, 
and depress the rights of princes. 

However, these edicts, if we suppose them 
lerelled agaiost the civil law, had no dETect, 
any more tkian those of the popes Ax-exakdek 
and HoiioRuia, before menbioaed. For the 
imperial law, being generally well received hy. 
the princes of Europe, presently beOaaw ikind 
<tf Jm g^r^ium. And tbeder^« who aspired 
to pcnier and dignities, . either abrotd, or at 
home, studio it with -an ineonceivaUe rage; 
insomuch, that - Roger Bacon tells tts, thdt, 
in his time for forty years, togetijec, the seoti- 
lars, who w^re the eccl^iastics emplcfyed in 
business, never published ft sit^le treatite in 
divinity ^ 

The tru^ is, wltiiteyeT shew ^ pQjies «r 

our own princes m_ight make,, at titued, of. -4^ 

~ countenancing the civil law, if iraa not the 

design: of either absoiutely and uipiwwUy to 

suppress it. It was properly, not the eivil, but 

* Diss, ad Flbt. 1097- » Dr. DiftK, p. S^i- 
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the «afl«^ kir, »l^h WM^9tiMdt«tt&ced by OioMxik- 
our kings. And thfr e*f*e of the pftpft* wm> 
that, when th^ foMid the- (Aperi&t law o{iP|M«fA 
to the €6m?iiMf thef vf&le rMdy to ftivobr itj 
when it ww opposed to- fee £J«j^n, Mkl brotigh« 
that intq neglect, they forb«d eticle^asCiea the 
study of it. 



In the mean time the poor people, Biettiinkg, 
were in a fine condition, between two lawa, 
the one founded on oivil, and liie other on ec- 
clesiastical, tyranny. If either had prev^ted, 
there had been an end of their liberties. 



SIR J. MAYNARD. 

Certainly their situation w&8 very critiual. 
Yet in the end it was preeisefy this situation 
that saved them. For betwixt. these contentions 
of the crown* and mitre, each endeavouring to 
extend its dominion over the other, the people, 
who were of couree to be gained by either side 
in its distress, found means to preserve tfiem- 
selves fi^m both. 
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To see how. this happened, we must remem- 
berj what appears indeed Jrom the two edicts 
O^SrBfBBN and Hk^rVi tibat the king himself 
was a bulwark betwixt them and the papal 
power. . Ap4 whea^ the king itt his tuni wanted 
to exah; bis pceit^tiv^ over all, the church 
very naturally took the alarm,- as we.«aw ja the 
.case of William's separation of the two tribu- 
nals. And thus it happened, as Nat. Bacon 
observes s, " That many timea the pope and 
t]ie clergy became protectors of the people's 
liberties, and kept them, safe from the rage of 
kinge..** The greatest danger was, when the two 
powers chanced to unite in one common de- 
sign against them ; as they did in their general 
incUnatton for the establishment of the civil 
law. But here the people had the courage 
always to defend themselves; and with that 
wisdom too, as .demonstrates their attention to 
,the cause of civil liberty, and the vigilance 
, with which they guarded even its remcriest out* 
works. 

. .. ,0f their steady and watchful conduct, in 
this respect, I shall mention some of the 
many memorable examples, that occur in oar 
history. 

S Pisc. Part I. p. 78. Lond. 1739. 
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I have Biud that from the time of Stephen, I>i*i«q*« 
notwithstanding his ^tmoas edict, the imperial 
laWB were tlie chirf and fiivourite study of the 
cleigy. They had good reason for tipplying 
themselves so closely to this science, atid still 
further views than their own immediate ad- 
vancement They wanted to bring those laws 
into the civil courts, and to make them the' 
' standing rule of public, administration ; not 
merely from their good-will to the papal autho- 
. rity, which would naturally gain an advantage 
by Ulis change, but for the sake of controlling 
the too princely barons,- and in hopes, n6 
doubt, that the imperial would in due time 
draw the canbn laws into vogue along with 
them. Such, I think, were at least the secret 
designs of the ruling clergy ; and they did not 
wait long before they endeavoured to put their 
prqect in execution. The plot was admirably, 
laid, and with that deep policy as hath k^ it, 
I bdieve, from being generally understood td 
this day. 

The great men of that time were, we may be 

, sure, too like the great men of every other, to 

be very scrupulous about the commission -al 

those vices to whicli they were most inclined* 

The tmtli is, their profligacy was ii^ proportioa 
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to their groatness and their ign6raM«. They 
indu)^ themselves iii the moefe lioentMOS 
amours, and even prided themselves in thi« 
licence. The good chnrchmen, no doubt, la- 
mented thtx corruption of manners ; trat, M 
they- eould not reform, they resolved at least to 
draw some emolament to themselves frt>m it. 
The antles of the bardos, they saw, were fall 
of bastards. Nay, the courtesy of that time 
had BO fer dignified their vice, that the very 
same was had in honour. Ego Oulieluhs 

. Bastardus, is even the preamble to one of 

I WiLUAw the First's charters. 

Yet, as respectable as it was become, there 
was one unlucky check on this liivoarite in- 
'da^enee: and this, with the batrons leave, the 
considerate bishops would presently t^e off. 
Subsequent marriage, by the imperial as wdt 
«s.oano« laws, legitimated bastards, as to bikn - 
cflsaiMii whereas the common law kept them 
eternally in their state of bastardy. It is not • 
to be doubted, but the barons would be secfsiWe 
enoa^ of this restraint. They earnestly wished ■ 
to get rid of it. And could any thing bid so 
bir to recommend the imperial law to their 
good liking, as the tender of it for so desirable 
■jNirpose ? At a parliament, therefore, under 
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Hpmtt Ml^j Hi^vetunt omnes ephcopi, ut 
omiaeittireht quod nati atUe mtUrimonhtm «»t 
stwti'iegitimi. What think ye oovr of this 
gcncrri inppbcation of the hierarchy } WbaC 
«oidd the bums do but comply witii it, etpe- 
cndly at it wu so kindly- intended for their le- 
Uef, and the .proposal was eren made with a 
delicacy that might enable them to cottie into 
it mth a good grace, and without the shame 
of seeming to desire it ? - All this is very true. 
Yet the answer of the virtuous barons is as 
ft^tows : Gnmta comites. et barones u^ voce 
retpimdertMt'y Quob vaiMMtig .veqes Amujm 

MVTAU. -. ■ . . 

Wes«rtlie« what ^tuek with them. These 
barons, ■» iHcentidlB . as they: were, preferred 
their liberty to' their pleawire. . The bitbc^, _ 
tiiey' knew, as' partisans of the pcfie, were for . 
sofajieflting: the' nation to the imperial and papal 
laws. ' ' Th^ exiled, indeed, to begin with a 
eivcBmstaDce very macb to tlieir taste. Bst if 
ti^y accepted the ben^t of thnu in one in- 
stance, with what decency could they otgect 
to them in others ? They determined therefore 
to be consistent. . Tfiey rejected a proposition, 
most agreeable in itself, lest their acceptance : 

b At AIektoh, in Ae year 1236. 
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DuMMi of it should mitk^ ttvy for the introducticm of 
foreign laws; whose Terygeahis and ementx, 
they well knew, was arbitrary, despotic power. 
'Their answer speaks their sense. of this matter, 
KoLVMcs LEGES Anglls hutari. They had 
nothio^'to object to die prapostl itielf. Bat 
diiy were aliraid for the constitution. 



UR. SOUESB. 

I dottb^iSir John, tny lord of ' Sauwurt 
will bring a fresh complaint 's^iristyouy' fof 
this liberty with the bishops. But.f, w^ 
shall not be thought wanting in a due hononp 
for that bench, must need^ eetkfesir m^ll 
much pleased, as wdl with the novelty, ^a 
justice of this comment. I have frequentiy 
considered this famous reply of the old barons. 
But I did not see to the-bottom of the c6n-r 
trivance. Their aversion to the imperial laws, 
as yiou say, must have been very great, to bbve' 
put tfacra on their guard against so iitvitiiig a 



-BP. -BURNSr. -.'■' 

One thing, however, is foi^otten -or -dis^ 
sembled in this account that the law of Jus- 
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■timxs; which alJows the privily of leg^ma- DuLwgK 
tjon to snbsequent marriage, is grounded od 
some reasons that might, perhaps, recommend 
it' to .the jttdgmcnt, as welt as interest of the 
qM' preliAes.' Besides, th^ doubtiess fonnd 
tiieBaselves ranch distressed by the contrariety 
of the two laws in this instance. F(H- &\6 
ground of their motion, as I remember, was. 
Quod easet secundum communem Jormam ec- 
clesitB. Bat, to deal ing^aously with you. 
Sir John, you have dressed up your hypothesis . 
very plauably. And I, who am no advocate 
for the ciril or ecdesiastical la^, in' tlus or 
any instance where they clash with those of my 
oountry, can allow your raillery on Henry's 
good bishops, . if it were only that I see it 
Qiakes so much for your general ailment. 



tlE J. HAYNABD. 

- ypur ^lordship may the rather excuse this; 
liberty with tiie church, as I propose, in due 
time, to deal as freely with Wbsthinster- 
HALL ; a similar plot, which I shall have occa- 
sion to meitfion presently, having been formed 
agunst the ancient constitution by the men 
of our pcofiHsion. 



I., Google 



9fi$. OS THE casvrmrrtoM ftr 



- an. toMERs. 

.In the meui time. Sir Jomr, yon nrait give 
qne leave, in quality of advocate for the diuroti, 
to observe one ththg, that does die churchmen 
honour. It is^ that, in these attempts on the 
ooiutitution, the judges and great officers of 
die realm, who in those times were of the 
d«9^, constantly took the side' of the English 
U)/r$ i as my Lord Coke himself, Trf^eRiber, 
teket notice in his cotnmehtary on this gta- 
t«(e of Meetov. 



SIR. J. MAVNAKD. - 

I believe the observation is very just. But 
I should incline to impute this integrity, not 
to the influence of chnrch principles, but those 
of the common law, and so turn your compli- 
ment to the bononr of our profession instead of 
Uidrs, if it were hot too clear in fadt that 
every profession, in its turn, hath been liable 
to this charge of corruption. - - - 

' But I' was' going on' wi4h my 'pnMfs 6f tke 
national aversion to the imperial law. 
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The next shall be taken from that bm^ua 
dispute concerning the sucoeBsion to the croTfn 
of ^votland in the reign of Edward I. For 
s questioa arising about the kind c^ hvr hy 
which .the controversy should be decided, and 
it 'beiiig especially debated, whether the Ctp- 
sttrean law, as a suit of jus gentium, ou§^t 
not in such a cause to have the preference to 
Uw law of England ; it was then unanimously 
determined by the great council of Norhah, 
that the auttMHity of the Ctesarean law. should 
by no means be admitted ; ne indb majebtatts 

AVQiJlCAVM. JUSI FIERET DBTR(HESTUH '. 

This determination was public, and given 
on a very solemn occasion. And in general 
we may observe, that at the junctures whea 
. the state bath been most jealous vt its hberty 
and honour, it hath declared the loudest 
^aiast the imperial laws : as in the woNosa- 
WORKING parliament under Richard II, when 
the duke of Gloucester accnted the archbishop 
of J'ork, the duke of Ireland, and other crea- 
tures of t)ie king, of high treason. The 
{^aig« was BO fully proved, that the court had 
no other way of diverting the storm, thiMi by 
pretending an irregularity in the forms of pro- 

■! " ■ 
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cedure. Tothisendthe lawyers wereconsulted 
witb, or more properly directed. 1 will tlis- 
guiae nothing. They descended so much froqi 
the digni^ of their profession, as kx> act in per- 
fect subserviency to the views of the court ; 
and therefore gave it m their opiniatif- that the 
proceedings against the lords were- of no vali- 
dity, aa-being contrary to the forms prescribed 
by the civil taw. The barone took theoMelves 
to be insulted by these shifts of the Uwyers. 
They insisted that the proceedings were agrefr- 
able to their own customs, and declared roundly 
that they would never su^ England lo be 
governed by the Ro/nan civil law i'. 

What think ye now of these exaniple»? Are 
they not a proof that the spirit of liberty ran 
high in those times, when neither the intrigues 
of churchmen nor the chicane of lawyers could 
pot a stop to it? It seems as if no direct 
attempts on the constitution could have been 
made with the least appearance of success'; and 
that therefore the abettors o£ arbitrary power 
were obliged to work their way obliquely, by 
contriving methods for the introduction of a 
foreign law. 

k Sec FotTBicus, De taudHais leg. Angl. p. 74. Loni. 
1741} andSBLDiH'iJA»0sAsGi.aittru, 1610, vol. u. torn, il 
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In this project they had many advantages, DiAi«auc 
which nothing but an unwearied zeal in the 
cau^e of liberty could have possibly counter- 
acted. From the reign of Stxphin to that of 
EoWARD UI, that ie, for the space of near 
900 yeat^, die Roman law had been in great 
credit*. All the learning of the times wae in 
the clet^, and that learning was little' more 
than the imperial and canon laws. The fact 
is so certain, that some of the clergy tliem- 
selves, when in an ill temper, or off their 
guard, coAiplain of it in the strongest terms. 
And to see the height to which this humour 
was earned, not the seculars only who intended 
to rise by than, but the very monks in their 
cells studied nothing but these laws'". To 
Complete the danger, the magistracies and 
great oflScee of the kingdom *ere filled witK 
churchmen ". 



Who would expect, nofr, with those ad- 
vantages, but that the Roman law would have_ 
forced its way into our civil courts?. It did in- 
deed insinuE^ itself there as it were by stealth, 
but CDuld never appear with any fece of au- 
thority. The' only service, that would be 

1 Diss, ad Flit. 1104. m Dr.DucK, p,365. 

» Diss. AB Flbt. 1010. 
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DuLOGDB accepted from it, was that of illustration only^in 
the course of their pleadings, whilst the lawyers 
quoted occasionally from the Institutes, just 
as tliey might have done from any other ancient 
author". Yet, so long as the churchmen pre- 
sided in the courts of justice, this' intruder was 
to be respected ; and it is pleasant to observe 
the wire-drawing of some of-our ablest lawyers, 
in their endeavours to make the policy o! Eng- 
land speak the language of Rome. 

Mr. Selden's dissertation on Fleta p, which 
lies open before me, affords a curious instance. 
The civil law says, " Pppulus ei [Caesari] et in 
eum omne suum imperium et potestatem con- 
ferat ;" meaning by people, the Roman people, 
and 80 establishing the despotic rule of the 
prince. But Bracton took advantage of- the 
ambigui^, to establish that maxim of a free 
government, " That all dominion arises frc»n 
the people." , This, you will say, was good 
management. But what follows is still better. 
" Nihil aliud, says he, potest rex in terris, 
cum sit Dei minister et vicarius, nisi quod 
JURE potest. Nec obsTAt quod dicitur, auoi> 

FRINClrl PLACET LECiS IIABET VIGOBJEM ; quia. 

sequitur in fine I^is, cum lege regia ovJt 
" Diss. AD Flbt. 1106. p P. 1049. 
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D£ IMtERIO EJUS LATA EST ; id eat, non quic- DiAiooom 
quid de voluntate r^is temer^ pracflumptum 
est, sed quod congilio magietratuum suorum, 
rege auctoritatera prsestante, et habita super 
hoc deliberatione et tractatu,' rect6 fuerit de- 
finitum." Thus far old Bracton ; who is re^ 
ligiously followed in the same gloss by Thorn- 
ton, and the author of Fleta. But what! 
you will say, this is an exact description of the 
present constitution. It is so, and therefore 
certainly not to be found in the civil law. To 
confess the truth, these venerable sages are 
playing tricks with us. The whole is a pre- 
meditated falsification, or, to say it softer, a 
licentious commentary, for the sake of English 
liberty. ■ The words in the Pandects and In- 
stitutions are these; " auoD principi placuit, 

LEGIS HABET VIGOREM, -UTPOTE CUM LEGE 
ItEGIA, QXIJE DE IMPERIO EJUS LATA EST, POPU- 
I.US EI ET IN EUM OMNE SUUM IMPERIUM ET 
POTESTATEM CONFERAT." 

My honest friend, in mentioning this extra- 
ordinary circumstance, says, one cannot con- 
eider it sine stupore. He observes, that these 
-lawyers did not quote the Pandects by hear- 
■fey,' but had copies of them ; and therefore 
adds (for I will read on) " Unde magis miran- 
dum quanam ratione eveuerit, ut non solum 
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BMt«fiue ip&e, aded jadiclis forensibus clariis, et (si Bitv^ 
graphis scriptohim ilostratium fides) profeBSor 
juris utriuBqueOiontensisj rerum etiamTHORW- 
TONIU3 juris ati^s pefitissimus, et Flet^ ao' 
thor, aded diversain lectionem, sensutnqUe di- 
versilm latque interplietibus aliis di^iveVsts flded 
alienuW in illubtrissimo juris CasiVei Ibco ex-- 
plicando tarn fidetitfer admiserinti" The dif- 
ficulty, you see, increasee Upon him. But we 
shall easily remove it by obBerving, that tire 
CsBsarean lawsj though they had no proper 
authority tvtth us) yet we^ much compli>- 
mented in those titnbs, and were to be trEatid 
on all occasions with ceremony. And there^ 
fore those lawyers that lived under and wanted 
to support a frefe constitution, «av> there Was 
no way of serving their cauSe so efiectually, 
as by pretending to find it in the Rmtmi in- 
stitutes. 



This management of BhACirt>K and hii fol- 
lowers makes some amends for the ill conduct 
of Richard the Second's lawyers. And ai to 
their chicanery, the ingenuity of the gkiss, wfe 
will suppose, was no more than n^cdseiry t& 
correct the m^igtaity of the text* 
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D<AI.«S«S 

V. 
SIR J. MAVNARD. ^ 

They had, no doubt, consulted their 'honouc 
much more, by insisting roundly, as th«y 
Hiigrit htve.done, that the text had no coB'* 
^rii ai ail IB die dispute. Bu( I nientiov tbesa 
thiogg only to shew the extreme reverano^ 
that ivas. then paid to the civil iaw, by the 
shifts tJie common lawyers wene put to in or4er 
to evade its- influence. From which we leara 
how rooted the love of liberty must have been 
in this nation, and how unshaken the Brmness 
ef tiie national councils in euppprtipg it, when, 
notwithstanding the general repute it was of jn 
those days, the imperial law could never gain 
authority enough to prescribe to us in any mat- 
ters that concerjofid, tiie rights of the crown, or 
the property of the subject. And this circum- , 
^nce iwiU be thought the mwe extraordinary, 
if it he considered, that, to the general /efteen 
in which the Roman law was held by the cleEgy, 
our kings have usually added the whole weight 
pf their inflvjenc^ ; except indeed at eoiuc par- 
ticular junctwreft, whep their jeaii>usy <^ the 
<yinon l^.^/ prevfil^ ov$r tUeJr 09Mt^ hiss to 
the civil.. 
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. MR. SOMERS. 

I should be unwilling to weaken any ail- 
ment you take to be of use in maintaining the 
noble cause you have undertaken. But, me- 
thinkS;, this chai^ on our princes would re- 
quire to be made out by other evidence ^ than 
hath been commonly produced for it. There 
is no doubt but many of them have aimed at 
setting themselves above the laws of their 
country ; but is it true (I mean, though Foit- 
TESCUB himself '' has su^ested the same thing) 
that for this purpose they have usually expressed 
a partialis to the Roman laws ? 



SIR J. MATNARD. 

] believe it certain that they have, and on 
better reasons than the bare word of ahy bwyer 
whatsoever. 

What think you of Richard the Second's 
pohcy in the instance before mentioned ; that 
Richard, who used to declare, " That the 

■I Mr. Sblden's Diss, ad Plkt. 1100. 
I Da land, Itg. Ang. c. 33, 34.' 
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laws were only in his mouth and breast, and »'*"«■« 
that he himself could make and unmake then^ 
at his pleasure ?" We may know for what rea- 
son a prince of this despotic turn had recourse 
to the Roman law. 

But even his great predecessor is known to 
have been very indulgent towards it. And still 
earlier, Edward 1. took mtich pains to esta- 
blish the credit of this law ; and to that end 
engaged the younger Accursius, the most re- 
nowned doctor of the a^j to come over into 
Mngland, and set up a school of it at Oxford. 
Or, te wave these instances, let me refer you 
to a certain and very remarkable fact, which 
speaks the sense, not of this or that king, but 
of the whole succession of our princes. 

The imperial law, to this day, obtains al- 
together in the courts of admiralty, in courts 
marescaill, and in the universities *. On the 
contrary, in what we call the courts of law and 
equity, it never hath, nor ever could prevail. 
What shall we say to this remarkable dif- 
ference ? or to what cause will you ascribe it, 
that this law, which was constantly excluded- 
with euch care from the one sort of courts. 
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Dhuo«u> should have free qurrency and be of 6ule fHi^o* 
|i^ in the othfr? I believe it wil) be diiHcuU 
to >^«ign any ptii» than thil : tb9t the ful^ects 
of decision in the iirst apeciea of courts are 
matters in the resort of the .king's prerogative, 
such as peace and war, and the distribution of 
honours j whilst the subj«cte of decision in the 
courts of common law are out of his prerogtH 
tive, such as those of liberty and prt^rty. 
The king had his choice t^ what law the firat 
sort of subjects should be i¥^tated ; and tha«» 
fore he adopted the imperial'law. He bad not 
his choice in the hiter instance; and the people 
were never satisfied with any other thaq the law 
of the land. / 

UR. SOHfiftft, 

Y^t Mr. Seu>bn, you knew, gives another 
nason of thifs preference : it was, he thi^s, 
becaufe fore^ners are often concerned with 
the natives in diose tiibun^s where the civil 
l«w is m use. 

Ut^ J. H4YNARD, 

True ; btrt my learsed IrieBd, a« I coBceiv^ 
did not attend to this matter with his usual 
exactness. For foreigners are as frequently 
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coHcenied io the oourt« of law aod «quit7} aa diammm 
ID the otbw tribiinali. Th« case in poiot ^f 
reason is very ctear. In all ciHitesU that 9tt 
carried on between a native and a foreign^, 
as the subject of another state, the decision 
ought to be by the law of nations, ftut when 
a iweigoer puts himself with a native under 
th^ protection of our Btate, the determinatioa 
iij of courW] by our law. The pi'actice hatii - 
uniformly c<»Te^>oaded to the right in ■ the 
courts of law and equity. In the othw tribq* 
nals the right hath given way to the will of the 
prince, who bad his reaaont for prderfing the 
authority of the imperial law. 

Upon the whole, if we consider the venera- 
tion, which the clei^ usually entertained, and 
endeavoured to inculcate into the people, for 
the civil law ; the indu^nce shewn it by the 
prince; its prevalence in those courts which 
wCTe immediately under, the prerogative ; and 
even the countenance shewn it at times in the 
course of pleading at common law ; we cannot 
avoid coming to this short conclusion, <' That 
the genius of the imperial laws was repugnant 
to our constitution ; and that nothing hut the 
extreme jealousy of the barons, lest they might 
prove, in pleas of the crown, iiyurioBS to civil 
liberty, hath Icept them from being FBoeived 
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t ft» England on the same footing that we every 
friiere find they are in the other countries of 
Europe, and as they are in Scotland to this 
day." 

Bat, if you think I draw this conclusion too 
bastily, and without grounding it on aofficient 
premises, you may further consider with me, 
if you please, the fate and fortunes of the 

CfVIL tAW IN THIS KINGDOM DOWN tO THE PRE- 
SENT TIME. 

In the reigns of Henry VII * a«d VIII, and 

the two first kings of the house of Stuart, 

t Th? speaker might haire begun th» aecoMBt of (lie 
_foie anilfortuxes of the ciiil law still lugher. Nat. Bacon, 
speaking of Henry the Fifth's reign, observes, " The 
times were now come al>out, wherein light began to spring 
fcrth, conscience to bestir itself, and men to study the 
acnpturea. This was imputed to the idleness and care- 
kssuesa of the clergv, who suffered the minds of jobd^ 
scholars to luxuriate into errors of divinity, for want of 
putting them on to other learning } and gave no encou- 
ragement to studies of human literature, by pi'eferring 
those that were deserving. The convocation taking this 
into consideration, do decree, that no person sbMild es- 
erdse any jurisdiction in any office, as vicar-genaraf, 
tommUaary, or ojfieial, or otherwise, unless he shall first 
in the university have taken degrees in the civil or canon 
lAws. A shrewd trick this n"as, to stop the growth of 
the study trf divinity, and WicRtirt's way ; and to euw 
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"^iktis, the most despotic of our princes, the »*»«« 
fitudy bf the civil law hath been more especially 
ftvoured ; as we might conclude from the ge^ 
neral spirit of those kings ^emselves, but as 
we certainly know from the countenance they 
ibewed to its professors ; from their chusing 
to- employ them in their business, and from 
the salaries and places they provided for their 
encouragement. Yet see the issue of all this 
indulgence to a foreign law, and the treatment 
it met with from our parliaments and people ! 
The oppressions of Ehpson and Dudley had 
been founded in a stretch of power, usurped 
and justi6ed on the principles of the civil law; 
by which these miscreants had been enabled to 
violate a fundamental part of our constitution, 
the way of trial hy juries. The eflFect on die 

bellish meo's minds with a kind of teaming that may gala 
them preferment, or at least an opinion of abilitiea beyond 
the common atrain, and dangerous to be meddled with. 
Like some gallants, that wear swords as badges of ho- 
nour, and to bid nten beware, because they possibly m^ 
■trike, though in their own persons they may be very 
cowards. And no leas mischievously intended was tins 
against the ru^ed common law, a rule so nig;h allied to 
the goepel-n«y, as it fiivoureth liberty ; and se fer estranged 
from the way of the civil and canon law, as there is no 
hope of accommodation till Christ and Antichrist huv 
fought the field." Disc. Part IL p. 90. Lond. 1739, 
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VfMtKts people was dreadful. Accordingly, i^itheen- 
trance of the next reign, tiwugh th^ »qtJnjri^, 
by which tliey had acted, had even baeo par-' 
liamentary» these creatures of tyrapny were 
indicted of high treason, were condemned ,aDd 
executed for having been instrum^ital in sqb- 
vertipg LEGEM TERRAS ^ and the extorted sta- 
tute, und^ whidi th^y had hoped to shelter 
themselves, w&s with a just indignation re^ 
{>ealed. 

Vet alt this was considered only as a ne- 
cessary sacrifice t^ the clamours of an )pc^se4 
people. The youngs Hembv, we way be 
|ure, bad so miicb of his iatlier in him, or ra- 
ther so far outdid him in the wxirst parts of his 
tyranny^ that he could not bvt l^oik with 91) 
eye of favour on the very law be had ' been 
constrained to abolish. His great ecclesiastical 
minister was, no doubt, in the secret of hia 
master's inclinations, and conducted himself 
accwdingly. Yet the vengeange of the nation 
pursued aod overtook him in good time. They 
resented his disloyal contempt of the original 
constitution ; and made it one of the articles 
agiuost this Roman cardinal, " Thftt he eih 
deavoured to subvert antiqmssiams leges hiijua 
regni, universumque hoc regnum legibus im- 
PERiAUBUs subjicere." 
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fVtmi this tirne, the study of the civil tair 
mil thtFtight to languish in Ertgtand, till it re' 
Tived With ttittch spirit iti the reigns of tlioSB 
Uhhsppy prifl*es who SUCcewled to the house 
of TUDdM* Then itideed, by intilitiBtion aiid 
by fi«lAtftry, Jamks I. was led to patrotiize 
tMid encoumge it. Atid the iaitie project ««i 
resumed, and carried still fhrttier, by his an* 
fortunate son. I speak now from my own ex- 
|)crinice and obseYvation. The civil lawyers 
Were rtiost welcome «t court. They wer6 
brought into the Chancery and court of Re- 
qttCsts. The minister, another sort of man 
than WotsfiT, y« a thorough ecclesiastic, and 
bigoted) if not to the religion, yet to the po- 
licy of Momey gave a countenance to this pr&^ 
fefcfiioa abore that uf the common law. fl« 
had foutid the spirit, and evew the forms of it, 
most convenient for his purpose in the SrAfi-' 
fcHAiAsKR and HuGHKxiMMtsaiOK coun, tho^ 
tribunals of imperial justice, exacted so ikt 
Above the controul of the comtnon law ; a«d 
by his gund will, therefore, i^ould have bronglft 
t^e isame re^nren into the (Mher branches of 
the administration. Great civilians were em- 
ployid to write etetbtrtute defences of their sci- 
fthce ; to the manifest exaltation of the prero- 
gative; to the prejudice of the national rights 



;■; Coof^lc 



Sfit OS THE GONSTTTUTIOM OF 

buMiiK and privileges ; and to the disparagement of 
thej;x)tninon law. The coDsequence of these 
proceedings is well known. The most imme- 
diate wa8> that they provoked the jealousy of 
the common lawyers ; and, when the rupture 
afterwards happened, occasioned many of the 
most eminent of them to throw themselves into 
the popular scale **. 

Yet, to see the unifonnity of the views of 
tyranny, and the direct opposition which it' 
never fails to encounter from the English law, 
no sooner had a set of violent men usurped the 
liberties of their country, and with- the sword 
in their hands determined to rule despotically 
and in defiance of the constitution) than the 
same jealousy of the common law, and the 
same contempt of it, revived. Nay, to such an 
extreme was the new granny carried, that the 
very game of Ehpson and Dudley was played 
over again. The trial of an Englishman by 
his peers was di^raced and rejected ; and (I 
speak from what I felt) the person imprisoned 
and persecuted, who dared appeal, though iu 

u It should however be observied, in bmour of their 
patriotUni, that " they afterwards took themielves out Of 
it," when they saw the extremitiea to which tbe popular 
pATty were driving. 
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his own case *, to the ancient estenti&l fomn 
<^ die constitution. Under such a state of 
things, it is not to be wondered that much 
pains was taken to depreciate a law which these 
mi^t^ mea were determined not to reg;ard. 
Invectives against the professors of the English 
laws were the usual and favoured topucs oi par- 
liainentery eloquerice. These were sometimes 
BO indeeept, aad pushed to that provoking 
Ittigth, that Whitlocke himself, who paced 
it witli them through all ehanges, was forced 
in the end to hazanl his reputation with his 
masters, by standing on the necessary defence 
of himself aod his profession '. 

- 1 need not, I suppose, descend lower. Ve 
have both seen with your own eyes the occur- 

« Hiis alhulcB to the pniceedi^s agunst the efetm 
wembef* upon the chaige of the Army. Sir John Mat- 
NAKD was OBe of them. And when article* of high trea- 
son were preferred against him, and the trial waa to come 
on before the lords, he excepted to the jurischction of the 
court, and, hy a Mrfitten paper presented to them,' re- 
qplired ta be tried by his peen according to Magna Chatla, 
tmd the law of the land. See Whitlcicke'b Menioriaif ; and 
^ sho/t pampjikt. written on that occasion, called The 
Royal QuARHEL, dated 9th of Fct. 1647, — Sir John was, 
atthbtime, a close prisoner iu the Tower. 

' 5ee his speech, inserted in his MemoriaU vf £ifl'tth 
Jiffairt, Nov. 164.9. 
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nnces of fte ]«te re%ti. Ye hne hetrd th^ 
common languige of the lime. The pr«etic« 
Was but conformable to such doctrines u were 
current at court, where it was generalljr mahi- 
ta^ned, thbt the hingfs power of di^peneiag with 
law, was LAW ; by which if th«e doctors did 
not intend the imperial or civil law, the ia^' 
suit was almost too gross to deserve a eonAita- 
titin. It must be owned, and to the etemaf 
shame of those who were capote of such base- 
ness, there were not wanting some even of the 
common lawyers that joined in ^is insult. 

I but touch these things slightly ; for I con- 
sider to whom I speak. But if, to these ex- 
amples of the nation's fondness for their laws, 
you add, what appears in the tenor of our his- 
tories, ithe constant language of the corona- 
timt'oaths, of the oaths tif our judges, and,' 
abore all, of the several great charters ; in all 
which express mention is made of the lex 
TERR^, in opposition to every foreign, but es- 
-pectelly the Csesarean, law ; you will conclnde 
with me, " That, as certainly ae Uie C^sAitBAH 
LAW is foOTided in the principles of slavery, 
oar English law, and the constitution to 
which it refers, hath its foundation in freedom, 
mid, ^8 such, deserved the care wiUi whidi it 
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luth l[%en transmitted down to us from the Diaiaovk 

V. 
■rarliesfages." 

What tbink ye now, my good friends ? Is 
it any longer a doubt, that the constitution of 
the English government, such 1 m^n as it 
appears to have been from the most unques- 
tioned annals of our country, is a free consti- 
tution } Is there any thing more in the way of 
this conclusion ? or does it not force itself upon 
us, and lie op&n to the mind of every plain 
man that but turns his attention upon this 
subject? 

You began, Mr. Somers, with great fears 
and apprehensions ; or you thought fit to 
counterfeit them, at least. You suspected the 
matter was too mysterious for common under- 
standings to penetrate, and top much invoh-ed 
in the darkness of ancient times to be brought 
into open day-light. Let me hear your free 
thoughts on the evidence I have here prodaced - 
to you. And yet it is a small part only of that 
which might be produced, of that I am sure 
which yourself could easily have produced, and 
perhaps expected from me. 

,But I content myself with these, obvious 
truths, " That the liberty of the subject aji- , 
VOL. HI. It B 
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DtimoMB pesrs, and of itself naturally arose, from the 
very nature of the feudal, which is properly 
(at least if we look no further back than the 
Conquest) the EngHsh constitutibn ; that the 
cnrrent of liberty has been gradually widening, 
as well as purifyii^, in proportion as it de- 
scended from its source ; ih&t charters and 
laws have removed every scruple that mi^t 
arise about the reciprocal nghts and privileges 
of prince and people ; that the seme of that 
liberty which the nation enjoyed under tiiieir 
qdmintble constitution was bo quick, that every 
the least attempt to deprive them of it gave an 
alarm ; and their attachment to it so strong 
and constant, that no artifice, no intrigae, no 
perversion of law and gospel, could induce 
&em to part with it : that, in particular, they 
have guarded this precioiis deposite of l^al 
and constitutional liberty with sim^ care, that, ' 
while the heedless reception of a fore^ law, 
concurring with othet circumstances, hath 
tivetod the yoke trf slaTery on the other nations 
of Etttype, this f>f England could never be 
cqoled-nor driven into ahy terms of accommo- 
dation with it ; but, as Nat. Bacon y said 
truly, That the triple crown could never tceli 
solder with the English, so neither could the 
imperial; and that, in a word, the English 

y Disc. Part I. p. 7B, 
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LAW hath always been preserved inviolate from Diuoeus 
the impure mixtures of the canon and Cx- 
sareaa laws, as the eeie defence ttnd bulwark 
of Qur civil liberties.*' 

These are the plain trutht> which I have 
here delivered to you, and on which 1 could 
be content to rest this great cause ; I mean, if 
it bad not already received its formal, and, l 
would hope, final determination, in another 
way. For no pretences will surely prevail 
hereafter with a happy peofJe to renounce that 
liberty, which ao rightfully belonged to them 
at all times, and hath now so solemnly been 
confirmed to them by the great transactions of 
these days. I willingly omit therefore, as su- 
perfluous, what in a worse cause might have 
been thought of no small weight, the express 
te8tim<my of our ablest lawyers to the freedom 
of our constitution. I do not mean only the 
Cokes and Seldens of our time (though in 
point of authority what names can be greater 
than theirs ?) ; but those of okler and therefore 
more reverend estimation, such as Glamvii., 
Bracton, the author of Fleta, Thornton, 
and Fohtescue*: men the most esteemed and 

* The reader may not be tfispleased to see the words of 
«ld FoBTEscuE on this sul^ect of the origin of the English 
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OifLOGui learned, in their several .ages ; >n^o constantly 
and uniformly speak of the EogUs^ asAmixed 
and -limited form of government, and even go 
so far as to seek its origin, where indeed the 
origin of all governments-must be sought, in the 
free will and consent of the people. 

All this I mi^thavedispkyed at large ; and 
to others perhaps, especially if the cause had 
retjuired such maBogement, all this I should 
have displayed. But, independently of the 
judgments of particular naen, which prejudice 
might take occasion to olgect to, I hold it suf- 
ficient to have proved from surer grounds, from 
the very form and make of our pcJitical- febric, 
and the most unquestioned, ' because the mftst 
public, monuments of forma: times, " Tiwt 

govenmient, which are very remarkable. ' In Lb ^tnoiu 
book De laudUna kgum JngUa, be diBtinguishes between 
the BBeAL.and Political fbnns of goreminent In ex- 
plaining the latter, which he gives us as the proper form of 
the English government, he cxpresscth himself in these 
words — " Habesinstitut! omnis folitici regki fortnam^ ex 
qn& metiri poteris potestatem, quam rex ejus in leges ipaius 
aut eubditos valeat exercei'e : ad tutelam namcjue le^ 
Bubditorum, ac eoruin corporum et bouorum rex hi^Juv 
modi erectus est, et banc potestatem a rornu) bfflusah 
ipsehabet, quo ei non Scet potestate ali& suopopitlo OnA- 
nori." Ckr. xiiL 
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THE English constitution isassukedly and i»i*w»o«« 

INDISPUTABLY FREE ■.'* ' 



BP. BURNET. 

You wiU read. Sir John, ia our attention fa) 

this discourse, the effect it lias had upon us. 

The 2eal, i^ith which you have pleaded the 

. .cause of liberty, makes me almost imagine I 

. see you ^aia in the warmth and spirit of your 

younger years, when you first made head 

against the encroachments of civil tyranny. 

The same cause has not only recalled to your' 

memory the old topics of defence, but restores 

your J:<c»iner vigour in the management of them. 

. So that, for myself, 1 must freely own, your 

vindication of our common liberties is, at least, 

the most plausible and consistent that I have 

ever met with. 



* It mny be of little moment to aa, at this iay, tola- 
fuire, how far the princes of the house of Stuart were 
blameable for their endeavours to usuip on the constitu- 
tion. But it must ever be of the highest moment to 
maintain, that we had a constitution to assert against 
tbem. Party-writeTS perpetually conlbund these two 
things. It is the author's pur^vjse, in these two Dialogues, 
to contend fiw the lalter. 
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y. 

MR. SOMERS. 

And yet, if one was critically disposed, there 
are stiil, perhaps, some things that might de- 
serve a further explanation. — But enough has 
been said by you. Sir Joein, to shew us where 
the truth hes : and, indeed, from such phiin 
and convincing topics, that, whatever fears my 
love of liberty might surest, th^ are mud) 
abated at least, if not entirely removed, by year 
arguments. 

BP. BURNET. 

Mr. SoMERS, I perceive, is not easily cored 
of his scruples and apprehensions. But for 
my own part. Sir John, I can think but of 
one objection of weight that can be opposed 
to your conclusion. It is, " That, notwith- 
standing the clear evidence you have produced^ 
both for the free nature of the English con- 
stitution, and the general sense of the English 
nation concerning it, yet, in fact, the go^ 
vemroent was very despotic under the Tudor, 
and stiil more perhaps under the first princes 
of the Stuart, line. How could this happen, 
may it be asked, on your plan^ which sup- 
poses the popular interest to have been kept 
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up in constant vigour, or ratlier to hare been Duwem- 
always gaining, insensibly indeed, but neces- 
sarily, on the power of the crown ? Will not 
Aie argument then fFom historical evidence be 
turned against you, whilst it may be said that 
yottf theory, however plausible, is contradicted 
by so recent and so well-attested a part of our 
history ? Asd, in particular, will not ttie par- 
tisans *> of the late king and his family have to 
all^e in their behalf, that their notions of the 
prerogative were but such as they succeeded to' 
with the crown ; and, whatever may be pre- 
tended fKHn researches into remoter times, 
that they endeavoured only to maintain- the 
monarchy on the footing on which it had stood 
fiw many suocessions, and on which it then 
stood when the administration fell into their 
hands? If this point were effeetoaliy cleared, 
I see nothing that could be further desired 
to a fiiU and complete vindication of English 
liberty, 

SIR J. MAYNARD. 

Your lordship, I must own, has touched a 
very curious and interesting part of our subject. 
But you must not believe it was so much over-r 

. b See the late Hfotor; of Englaod by David Hume. 
esq. ; who forms the aptdogy of the house of Stuaut on 
these prindples. 
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. J»*w«s«« looked by me, as purposely left for your lonik 
ship'* better consideration. You, who have 
looked so minutely and capefully into the story 
of those times, will, better than any other, be 
able to unfold to us the mysteries of that affair. 
The fact is certain, as you say, that the 
English government wore a more despotic ap- 
pearance from the time of the Tudor family's 
accession to the throne, than in the reigns 
preceding that period. Bat I aiA mistaken, if 
your lordship will not open the reason of it so 
clearly as to convince us, that diat increase o( 
prerogative u^as no proof of a change in the 
c<HistitutioD, and was even no symptom of de- 
cUning liberty. I do not allow myself to speak 
my sentiments more: plainly at present. But 
1 am sure, if they are just, they will receive 
a confirmation from what your lordship will 
find occasion to observe to us in discoursing 
on this subject. 

MR. SOMERS. 

' I vrill not disown that this was one of the 
matters I had in view, when I hinted some re- 
maining doubts about your general conclusion. 
But I knew it would not escape my lord of 
Salisbury, who, of all others, is certainly th^ 
most Citable of removing it. 
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V. 
BP. BUKNBT. 

So that I have very unwarily, it seems, been 
providing a fine task for myself. And yet, as 
difficult as I foresee it will be for me to satisfy 
two such Inquirers, I should not decline that 
task, if I was indeed prepared for it, or if I 
could boast of such a memory as Sir J. MaV- 
NABD has shewn in the course of this conversa- 
tion. But the truth is, though I have not 
wanted opportunities, of laying in materials 
for such a design, and though I have not 
n^lected to take some slight not« of them, 
yet I cannot pretend to have them at once in 
that readiness, as to venture on such a discourse 
as I know you expect from me. But if, against 
our next meeting, I shall be able to digest '- 
such thoughts as have sometimes occurred to 
me when I was engaged in the History of the 
Reformation, I shall take a pleasure to con- 
tribute all I can to the further and more entire 
elucidation of this subject. 

THE END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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